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Rogal Highness Prince 
liEOrOLD, vfSApCE COBURG, 

r 

If." ■ I : 

May it please your Koyal Highness. 

As you have condescended to 
permit this wOrk to be ushered into 
the World under the a«s|Tices of your 
illustrious name — it affords me a fair 
opportunity of expressing my highest 
respert and esteem for Your Royal 
Highness's acknowledged character. 
It is to lie lamented, that exalted 
rank and splendid fortune, have some- 
times beeu the inheritance of the weak 
and the worthless ; but wlien these 
prepossessing distinctions are united 




witli an enlightened mind and a be- 
nevolent heart, their possessor deserv- 
edly becomes tlie admiration of the 
wise and the good, and his bright ex- 
ample is a most powerful incentive to 
the intellectual and moral impiove- 
ment, of the age which his life 
adorns. 

Your Royal Highness, by your 
amiable disposition, unassuming man- 
ners, and by your exemplary observ- 
ance of every sacred duty, has had 
the rare felicity of not only subdu- 
ing all national prepossession but 
of uniting all voices and all hearts la 
your favour. 

This little Work has for its 
primary objects, the cure of some di- 
seases, and the alleviation of others. 



for wbich the means here suggested 
have been proved by iny own experi- 
ence, to be fully adequate to the ends 
proposed. 

As health is the great charm 
which so much contributes to human 
enjoyments, this treatise cannot be 
more properly dedicated than to your 
Royal Highness, who has shown from 
the tenour of your life, that the hap- 
piness of others, is one of the chief 
sources of your own. 

I am^ With every Sentiment 
of Esteem and Veneration, 
Your Royal Highness's 
Most grateful, obedient^ 
and devoted Servant, 
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JAN. I, 1890. 
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TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

1*H£ maD who has the merit of discover- 
ing a remedy, belter adapted, to the 
ravages of disease and dimini^ the list of 
humati maladies* lhan any hitherto known 
in medical practice, is much more entitied 
to the reward jof a civic crown, than thQ 
RuDAB who saved Jlie life of a fdilpw citi* 
zen. The exertions of the l^tto*, were no 
doubt in the highest degree laudable, and 
well deserved the honours awarded to their 
performuice; but individual instances of 
heroic virtue, howevK meritorious, wane 
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into insignificance, when compared with 
those benevolent labours, which are pur- 
sued for the benefit of the whole human 
race. 

It is a melancholy truth, too well at- 
tested by historical vouchei^, and is indeed 
but a poor compliment to the morality of 
man and nations — that improvement in the 
science of military destruction, has been as _j 
remarkable for rapidity of progress, as be- V| 
neficial adyances in the healiog art, have . 
been for slowness of growth. The cause H 
of this disproportionate march of know- 
ledge in these opposite pursuits, may in^|||| 
part be found in the more alluring rewards 
that repay eminence in the one, than are 
awarded to proficiency, however distin- 
guished, in the other. Let the reader,' 
who is guided in his opinions on human 
action, by the upadulterated feelings of 
nature, mellowed and refined hy christian 
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sympathy, contrast the rewards of a How- 
HD and a Jbitneu — the one, who ex- 
lored the haunts of human wretchedness 
only to relieve, and tlie other, who stop- 
d the course of pestilential infection — 
ith the splendid honours heaped on mili- 
ry Chiefs for laying kingdoms desolate, 
nd bis heart will sink within him, with 
ingled emotions of grief and pity. 

But it is also to be regretted, that the 
wards and the honours, such as they are, 
sually paid to distinguished Mastere in 
the healing art, have been too often claimed 
y and granted to busy, bold impostors, 
ho have no other pretensions to merit, 
than noisy clamour and ignorant assurance ; 
nd who presuming on the credulity of 
uman weakness, contrive to riot on the 
rofita of delusion. There is no undertak- 
ing in the affairs of this world, to which 
is annexed n greater degree of moral re- 
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spoiisibility, than that connected with Ih 
health and Uvea of our fellow creatures. 
The man of feeling aud conaciencc, beford 
he ventures to recodimend to public adop- 
tion, any new remedy for human maladieSA 
will first call himself to a strict account. 
He will take care that the ntility of his 
discovery, has been preTiously and com- 
pletely ascertained. Even then he may be 
reviled by ignorance, and calumniated by 
envy, but in all fortunes, he will be con- 
soled by ttie delightful whispers of self 
approbation. 

In the first edition of ' Keuiarks o 
the Medical Properties of the Air-Pump 
Vapour Bath,' 1 briefly adverted in the 
appendix to the ulilily of Electricity and 
Galvanism, with a view of calling the at- 
tention of the faculty and the afflicted pub- 
tic to that subject. In the second edition 
of the pamphlet just alluded to, I had in- 



tended lo have entered more larg^ely into 
the subject, but having extended the limits 
©f that work beyond my original design, 1 
have thought it better to pubhsh a small 
volume separately, on the history, philo- 
sophy, and medical properties of Electricity 
and Galvanism ; accompanied with numer- 
ous facts, illustrative of my system of treat- 
ment. This is one reason for my again 
appearing before the public, but 1 had also 
ft hope of presenting the reader with such 
a clear and concise view of the character- 
istic properties of Electricity and Galvan- 
ism, as would render them more intelligible 
than they will be found described in the 
numerous and ponderous works, which have 
appeared on the same subjects. But the 
chief object I had in view by this publica- 
^on, was to do justice to the astonishing 
\tfficacy of Galvanism, in my own treat- 
ment of diseases of the internal organs — 
purpose, lo which this poLent agent had 
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not before been applied. This most in- 
teresting truth will, in this work, be fouQd 
fully established by an authentic list of 
enumerated cures, in the most hopeless 
cases of disease. 



I 



The discovery of a topical remedy in 
galvanic agency, has certainly been pro 
ductive of great good in local affections 
but its superior efficacy in chronic dia-: 
orders, and those too of the vital functions, 
which have for ages batfled the skill of the 
ablest practitioners, aided as they have 
been by the combined powers of medica)^ 
and auxiliary remedies — entitles it to hold a 
far higher rank than it now does in the 
estimation of mankind. This is not de<^ 
clamation — I am supported by the evidence 
of innumerable factSy when I announce to 
the world, that this powerful agent ha& 
proved an efficient remedy for a vast class 
of human maladies, origina»ing in the de- 
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rangement of the digestive organsy and in 
tlie nervous system, When 1 contemplate 
llie inestimable value of health, and the 
tarietif and prevalence of chronic diseases 
incident to humani^, I confess I feel a 
glow of internal satisfaction not to be des- 
cribed, that I have contributed something 
to assist in the cure of obstinate disordei^, 
which though not immediately fatal in 
their effects, yet lay the foundation of 
remature old age, and a lingering, miser- 
able death. 

In composing the following little 
work) I have endeavoured to profit by that 
bservation of Addison, where he says, 
that the essence of many folio volumes may 
e compressed into a twopenny pamph- 
let.' Under the influence of this useful 
truth, I have diligently perused, and care- 
ully selected from numerous authors on 
le subjects of Electricity and Galvanism ; 
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and condensed the whole, as far as I 
deemed consistent with perspicuity. In 
short, after much intense thinking, and 
long practice in this branch of medical 
science, I have here presented the candid 
reader with as clear and distinct a view of 
the history^ philosophy, and medical utility 
of Electricity and Galvanism, aa ray hum- 
ble abilities cojild accomplish. I have done 
this, that he may with a liltle attention, 
not only understand their nature and me- 
dical properties— their applicability and effi- 
cacy in those disorders which 1 have des- 
cribedi but that he should not misunder- 
stand ray meaning, in treating' either of , 
the philosophical, or practical parts of 
the subject. This is no trifling undertak- 
ing', and after all my caution, should I still 
appear to dwell too long on matters, 
which I may deem of importance to society, 
I hope my motives, will plead with the 
candid, in extenuation of the detail. Let 
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it be recollected, while the pages of this 
little work are perused, that the great and 
primaiy object which I had in view by 
its publicatiou, was utiUty, and by that 
teiit I ou^t to be judged. If I am made, 
by the great benefactor of mankind, instru- 
mental in dispensing relief to my afflicted 
fellow creatures, 1 shall never envy the 
wealth or the honors, which the world cwi 
confer on the avaricious and ambitious. — 



M. La Beauhb, 



31, Southampton jRow, 
Russell Sqttare. 



INTRODUCTION, &c 



HE science of Electricity has not at- 
tained its present perfection by any sudden 
discovery, or any single effort of research, 
but by the patient, persevering, and en- 
lightened labours of philosophy. Even its 
medical powers and utility were not found 
by professors of the healing art, but 
by a class of modern philosophers of the 
most benevolent cast of character — who, 
though tlie tendency of their labours could 
be no other than to lessen the quantum of 
human suffering, and add to the best of 
human enjoyments, were assailed by the 
malignant clamours of ignorance and pre- 
judice, and not a little thwarted in their 
course by even the liberal part of the 



faculty, n'ho, by » loo indiscrimiiiate auJ 
injudicious application of medical Electri- 
cily, hrought for a time discredit on ils 
characters and retarded its progress. Va- 
rious causes have indeed concurred, to pie- 
vent the universal adoption of this most 
salutary and powerful medical remedy. 
AmoDg^ the rest may be noticed, the ignor- 
ance of piaclitioners of the nature or 
8tag:e8 of those diseases lo which it is applj^^ 
cable — the inefficiency of the apparatus-»P(i 
unskilfulness in the mode of application — 
and even to the want of perseverance on the 
part of the patient. To these may be 
added, the reluctance eviucetl by some of 
the fiitulty, to resort to this remedy, while 
hopes remain of effecting a cure, by any 
otlier means. Yet even in these forlorn 
cases, the power of Electricity has been 
fully proved, by the extraordinary and 
striking cures which it has accomplished, , 
The following extract from the last Tfs/fM 
port of the London Electrical Dis^^nsary, 
will establish beyond the power of contra- 
diction, the truth of this assertion. 



23 



* It appears indeed frofn a Cafeful tx- 
Uminatioii of its records, that nearly as 
fmany patients are relieved and cured, in 
; proportion to the numbers admitted, as are 
I dismissed from other Medical Institutions 
I where Electricity is scarcely ever employed, 
llf the effects of other medicines, therefore, 
[are well ascertained, the benefit of this 
30werfu1 agent cannot he demonstrated 
[upon grounds less uncertain. It is proper 
tlso to remark that many are relieved and 
:ured at this Dispensary, who have beeii 
using medicines for weeks and months ia 
other charities without efl'ect ; and it may 
be further added, that the greatest Dum- 
ber of cases which come under care are 
those called Chronic, the cure of which is 
by far more tedious and difficult than the 
'cule, w hich in other dispensaries abound. 



' FTequenlly after all other means 
ave been imffecluaUy (idminiateredj the 
tided object looks to tfus Charily as the 
ast refuge and cunsvialion, and thus it 
omt« a truly Samaritan InstUulion, 



aid of evert/ other; a pleasinj^' confirmalion 
of which is afforded by authentic reports, 
carefully registered, of recoven' from dis- 
eases equally distressing and complicated. 
!n Paralytic Affeclious, singular cnrea have 
been effected ; and in that frequent disease 
of Palsy in painters, and persons in g-e- 
neral emplojment in preparations of lead, 
it has been particularly sahltarv. The same 
happy results have been experienced in 
Chronic Rheum atiam, in Sciatica, and 
many painful affections of the Joints — in 
Nerrous Head-Aches, Dropsies, Deafness, 
and even in the Gutta Serena, which is too 
often the forerunner of Blindness. 

' As the inflaeoce of Electricity on 
the human frame is tonic and invigoratingj 
it h highly efficacious in most diseases 
arising" from a weakened, exhausted, and 
disorganized slate of the constitution, and 
In many delicate and painful complaints 
peculiar tn the female ses, particularly in 
the yontig and middle-aged, and in most 
of that train of afflicting diseases from 



Debility and Spasai, Id St Vitus's Dancef 
and eyea in Uiat daiigenuiB aSectUMiijf the 
Lock«d Jaw, and other sgmmodlc and oon^ 
Tulflive diseases. . / 

* Patients adQutLediromMichael- 
nas, 1?»3» to June 4, 1819 . Sijm 

Wbdreof liave ibeen cured . . . . . .. 

Believed.... 

Discfawged. 
Nmw under rare 



W iUi such ooiiTincing'>prooft as • Ihsoe^ 
of the salutary and extraordinai^ povFjcm 
of 'medical £lectFieity brought beforcith^ 
pubUc, it might be imagined th^athe 
most prejudiced, ignorant, and inereduiiMlSt 
would cease to be haunted widi doubts and 
ai^rebensions, either of its KUety in ap-- 
plication, or of its certainty >in prodttctilij^ 
a>bcittfiataliresult. PaticiUs,ihowflvcri3are 
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naturally much influenced in their choice 
of remedies by the opinions of the faculty; 
and it is to be lamented that many of the 
latter, for Tarious reasons, are not over 
forward in recommeoding: medical Elec- 
tricity. Some few may be ig^norant of its 
powers; and many, from the multiplicity 
of their other avocations, may have no 
leisure to study the science. Yet it is not 
for want of publicity Wiog given to elec- 
trical operations, that the science remains 
unknown to medical practitioners ; for it 
has long been introduced into hospitals and 
army practice, and has uUo, in Lbe open 
face of day, been succe^fully employed 
by the Royal Humane Society, in the re- 
su&citative process of restoring suspended 
animation. Foreign practitioners too, have 
long'and generally applied its powers, both 
in medical and Surgical cases, with asto- 
nishing; success. 

Indeed this philosophical treatment of 
disease hj^ now become almost g-eneral j 
^eminent professors in every quarter of 



Europe have of late particularly directed 
.their attention to niedical Electricity, and 
ihave even applied its powers^ in many 
isordei's on nldch they liad never before 
<been tried ; anil in EUigland too, some 
cietitific medical men have now introdn- 
ed into their practice electrical agency. 

That the intelligent reader may form 
correct iilea of the nature and powers of 
his pliilosophical remedy, 1 shall give a 
lear bulconcise history of its discovery — of 
ts medical properties and efficacy in cer- 
in diseaaes — its gross abuse in others — and 
its successful employment in a variety 
f disorders ; — accompanied with a number 
f interesting: cases, which prove to de- 
onstratiou its practical utility. If all this 
all be found to have been done> it fvill 
rely not be deemed too presumptuous in 
e to assert, that this little work well de- 
rves the attention of the public, of the 
fHicted in particular, and not less so, of 
e professors of (he healing art. 
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— ^ — 

The tenn Electricity is derived from the 
Greek word xexr^ (amber) and the Latin 
void electrum. This name has been long 
applied to that etherial fluids sui-generit^ 
vbich pervades nnlTersal nature, as its toul 
and moving power- What its abstract 
nature and essence may be, cannot be fully 
ascertained ; but it is perfectly well known, 
'ihaX it resides more or less in all bodies in 
'diflbrent states, and in various modifica- 
tions — that its agency is felt in every de^ 
partment of nature, throughout the animal, 
T^etable, and mineral kingdoms — thus 
possessing the delegated attribute of a 
lotophieal ubiquihf. 

The astonishing eflfects which can be 



nctly traced to this active and power' 
principle, so different from those pro- 
duced by any other subordinate agency^ 
have attracted and engaged the attention 
f the scientific and philosophical of almost 
'every age and country. The result of these 
laborious researches into the sing-ular phe- 
nomenon, have aHbrded to our hmited fa- 
culties, no other certain conclusion, than 
that its exittence is univeraai^ and its pro- 

(eriies altogether extraordiTbary. 
Whatever importance speculative phi- 
losophy may atLacb to the discovery of this 
MuibtiJe and universal fluid, the knowledg-e 
^■pf its medical injiuence, is infinitely more 
^■nteresting to mankind, than even a perfect 
^■tcquaintance with its essence, or its ma- 
terial substance. 



The discovery of Electricity is of g-rca( 
antiquity- Thales, the chief of the seven 
sages of Greece, according to ancient his- 
ry, delected the existence of this subtile 
^iluid, about six hundred years before the 
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C'hi'istiati era. He was the first who ob- 
served ATTRACTION- to lie its distinguished 
property in umber — iind was go forctbly 
struck "'ilh the singular discoverv, that li 
was almost led to suppose th<Lt it possess 



TtiEOPHRASTUs, an ancientGreek phi- 
losopher, of ihe Peripatetic scfi'kol, "who 
lived about three hundred veara afte* 
Thales, observed the same property ii 
tourmaiin, yhich when rubbed, attracted 
light bodies within a limited distance, a" 
well as amber. More than two hundred 
years passed away, before the singular dia- 
coTery of Thal-es was again noticed l>y 
any other writer. Pliny, one of the most 
learned of the ancient Romans, revived the 
knowledg^e of that discoveryj by recording 
it as a strikinf^ proof of a latent aind inhe- 
rent power ill that odoriferous gum. 

' Several other naturalists of later times 
fotliid thdt many other substances possessed 
the same properly, and Dr. Gilbert, an 



eminent Eoglisb physician, by his very 
miDule researches, considerably enlarged 
the list of those bodies, which were called 
lectrics, and published a hook on the 
ubject, about the year 1600. He also 
discovered what may be called comparative 
ttraction — namely, that some bodies were 
Uracted -wilh greater force than others; 
nd that this power was invariably depend- 
nt on the state of the atmosphere — dry air 
iag favourable^ and humidity rendering 
e attractive power quite inert : he ac- 
ounted for the operation of this remarkable 
roperty by certain effluvia emitted from 
he attracting: body bein^ incrtamt by fric- 
'on. It is to this nice observer of the 
orks of nature, that we are also indebted 
r pointing out the conical appearance of 
electrified drops of water. 

^ The celebrated Christian philosopher, 
Robe:rt Boylb. the inventor of the air- 
ump, greatly added by his unwearied aud 
ell directed labours, to the list of disco- 
ered electrics. He found out that vitreous 



sLibetaaces possessed the power of attractioa 
in a less degree than restnous ones, and 
that this quality became iacreased in both, 
by their being wiped clean and warmed 
before the fire. He also noticed a new 
phenQiBenou — reciprocal atiraciion — tha( 
eleclrics when excited, were acted upor^ 
by other bodies, as strongly as they acte(J^ 

upon them. 

Electric repulsios, was nextdisco* 
vered by another philosopher. Otto Gue-i 
KicKE, a Prussian naturalist, in the year 
]630. His experiments proved the agency 
of a repetlirifc prnperly in the electric tluid. 
He found that llie substances attracted by a 
globe of sulphur* were afterwards repelled 
to n certain dii<(taiicet and remained 8ta<4 
tionary, liU ihey became in contact with 
another body, when they were atiain at- 
titicted as before, and with equal force. 
Thus a period of fight hundred yea 
had elapsed, before the second pow 
was discovered to belong to Electricity^ 
since which, this science advanced mor 
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rapidfy from its embryo to Its in/atU 
stale. 

Another nn^lar property in Electri- 
city vas also aecidently discovered by the 
great Botlb ; and that is Li«ht. Amber 
M no less indebted to that subtile fluid for 
its fragrance, than the precious gem of the 
purest water for its brilliancy — a * diamond 
rubbed on stuff was found to emit light in 
the dark.' Gubricke also noticed the tu- 
minou9 appearance in a glass tube when 
excited by rubbing. The electric light 
shone with great splendor to the observant 
eye of Dr, Wall, who was so forcibly 
struck with its appearance, that he ascribed 
to light itielf an electrical property, lie 
pointed out the strong resemblance be- 
tween electric light and ligklening, from 
the similar effects produced by both. To 
Otto Guerickb also is ascribed the dis- 
covery of electric light, but be this as it may, 
it is certain he was the first who noticed, 
another singular property of Electricity, 
SoQMn. This discovery was effected by the 



rubbing uf a glass tube, whicb produced 
sparkling noise. 



The immortal Nrwton» the greatest 
genius of his age, added his conlributiou 
of discoveries to the scanty knowledge 
then acquired of thiit science. He ol 
served the attraction of light bodies 
glass, on the opposite side to that whic| 
was excited hy manual friction. Tliis at 
traction of Negative Electricity, 
aBcribed to an elastic and pervading Jluii 
disengaged by the vibratory motion oc 
casioiied b^ rubbing. In ehort, after thd 
lapse of a centurif, a new era in the btstor 
of Electricity coainaenced, in the yea( 
1700. Th* period had then arrived, wht 
the glimmering twilight was succeeded b) 
the increasing spUndonrs of approaching^ 
day. 



It wan non' that some of the mo: 
learned men in Europe turned their atten- 
tion to the subject, and by the constructioa 
of various ingenious iiiatrumenta, explor 
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this hidden mine of wonders. By these 
jj^ieans they made further interesting dis- 
coveries, all of which tended to confirm 
the observations of the ancient philoso- 

IK HA.WRSBEE substituted a glass globe 
for one of sulphur, and wrote largely on 
Mfitectricity. Stephen Gray, made the 
^^iscovery of atmmunicating this subtile 
Quid to bodies in which it could not be ex- 
ed, and sug-gested the first idea of con- 
ductors. He also, with Desaguliers, il- 
lustrated the distinction of tkctrics and 
non-electrtcs, and added air to the number 
of viereous non-conductors. About the 
e time, Du Faye, in a neighbouring 
kingdoni) was actively engaged in pro&e- 
cuting similar enquiries ; and by many 
novel experiments, ascei'tained that great 
hml, as well as humidity, destroyed the 
effect of efectrlcal operations. He also 
discovered that all bodies insulated by an 
electric, was made to receive the Electricity, 
and to preserve the same positive or nega- 

D 




live poTver of attraction as the source frona 
whence it was derived: thai non-electrics 
received the imparted Electricity more 
than electrics, and trausnaitted the subtile 
fluid to a distance of more than twelve hun- 
dred feet. He was the first person who 
noticed the electric spark from a livioja; 
body. He also introduced the theory of 
two kinds of Eleclricily — the on^ peculiar 
to resinouSi and the other to vitreous sub- 
stances— a discovery which he deduced from 
the experiment of the former repelling, 
what the latter attracted. 

GuAV, in 1734, not only exhibited 
thebrilliancy of sparks, but the divergencif 
of electric light, the rays of which issued 
from a point in innntnerable lines^ pro- 
ceeding as from the centre, to the circum- 
ference of a faintly delineated circle. With 
him originated the idea of metallic co«4| 
dnctoTs, and he mainlamed the identity of 
lig;htening and Electricity. 



The Germans were now eagerly 



gaged iu prosecuting their enquiries into 
tbe Dature of this astunishing principle, 
and in improviug tlitir apparatus, They 
produced Douulu Gj^uJitia and C«la^s Cv- 
LiNDEKS, which not ouly exciled greater 
qtianiities of Electricity, but happily deve- 
loped another grand property in this uai- 
versal agent— H eat. The electric Jire was 
found by Ludolph and ollters to enkindle 
elherial spirits — la set brandy in a flarae 
by a spark obtained from the end of a fin- 
ger ; the candle blown out, was found 
capable of being again ignited^ and gun- 
powder exploded by contact with electrical 
fire ; but what was more astonishing than 
aU, it waa completely ascertained that it 
could pass through a living person without 
producing the siightest injarif. 

About the year 1750, a great lumi- 
nary arose to enlighten mankind in this 
obscure but important science — the illus- 
trious Fkanklin. This great man, though 
descended from British ancestry, and the 
boast of his native America, was barn for 
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the world. His successful and splendid 
labours leave m in doubt wbich more 
admire, the mighty powers of his mind, 
the benievolence of his desig^ns. He raiaei 
that superstructure, the top of which no^ 
reached the clouds of heaven, but the 
foundation of which was laid by an Al- 
mighty Architect. He disarmed the tre<flH 
mendoua thunder of its majestic terrors, 
and the vivid lightening of "its fierce de- 
struction. He promulgated the unerring 
law^s of electric agency, and established a 
theory, founded on innumerable facts, 

About the same time, the late venerable 
prelate. Dr. Watson, also noticed, that 
combustion could be produced by repulsiv^lfli^ 
as well as attractive eledricitif ; and that 
the matter of both not only passed over the 
surface, but penetrated the substance of all 
conducting bodies. He also advanced the 
new position — that vitreous bodies, as eleci 
tries, did not contain electric matter^ bu' 
were only subservient to its excitement, as 
^rat movers, and determiners of electrical 
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power. This acute perception of hidden 
ruth, was afterwards eonfirmetl by the 
pinion of Wilson, who proved by satisfac- 
ry experimenls, that the earth was the 
real depositary of this etherial Jluid. At 
is period, so propitious to useful disqov- 
ry, Germany produced the important in- 
ention of the Leyden Jar^ by the con- 
tructioQ of which, the electric matter is 
accumulated and concentrated within the 
local limits of a few square inches, like the 
ivergent particles of the solar rays, collec- 
d to a point in the burning mirror. 

Da. Watson, as well as Franklin, ob- 
rvcd the two states of the electric power. 
R. Myles, and Ma. Smeaton, in this 
untry, and Abbe Nollet in France, re- 
arked the effect of the electric fire on the 
aporation of ^uids, in the various chang- 
o{ organized bodies^ in the animal, vege- 
ble, and mineral kingdoms. 

The knowledge of all these properties 
ing essential to the medicinal uses of 



Electricity, in the relief and cure of human 
tnaladiest the proper application of this 
subtile agent, seemed now to be pointe 
out by the Jiitg-er of Omnipotence, Notlun 
more appeared to be wanting to the success' 
of medical Electricity, than to remove those 
terrors, with which that powerful agen 
had long alarmed the uninformed. Foi 
this purpose, much had already been done. 
The great Franklin, to inspire confidence 
in the powers of this elementary fin 
trace the origin of its high descent, and to 
shield the defenceless from its unrestrained 
and dreadful contact, sent up a kite to^he 
clouds, and fearlessly brought down the 
lightening within his grasp. He wrapt him- 
self in its diffusive rays, and proved to the 
world the perfect safety to be found in its 
expansive and diluted form. This grand 
esperimentj was made at the same time in 
France, which not only led to the construc- 
tion of metallic conductors to save dwel- 
lings fiom sudden destruction, and our 
lives from the fury of the vivid lightening, 
but to teach us the certain cure of some 
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iiman diseases, Uy a fnrmidable aijGiit dis- 
rmed of its Tiolence, and made at once a 
•jerfeclly harmless and powerful remedy. 



These splendid and interesting^ dis- 
jverles roused the philoaophera of all 
countries, but particularly of Europe, to 
Investigate still more minutely the won- 
lerful properties of that power, which was 
So tended by the wise and beuevolent Au- 
Ihor of nature, for maiis advantage, though 
mown only fur ages, as the agent of ter- 
)r and destruction. Many distinguislied 
foreigners pushed their re-searches to the 
utmost limits that inquisitive anxiety could 
lictate, and by a series of novel experi- 
lenta, ascertained the existence of two 
states of Electricity, to which the terms 
>f positive and negative were applied — 
lerras synoiiimoiis with those of plm and 
linus adopted by Dr. Franklin. It was 
liscovered too, that neither of these pro- 
lerties were essentially inherent in vitreous 
lor resinous electrics, and that the air itself 
^\V!^s rapalile of being charged with tliii* 
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subtile niiitler, and of retaining its influ- 
ence like a Leydeii Jar- 

The accumilated force of the electricJ 
fluid, was next found subservient to chy-J 
raical uses — to the dejlagration and revivi'i 
ficalion of metalUc substances. Hence the, 
causes of many phenomena bolh meteoro- 
logical and atmospherical, were now dis-j 
tinctly traced to the laws and attributes ofJ 
an electrical principle. The avenues oi 
knowledge beings thus widely opened manyi 
distinguished and highly-gifted individuals^ 
advanced to shed new lig-ht on this inter- 
esting science — such as Becaria, Symneb»j 
Canton, Cigna, and others. 



The principal writer, however, whoj 
contributed most to improve our acquaint- j 
ance with Electricity, and who recorded in 
his luminous pages its rise and progress, 
was the learned Dr. Priestly. That 
eminent philosopher, by many original 
experimeuls enlarged the list of conduct- 
ing and non-conducting fluids and solids. 
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He pointed out also the laierai explo- 
«on, and other interesting matters in 
electrical operations. To Henley we owe 
the knowledge of the course of electric 
fluid, in the discharge of the Leyden Jar, 
and the method of ascertaining the quan- 
ity in one charged. Many others might be 
entioned, as Swinden, Fergusson, the 
ate Lord Stanhope* Catallo, Lovbt, 
Wesley, and Birch, who all deserve the re- 
gard of posterity for their assiduous labours. 



Another olass of benefacfora also have 
iqual claims on the {^ratitude of mankind : 
these by their ing-euuity and skill, have 
)th discovered and improved the philo- 
Dphical apparatus necessary for the deve- 
>pemfint of the electrical principle ; and 
for the experimental and practical illuslra- 
ition of its powers and medical properties, 
'he progress of improvement in every 
)ranch of science, to a mind fitted for 
ich studies, must be a source of delight- 
ful reflection. On glancing over the various 
islruments invented by genius and exe- 



cuted by art, we discover a gradation no ipw 
remarkable in the annals of philosophy, 
than in the moral progress of the world. 
From the simple electric apparaLus tbund 
in a piece of amber, to the powerful ma- 
chine at Ilaerlem, the contrast is as great 
as that of the mite with the elephant. It 
might be deemed superSuous to go mi- 
nutely into this part of the subject, and hJM 
shall therefore only notice, that Lane, 
Priestly, Naibnb, Jones, and Cuxa- 
BEKTSON, have by their joint labours, in^lj 
various con triTances, greatly improved on 
the plans originating with the Germao^H 
mechanics, and brought these machines 
to a higher, state of perfection, than had 
ever before been attained. Other and im- 
portant apparatus, adapted to illustrate the 
powers of this agent, and to aid the philo- 
sopher in Ilia researches and esperimeois, 
were from time to time brought forward. 
The single and combined jars to contain 
the electric matter — the simple and com-*'^ 
plex electrometers to gaog-e the electrical 
charge — the points and balls to exhibit tl 
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rilliancy and force of electrical light and 
sound, with many other ingenious contri- 
ances to ascertain llie state of atmospheric 
ectricily, and to retain and condense tbis 
wer, have been produced, and have the 
strongest claims on our attention. 
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To the celebrated De Luc, the scien- 
tific are indebted for one of the most cu- 
rious machines ever inTeoted. It is formed 
of two small columns, which exhibit the 
powers of electrical attraction and repul- 
lioD — producing with measured and unu 
arm minuteness, distinct vibrations in a 
suspended ball, like the pendulum of a 
clock ; presenting at once to ihe mind the 
idea of perpetual motion^ as well as the 
tnore wonderful law maintained throughout 
nature, by Ihe action and re-acLion of these 
opposing- powers, in the simple substance 
of an elementary principle- 

•I 

To the inquisitive researches of man, 
aided by the penetration of genius, we are 
Iso made to ta^^te and shsll the elec- 



trie fluid, two of its otJier singular proper- 
ties. When, or by whom, these plienomena 
were first noticed, is not recorded ; but 
tlie facts tlieinselves are too evident to our 
senses, to admit of doubt. The tongue 
Tvheii placed ia coutact even with the at- 
mosphere of an electrical machine, is sure 
to be affected by a iaste resembling a me- 
tallic suh-acid 6avour. The olfactory as 

w 

well as the gustatory nerves, convey to the 
sensoriura peculiar feelings. The smell 
of the electric air, is phosphoreous and sul- 
phureous—these two properties, added to 
the others, complete the attributes of that 
material soui^ which inhabits this system 
or worltl, and is to its motions and revolu- 
tions, what the heart is to the human 
frame—" the well springs of Life, " and the 
vital source of actiou and re-action. 

Electricity, though materia], possesses 
few of the grosser properties of matter. Its 
origin is derived from the great fountain 
of all life and power; and it began lo hsy 
when that Omnipotent voice called the 



world out of chaos, anil formed a beauteous 
creation of organized atoms. It is no extra- 
vagant oor impious speculation to suppose, 
that the Mosaic account of the production 
of light, before the creation of the Sun, al- 
ludes to the Ifirth of the electric principle, 
as the grand material agent employed for 
the formation and government of nature, 
in all the complicated forms of her animate 
and ijiaminate existence. The mobility 
and velocitif of Electricity, as well as its 
other qualities and known laws, all concur 
in confirming the view I have takeu of its 
vice-regal authority under the greai First 
Cause, so apparent in preserving the grand 
equilibrium nf at least our planetary sys- 
tem, and the world we inhabit. To shew 
that this is no visionary hypothesis of niys" 
tic philosophy, I ahall present my readers 
with an abstract of the known laws of the 
electric principle ; and then enquire more 
particularly lulo the nature of that power, 
which is uo less forrnidahU in its destruc- 
tive forccy than potent in lis healing ttir- 

E 
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LAWS OF ELECTRICITY, 



E existence of this uniTeraally dif- 
fused principle, and its active as well as 
passive ag-ency in nature, having been es- 
tablished by numerous experiments, the 
fact has become an axiom in pliiloaophj, 
as incontrovertible as nuy numerical truth 
supported by mathematical demonstration. 
The laws by which this power is governed", 
are founded on the nature and fitness of 
things ; are well adapted to its efficient ai^ll 
strumentatittf ; and may be comprehended 
in a few plain and distinct particulars. 



Ist. — The electric principle acts 
cretit/t and becomes cogtilzable to our cc 
poreal perceptions only., when its equtl 
brivm is disturbed by some external cause. 
Friction on vitreous or resinous substan- 



era — ignition or evaporation by the trads- 
mis.sion of heat, or a dimunition of its 
temperature — the escape or accession of 
caloric; will rentier the electric fluid cog- 
nizable to our senses, 

2nd. — The electric principle has ait 
jUtribute of motion, and passes through 
\e mbslance of some bodies and fiiiids, and 
tot through others. These have been dis- 
Unguished by the synonimous terms of 
mductors and non-eiectrics, or non-con- 
luciors or electrics. The order and de- 
rees of their conducting- power are indi- 
ited by the following table; — all metals 
a proportionate degree, from ihe highest 
ithe lowest in value, ores, charcoal, water, 
3e, SQOW, salts, mi\ stones, smoke, and 
team. Non-cvudnctors—^rxXTtann,^ resinous, 
wd bitumenous substanceSj even those 
>rmed of metallic bodies — precious stones, 
iulphur, wood, silk, cotton, wool, feathei"S, 
Jair, paper, hard stones, and oil. The 
jrmer of enumerated bodies and fluids are 
[only the channels of communication, and 



retain no part of tlie electric fluid in its 
transit or passage ; while the latter prevent 
its escape, and offera a resistance to i 
progress. 

3rd. — The electric principle _po^s£jiff 
velociiy, and teiil aiwai/s take the sfiortes 
course i)i forming a conjunction with t' 
source from which it is derived. If tw 
conductors of equal capability, but of un 
equal length be used* the shorter of th 
two will convey the electric matter, an 
the other will be nugatory. When th 
conducting- communication terminates in a 
point, or is obstructed by the intervention 
of an electric, or imperfect conductor, tha 
electrical fluid will be expanded into aiq 
infinity of rays, mingle with the circumam- 
bient air, or by the most violent impulse 
force itself through the most impenetrable 
bodies, with a lound indicating the density 
of its quantum, and the effort of its action 



4th. — The electric principle may n« 
verifieless be arrested in its course, and it 
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velocittf staid bi/ electrics. This fluid ex- 
cited ill, or imparted /o, positive or nega- 
tive electrics, in au adequate degree of their 
capability, will retain the charge till it is 
conveyed off by humidity or metallic com- 
munication. Thus a leyden jar charged 
with electric matter, in dry and frosty wea- 
ther, retains its content* for some weeks, or 
will be immediately discharged, by forming- 
the circuit of communication by a metallic 
rod between the inner and outer surface. 

5th. — The electric principle is a mu' 
tuble one, and varies lis slate by J'riciiun 
with an opposite electric — the positive be- 
comes negative^ or visa versa. Rough g'lass 
will be p<isitineli/ electi'ified when rubbed 
with silk, sulphur, nnd mctii\s— negatively, 
with woollens, was, (japer, and the hand. 
White silk rubbed with black, becomes po- 
f^itiveiy electri6ed— bntwe^a/iweiy so, when 
rubbed with paper, hair and the Iiand. 
^^he nearest yjointoi'aconductor to a char- 
^%ed electric, is positievly electrified, the 
farther TtegaUveli/. 

E 2 
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6th._The eleclric principle nevtrthe 
less in either state, always retains its pecu 
liar and distinct properties inviolable. Pi 
sitive or attractive Electritily, either exci 
ted or imparted, will not unite with attrac- 
tive Electricity, but repel it; and negatiri 
Electricity will not assimilate with a stab 
the same as its own ; while the two opp 
Bite states form an immediate junction. 

Tth.^Lastly. The electric principle 
balances the powers of nature, preserves 
its harmony, and maintains that umversai^^ 
order, which is * heaven's great law. *^ 
Whether in its positive or negative state — 
as if by an instinctive impulse, it will only 
traverse in that direction, which with 
quickness of thought, restores the equili- 
brium of its quiescent atate. Thus it rec- 
tifies the effects of any accidental distur- 
bance of its previous condition, and by 
plastic and Tii)ratory power, as well as 
its occult and all prevading influence, 
carries on the great purposes of the Crea 
tor and preserver of the world. 
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Tliese laws^ like an ailamanliiie cliaiii, 
liind this formiilable power witliin its as- 
sij,''jie(I limits. 'Hitherto shah thou come, 
but no farther,' is the irrevocahle mandate 
of Omnipotence. Though there may be 

Eie occasional semblance of deWatioii, yet 
le immutability of llie principle, in all its 
perations, ivill be found slrictltf preserved. 
This great and fundamental Irfctb may he 
xemplified in numberless experiments — 
ither from Electricity produced artificially 
y machines and philosophical apparatus, 
r observed as existing naturally in the 
tmospheric regions, in metereological ap- 
^arances, or in animal bodies; as deve- 
pe<l particularly in those which po!*sess 
reat power of vitality or tenacity of life, 
aa in cats, frogs, or the torpedo. 

Though it is proper I should proceed 
fto far in elucidating the philosophy of the 
electrical principle, yet, as its mtdicui 
utility in the cure of diseases, is the great 
and primary object of this nork, I shall 
endeavour to keep within the scope of my 



54 



design, by directing^ my observations Ip 
tha^branch of the subject. It is, however, 
necessary to notice here, that in order to 
illustrate the properties, laws, and uses, of 
Electricity, it requires a well constructed 
machine of adequate powers, and a variety 
of ingenious apparatus. After all, the hum- 
ble imitations of etherial agency, thus dia- 
placed, are at best but faint representations 
of the grand phenomena^ and the daily re- 
volutions in nature ; which from their fre- 
quency are too apt to pass by un-noti- 
ced and unheeded, while the puny and im- 
perfect imitations of art, attract the eager 
gaze, and excite the admiration of man- 
kind — a striking proof, of the dimness of 
our intellectual vision, and of our powers 
to appreciate supreme perfection. 
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Jiemarks on. the Machine and Apparatus 

T.N describing- the electrical appnratus, I 
shall confine my explanation to the ci/lin.' 
dricai machine, which from experience, I 
have found to be vastly superior for medi- 
cal uses, and not inferior for philosophical 
experiments, to plate ones; being at OBce 
more simple, less expensive, and requiring 
a smaller portion of Itouble, than the glass 
planes, invented by Dr. Ixgewhouz and 
improved by Cuthbertson. This ma- 
chine consists of four distinct, and dissi- 
milar parts. 

■ 1st The principal part consists of a 

PS^ell annealed glass cylinder, thin in the 
centre, and thick on lUe sides; its power 
will be proportioned to the smoothness 
and evenness of its surface, and the extent 
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of its diameter— which for philosophical 
and medical uses, ought to exceed twelve 
inches, with a corresponding' leng-th. 



1 



2nd. — The second part is a rubber,' 
which consists of a cushion stuffed with 
horse-hair, wool, or flannel, covered with^ 
leather of a proportionate dimension to that 
of the cylinder, for producing friction on^ 
the surface of the glass. 



Srd. part. — la a metallic conductor o 
acylindrical form, wiUi semi-globular ends, 
to one of which, several points are fixed 
to the other, a metal tube, or pointed wire, 
and over which a metal ball is screwed. 
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4th. part. — Is the stand which sup- 
ports these electric and metallic appara- 
tus, and the machinery which sets the 
whole in motion. Various contrivancea^| 
have been employed for this purpose, but 
on every account, I prefer the double wheel 
which, while it lessens labour^ increasei 
pcieer. 



The Stand The cylinder being" cap- 

ed at the ends, and made firm by beinp 
cemented on its shoulders, is supported 
horizontally on two snhstanlial glass pil- 
ars, one on each side— to facilitate the mo- 
ion on its axis, two wheels with groves, a 
cat-g-ut band compassing them cross-ways, 
ith a moveable handle to turn the larger 
heel, by which the revolution of the cy- 
inder is produced. 

The cushion or rubber, should also be 
upported on a glass pillar, and affixed to 
n elastic plate of brass, with ball screws 
n adjusting steel spring behind and 
nother below it, to produce an horizontal 
en and equal pressure, on the surface of 
e cylinder. 

Tbe conductor, made of brass or cop. 
er, polished and lackered, should also be 
xed on a solid and leaded wooden stand, 
apported by a glass column. The insn- 
tion of these pillare is hest secured by the 
glass and metal caps of the cylinder being 



being varnished, by wliicti tlie escape of 
the electric fluid, from the humiiiit}' wbic( 
attaches to the glass in a clamp atniosphercj 
will be preveuted. The power of the 
linder is also increased if its inner surface 
is thus coated, and a small hole perforated 
in the cap to admit air into its cavity. 
The wood-work should be well seasoned, 
made strong to uphold the whole, and 
turned by an engine-lath, so as to be per- 
fectly free from points and angles : these 
are the es*e7ii!irtif ^ar/s of that philosophi- 
cal apparatus. 
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To improve its capability slill further, 
a conductor similar to the other, (with the 
exception of the collecting points) but of 
smaller dimensions, may be attached 
the cushion or rubber, which will enable 
the practitioner to administer negative 
well as positive ElectriciLy — (hisappendas 
is termed mgattve conductor, while tl 
other is described as the positive, A hras 
chain is suspended from the cushion to the 
g;rouud, lo render eflectual the collection 



the electric fluid from the air and earth; 
and a piece of persian sUk is glued on the 
lower part of Ihe rubber, aod made to pass 
between the cushion and the glasa over 
one half the eircumfereoce of the cylinder, 
to increase the excitation of the electric 
fluid, and to prevent its dissipation before 
it reaches the poititsof the positive conduc- 
tor. In addition to tliese, fejc instruments 
are required to explain the properties of 
Electricity, or to apply them medically — 
a Lcyden jar or medical bottle, with an 
Electrometer to guage the quantum of its 
charge — chains and wire to , conduct the 
fluid — directors of various kinds to apply 
it topically — a stool nnd chair supported 
on glass pillars and a metallic plate to 
place the patient on — will comprise the 
requisites for electrical application. For 
philosophical experiments, the list of arti- 
cles must be considerably increased. To 
give, however, the reader somelhing like 
a correct idea of the electrical machine 
and the necessary n|ipaTatiis, 1 must refer 
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him to the plate and the descriplion at il 
end of the book. 
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tder the 



laving exhibited to the rea 
machine and apparatus for the illustration 
of the properties, laws, and application of 
Electricity, it is now necessary to give 
some directions as to the mode of its being 
excited, and preserved from injury ; which 
cannot perhaps be niuch better done, than 
by pointing out a few easy experiments to 
exemplify the truth of the preceding o 
servations, on this extraordinary agent. 
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In the first place, air the machine be- 
fore the five, if damp — wipe it dry and 
dust the whole well— spread a little ta1tol4| 
on a piece of leather, and turn the wbetl 
and apply it to the cylinder — then wipe it 
off with a hot rough towel — procure or 
make some amalgum for use* — spre^-' 
this also oi» a piece of leather, and th 
apply rt to the cylinder. Some amalgi 
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lioiild al^o be laid on tJie silk of ihe cush- 
ion, but only in the line of the rubber, 
which comes iji contact uilli the glass, 
bould the adhesion be too great, and the 
volution difhcult, rub a little whiting on 
be silk, by which the action will be imme- 
iately corrected. 

Suspend the chain from the negative 
nductor to the ground, and then turn 
e wheel, observing at the same time the 
citation of electric fluid. If the machine 
in order» the cylinder will sparkle, and 
viqce the presence of electric light, and 
on fill the room with electric matter. To 
reserve the machinery in proper order, 
b off with a quill, and wipe with a towel 
e oxydated metals adhering to the cyltn- 
er, and the dust to Ihe conductors, silk 
nd cushion — taking care, to keep the 
hole apparatus in a dry place. 

lat. Experiment. — To show Ihe Elec' 
ric A Uraction— hold in your hand a siik 
,rea(J, to which a ieathqr pr pilh^ball ia 



sUBpeiided — bring it near tlie macliine 
wlieii excitetl, and the altraclion will h4 
evident. The dust in a room will mora 
thickly collect about the conductors than 
any other part of the machine, being at- 
tracted there by the sphere of electrical iu- 
fluence. 

2nd. Experiment. — Comparative At- 
traction. Some substances are more easily 
attracted than others — make the trial as 
before with a small pith-ball, suspend 
with a icvrnfed thread, and it wiH be see 
that the attraction will be greater. 

3rd. Experiment.— ^e«;?rocfl/ Attrac- 
tion. This will be seen by holding tw 
pith-bnils suspended by silk — the on 
brought within the atmosphere of the pw 
gitivey and the other within that of the ne- 
gatioe conductor—bring- them then near 
each other, when they will attract eac 
other. 



4th. Experiment. — Electric Bepvl 



tan. Tlie feather and pilh-balls also ex- 
ibit this property —being first attracted, 
lien brought within tliy sphere of electri- 
al influence, which cliarges, and then re- 
els them to the nearest conducting sub- 
taiice. 

6th. Experiment. — Reciprocal Repnl- 
ion. If two feathers or pith-balls be at- 
ched to each end of a silk thread, and 
uspended across the wire of the conductor, 
" ey will repel each other. 

6th. Experiment. — To exhibit the 
lectric Light, turn the wheel, observe the 
collecting points of the conductor, and un- 
screw the brass ball at the end— a burst of 
electric light will appear, if in a darkened 
rooiD, as diverging from that point. On 

te negative conductor, from the pointed 
re, a cone of converging Jight will be 
seen, if tlie suspended chain be removed. 
The luminujts conductor or exhausted jar, 
ill show the same appearances. 
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7tli. Experiment. — Eitfiric Sound^ 
This will be perceived by a rustling- crackti 
ling noise round the cylinder wheii well 
excited ; or from the points which exhibit 
the diverg-eiit light. The brass ball of onil 
of the directora» to which a chain should be 
connected, suspended to the ground and 
presented to the ball of the conductor — 
when a sparkling line of light will be seen^^ 
and a mapping sound heard. 



8th, Esperiment.^To render the Eie^ 
trie Heat distinctly perceptible, connect oni 
of the directors with the prime conductor, 
and apply the ball to any part of the bodj 
covered with cloth, and then turn the 
wheel — a prickling and tingling- heat will 
be felt, both at the time> and after the ha 
is removed. 
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9th. Experiment.— T/u- Electrical Fire 
will enkindle inrtammable suhstances. 
some spirits of wine into a table ^ 
and heat it a little under a candle, ti 
pour it into a small ladle fixed to t| 
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positive conductor, and vith an infltilated 
director and chain, cottnected with the 
ground, take a spark from the centre of 
the ladle, and the spirits will be enkindled. 

10th. Expetiment^T^e Electric Shock 
may be felt to a greater or less degree. 
Suspend a Leyden jar to the prime con- 
ductor, and slide the wire of the electro*- 
meter to bring the iiyier ball almost in 
ronfaot with the conductor ; from the outer 
-one, suspend a chain of equal length, the 
ends of which hold in each hand, and oa 
the reiolutibn of the wheel, a shock wiR 
be felt : tfiis may be in'ade greater by 
irithdrawtng the inner ball of the electro- 
meter to a greater distance from the con^ 
^uctbr, or less by placing it nearer. 

Utfa. Ezperiment.-^To observe tb6 
Taste of the electric fluid: Pfesent the 
tongue to the air produced from the point 
of the conductor after the ball is unscrew ed, 
ittad'the diversity of the rays a<^ing on the 
nervoiM pApilkt of that, organ, will give a 
«ub-acid and metallic flavour. 



12th. Experiment. — To affect the O 
factoty nerves, and produce the Smeli of 
the electric matter, it is only necessary to 

Lbe present at several revolutions of the 
"wlieelj and the Electricity excited by the 
machine which is dissipated in the air, will 
produce a sulphureous and phosphorical 
smell, soon rendering the air impure for 
respiratioii. 
^ By numerous and striking esper 
ments, these governing- principles in Elec 
Iricity may, by proper apparatus, be di 
tine tly exhibited, and satisfactorily proved 
but as a more complete developeraent 
Electricity, and as a preliminary to the 
investigation of its medical properties^ \ 
shall DOW pass on to ofier a fetv illustra, 
tions of its operative influence, as exhi 
biled in nature, particularly in the atmo" 
pheric regions. 



Aa Electricity mechanically excited 
has led to the most important results in 
medical practice, by the cure of many dan- 



erous diseases— it is no less Lrue, lhat ihe 
liscovery o( its ^^ency in meteorology, has 
learly pointed out the sure means of 
efeuce Mgainst the perils of thunder and 
ig'htening, and afibrdeiil us a certain clue 
o many of the secrets of nature, which 
had been concealed for ages, from the pry- 
"ng eye and keen researches of philosophy, 
t is now known, that the electric principle 
ill account for a. variety of the wonderful 
henomena we behold in nature, many 
"ndeed of which, may be unequiTocally 
race<l to its active and passive agency. 

1st. — Tkunder and Lightening, The 
conjecture long entertained by philoso- 
hers, that Lightening and Electricity were 
'entically the same, has been satisfactorily 
roved bv many, but particularly by Da. 
AANIiLl^. That great man, by the sim- 
Te experiment of a kite, wliich he raised 
: a thunder cloud, and by a hempen 
read with which he conducted the fluid 
a key suspended to it, obtained a spark 
from it, as from the positive conductor of 



an electrical macliiiie. He was led I 
make this experiment, by observing' the 
influence of poinis in silently ciarrying o 
Electricity without an explosion. Henc 
the introduction of iron rods, placed per- 
pendicularly from Llie earth or water, and 
elevated above the protected object, to se 
cure buildings and ships from damagei 
and lives from destruction. 
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2nd Storms and Tempests, Hail, 

jRain^i Dm, and various Winds, may als 
be distinctly traced to the ag-ency of th 
same power. The ocean_the grand re- 
servoir of salt and water, composed of an 
electric and ii on-electric, developes Elec-i 
tricity by their/Wciio/i, which may be clea 
ly perceived in the night, hy its luminou 
appearance. The repelled fluid rises i 
vapours to the atmospheric region, anij 
there remains for a time suspended. Par 
tides of water from the humid earth, rai 
ed by Electricity from evaporation al 
a.scend above. The air thus loaded, is by 
adverse winds, produced by electrical 



urrents, compressed ; and by the latter 
discharging their Electricity, the surcharg- 
ed clouds become condensed, and fall in 
ews or showers, rain or hail, storms or 
tempesls. Water-spn-uts, too, Wk^.r /.minds ^ 
and Hurricanes^ are also produced by 
the power of the electric principle — they 
are generally attended with thunder and 
lightening, and their analogy, ma^ hepro- 
ved hif experiments, with the electrical ma- 
chine^ 
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3rd. — The Aurora Borealis, Falling 
Stars, and Tgnvs Fatvus, also manifest the 
existence and operalion of the electric fluid. 
The beautiful appearance of the northern 
ights, as was observed in the year 1804, 
nd the less splendid and occasional exhi- 
bition of the divergent Lleclricity from the 
IVorth Pole, may be imitated with artificial 
Electricity, by the luminous conductor, or 
xhmtsted Jiask', ivhich fully prove, not only 
the identity of Electricity and lightening but 
Ihe identity of their operation. The fall- 
siurs, and other meteors, uliicb shoot 
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from the tiky when the weatlier is clear aud 
calm, are but the workings of weak El 
tricity, passing off to different conducli 
substances floatintf in the air, and th 
iinitinjf their opposite stales, to restore the 
balance of their proper quaiitiim. The 
most remarkable of these meteora was pa 
ticularly noticed by Beccar-ia, who h 
mediately ascertained hy experimeat, that 
it was occasioned by the air being over- 
charged with electric matter. These balls 
of fire not only appear to descend from tb 
sky on the masts and rigging of siiips, bu 
also to ascend to tbem from the turbulen 
waves, in vivid of flames of various hues^ 
and to various beigiits. The ignns fatu 
of swampy grounds, so often observed 
which appears Lo i\et\ along within a yard 
or two of the siiriace, is but the emissions 
of iuflaniinable air, kindled into a lambent 
flame by the electric spark. 

4tb. — Eavth(fnakes and Volcanic Erup' 
tions too, are allowed by philosophers to 
be produced by Ihc electric action. These 
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tremendous scourges visit both the tem- 
perate and torrid zoaea — in climes propi- 
tious to health and Ufe — in seasons mild, 
and in temperature equable. Even in such 
cliinates, and under the serenest skies, the 
electrical matter shoots in beautiful corns-, 
cations from air to earth, and from earth to 
air ; and by the dreadful discharge of op- 
posite Electricities applies the destructive 
torch to all inflammable matter within the 
reach of its influence, and acts the whole 
in an instant blaze. By the irresistible 
power and velocity of the electric action, 
whole continents are shaken and shattered 
in a moment — lience islands and volcanoes 
are formed, from the eruptions of a world 
jj^nvulsed. The lightening and the thunder 
vhich cap llie summits of a burning moun- 
tain, point distinctly lo the agent, then at 
work. In the bowels of an Etna, a Vesuvi- 
ous, and a Hecla. These awful pheno- 
mena, may also be imitated by artificial 
Electricity, which proves the agency of 
t ekmmtary fire. 
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The mild and gentle operations of tiatiiifi 
in her ordinary works of creative, preservt^ 
iive, and re^uscitative processy both in the 
animal, and vegetable kingdoms, may be 
as distinctly traced to the benign influence 
of Electricity, as can the terrific grandeur 
of its disturbed repose. The properties of 
this occult principle, is not more evident u|| 
the centrifug-al and centrepetal force in the 
solar system, than in the systole and dias-^ 
tole of the human heart, Thisis both ll 
main spring and pendulum, of that g^rei 
horologium which points out the contr 
vance, and which loudly bespeaks, an In 
teltigent First Cause. To enumerate the ot 
jects which exhibit its power, would vastlj 
exceed the compass of this volume. Onl 
look into nature in ail her forms — examiue 
her larvs, and study her appearances^, an^M 
the reader will soon be enabled to trac^^ 
the footsteps of this powerful and utiiversal 
agenf, through everv gradatij^n^ and ei 



luik ill the cfuiiu o( beimr^ 



The philosophy of atuiusphcric El 



icity has been araply ilemonatratetl by 
any eminent and ingenious men, whose 
orks on tliat subject, afford both insiruc- 
on anil amusement. 

By the discovery, however of the elec- 
'cal prinuipk in animal nature, and 
artieularly in the bodies of some fish and 
pliles, we have acquired a knowledge of 
nother most important branch of the aci- 
nce of Electricity— termed animal -Elec- 
icily, or a modification of tht same sur- 
ising power, which reigns and rulea over 
is our lower world. 

This was first developed by the stun- 
ning blows given l»y the torpedo, and the 
mnotus eleclricus. The torpedo, is pos- 
saed of the power of giving a shock like 
Leydeu jar, by placing the hands on the 
pper and the lower surface of the fiali, 
le charge of electric matter being always 
roDger out of ils native element than 
it; indeed this fish may be consi- 
ered as an electrical machine, actings at 



llie will oi' the animal, All tliese powe 
of the torpedo are exceeded in the elect 
cal eel, and by the exertion of which, 



kills 



Th( 



in&tinrtive percepti 
of this fish is such, as not to tranf^mit its 
Electricity to non-conducting substances. 
The singular power of the great eel of Si 
rinam, Tvaa known to the ancients, and 
was policed by natural historians as bein^ 
found in marshy places, and not to bl 
taken * unless in toxic ated'_or rather, whel 
the power of electric excitement was sua 
pended or destroyed ; other fish also, 
the silitriii, and the tetradon eleciricui 
possess the same power, but in a less" 
degree. 



The electric principle was also accr- 
dentalty discovered in the dead bodies 
frogs., by the delicate touch of a female 
hand, and a metallic substance. This led 
to the moat important results — to the know- 
ledge of the animal Electricity of the brain 
influencing the whole nervous and mnse»<J^|| 
lar systems, and elicited by dissimilar me- 



Is, formin<j; the circuit of communication 
etweeo the orig^in and extremities of 
different nerves. These discoveries g^ve 
birth to a new science, which in honour 
f the learned Italian, Galvatji, who with 
n wearied assiduity, hud prosecuted hia 
searches in the development of this 
ew phenomenon, has been called after 
is n ame — Galvanism , 

The science of Galvanism forms the 
-cond part of the subject of this volume, 
nd to which 1 shall liereafter direct the 
aders attention. The metaitic and chy- 
ical excitement of the galvanic influence, 
unquestionably one of the greatest dis- 
overies of ancient or modern times. It is 
o less wonderful in its resuscitative pou>- 
s, than is Electricity in its vivifying pro- 
erlies ; but above all, its medical energy 
far excels the electrical principle mecha- 
ically excited, as the mtridian hlazs, the 
unar light — in short, where the one ends 
''s efficiency, the other begins its viig/tt. 

G i 



Having given some brief, but I lio 
plain illustrations of the laws of the ele 
trie power, before I quit tbe subjecl, 
would just notice its influence in vegetabi 
life, as observed in the sensitive plant, and 
in its partial exhibition in inag'netic budiei 

•j* Whence doesil Iiappea, lhat the plant which wellj 
" We name the semilioe, should move and feel ? 
" Whence know her [eaves to atuiwer herconiDiaudi 
*' And wilh quick horrorj fly the Deighbouriog haadj 

I 

This phenomenon ia fully explainec 
by considering' the plant as the depositar 
of electric matter, which both abstract 
and retains the act^uired fluid — and whi( 
by presenting ita redundant portion lo till 
conducting points of the human band, 
discharged of its turgid load, and drofw* 
its leavesj in token of ease. Other plantB»_ 
insulated and elecirijied^ will also ere 
their leaves, and be a:: readily disckarge3( 
by the point of a conducting body. 



The strong resemblance between Mag^ 
netism and Eleviridii^y may be observed in 



any respects. Tliey possess in common 
he powers of attraction and repulsion in 
heir different poles, but the magnetic pro- 
;rty is only retained by ferruginous bo- 
es ; and differs from the electric, as it 
oes not, like the latter, affect the senses, 
or reside on the surface, but in the very 
earl of the loadstone — nor does it impart 
power so as to become inert, as electri- 
ed bodies do, after discharging- their con- 
nts. But, notwithstanding we cannot 
rry the analogy quite so far as to iden- ' 
*fy the principle in both from its not con- 
iuingin each the exact same properties, 
et there is no more reason to doubt, that 
agnetism is a modijication of Electricity, 
than that Galvanism is the same power che- 
ically excited. 

To illustrate these remarks, let the cu- 
'ou8 try the following experiment, which 
have myself frequently made. Charge 
large LeyUen jar, and send the shock 
rough a good sized neeffle — and by a sin^ 
\e disclinrge, you will immediately give it 
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a polarity as grmt as thai imparled by the 
loadstone ; and it will then as faithfully 
point to the north star, as the mariner's 
compass iu a case of glass, But, here we 
are stopped by a question, the answer lo 
which, fixes a dissimularitif not to be rfl^Hj 
moved. Can the magnetic stone, which 
gives a new power to the polished wire, 
annul its own act, and strip the recipient^ 
of its possession ? No, this is the peroga- 
tive of Electricity alone. Try again — and 
another stroke of an electrical charge will 
be found to expel the magnetic property, 
and the needle, obedient lo its mandate, 
sinks itgaiii into its former state. If then 
no power can bestow that which it does 
not possess, we may be allowed to ask 
the sceptical opponent, for the solution of 
a difficulty, not easily given. How is it 
that mineral, vegetable, animal and atmos- 
pherical Electricity, should preserve a pei^f 
feet uniti/ of principle, in a diversity of op- 
perations ? The philosopher will answer — 
it 18 the law of nature — but the Christian 
will pronounce it the law of nature': 
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THEORY OF ELECTRICITY. 

N deducing- tlie theory of the electric 

rinciple, we oug-ht to make the properties 
nd laws, which are evident from the exis- 
nee and operation of thatuniveraal ag-eut, 
e basis on which we ground our hypo- 
eaia. Predilection of any kind for pre- 
nceived opinions, opposes a formidahle 
rrier to the progress of knowledg-e, and 
e establishment of truth. 

In philosophy, as well as in divinity, 
systems should always he made subservient 
po facts, and not facts accommodated to 
systems. The imperfection of our limited 
now]edg-e» and the diversity of views, com- 
"ned with the "pride of the understand- 
and the the vain affectation nj siiigii- 
rity, have often led to an apparent vari- 



ance of opinion willioul my other differ- 
ence in the ideas, than what may be foun 
in the manner ia which the terms a 
explained, and the judgment expressed 
In pliiJosophical controversy, however, the 
furious passions are not roused " to kill 
and destroy," as in that of theology, 
the former, the antagonists contend fo 
truth, and not for victory — for wisdom, au^ 
not for powei^for honest famt^ and not fo 
sordid pelf. Let, lhen» the religious bigc 
learn from philosophical example, to blue 
for his tiery zeal and ruthless fury. 



and 
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Among the illustrious names who 
formed theories on the electric principle-^ 
Franklin, and Watson, Du Fave, and_ 
Symner, deserve chiefly to be reckon* 
These learned philosophers and mathemij^ 
ticians, have entertained different opinions 
in accounting for the electrical phenomena. 
Some of these maintained the doctrine qI 
the unity of Electricity in distinct statemft^ 
and others, not without reasons to support 
their hypothesis, contended for two distinct 
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.fluida ID the electrical principle, Tlie be- 
-lief, liowever of niodero Electricians ia one 
tfiuid,Sni generis, possessing attraction and 
.repulsion, and other qualities on which llie 
•*y9leui is chiefly founded, may be com- 
-prised in the following summary. 

1st. — That all substances in naturci 
wliether solids or fluids, animate or inani- 
mate, hi.\e infif.rcjit in them a cerlain pOT- 
,lion of the electric principle, and uhich iu 
leir proper state, is the quantum sitffictt 
their natural cupacity — tlie just propor- 
|jion of this elementary matter exactly pre- 
;rviug the balance — so that its mutual at- 
Faction and repulsion, shoulii via'mta 'mXhe 
[uilihrium of their being— ;j*f*£ryfi their 
laracleristic ditferences, and precenl dis- 
"organization and decay. 
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2nd. — A redundancy of this elemen- 
ry principle compresRed 'niio a limited 
capacity, either by a cheaiicul or uiechani* 
I agency, constitutes thai slate which is 
^nominated positive or plus Eicclricii^, 
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wliiic ft fie/iiienci/ ot lliis elheriai princi- 
pie, is designated negative, vr minus Mlecr 
tricity. These opposite conditions, each 
of which is dtsohd£r» exist as ati acci- 
dental effect of some producing cause or 
causes, and exhibit the diderent appear- 
ances, which result from the action of the 
electric fluid. 

Srd.— The f^or^s ofthe electrical pri 
ciple to maintain ils natural state in all 
bodies, not only appears to prove lite c 
rectness of this theoiy, but shows that 
positive and negative, or aUrading ami 
repelling powers, are only the dtreclions 
whicii it takes to restore the balance of its 
disturbed repose. Tims a body positively 
eteclrijied, imparls its superabundant Elec- 
tricity to one negatively electrljiet/^ or in a 
natural state, to enable it to bear the bur- 
den of an accumulated load. In a machine 
it will be observed, that the rubber and 
glass disturb the equilibrinm of electrical 
(juiet. The chain and cushion, from the 
air and earth, supply the loss of Ihe ele 





iC fltiiil, imparted by the cjliiitler lo the 
sitive cimducior, ivliich riisliing; flience 
osurrountling atonis» returns to the source 
hence it came. 

To illustiate these remarks, observe 
way of camparaliie analog, the oper- 
"ons of a coQimou pump. Tlie water is 
reed up from the well by the tmndle and 
nd, and passing through tlie spout falls 
y the power of gravity instantly to the 
rth. A reservoir, may for a season, con- 
'ti a part, but vvben a vessel ia over-filled, 
e superabuudLint water passes from tlie 
side to the outside, and then returns 
□in to its native depositary. But when 
a vessel ts not over-filled, the water will 
be retained in it tor some time, till it is 
evaporated ; and then descends again in 
fruitful showers on the parched ground. 
So it is with the Leyden jar, when charged 
with the electric fluid ; hut it acts with this 
difference, that its outside is in a deficient 
or attractive slaie, while its ingule is over- 
haded with a propeliiufr fluid, and the 



nhole of its conteals are discharged 
once. 



Gravity can raake but humble claim 
on the electrical principle, and even the 
are granted ratlier as a boon, than a rights 
for the equitibrium of nature, ia its grand 
hvsintss and end. The Franklinian theory 
therefore, has been found so agreeable td| 
the analog-y of nature, tliat it has been gena 
erally adopted. Like the Newtonian sysS 
tern, the simpliciiy of the principle, gives 
dignitif to the doctrine ; while it supplies 
the best key to many dark, and otherwise 
inexplicuble points in philosophy^ phtsio- 
logy and pathology. 

The theory of two distinclJJitida origi| 
nated wilh Du Fave, an eminent French 
philosopher, contemporary with Frank- 
lin, which he deduced from his practical 
researches into the diiFerent properties of 
vitreous and resinous electrics, excited by 
friction. As he found the Electricity de- 
veloped by the positive and negative elec 
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nrica, was dissimilar in its states, hecon- 
[cluded they were distinct fluids, though 
[■possessing- the same nature, and residing 
'together in all bodies. From their being- 
separated in conductors, as well as from. 
Iheir reciprocal efforts to unite agaiCj it 

I was supposed the truth of this theory was 
made apparent. This opinion was strongly 
Supported by Symner, who had philoso- 
phised so ing-eniously on the subject, that 
Ifaough it was contrary to the known laws 
of Electricity, he gave to the error an air 
of plausibiHly. 



ai 
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This opinion, however, is now a» 
uch exploded as the astronomical systems 
f Ptolemy or Tycho Brahe. The 
ouble current of these electricians ira- 
osed as much labour on the electric prln- 
iple, as the immense revolutions of these 
astronomers did on the sun performing: 
its circuit round the earth, or the primary 
lanets round their satellites. The honour 
of establishing a sound theory^ founded 
on experimental resulls is justly due to 



Dns. Franklin and Watson — names 
which will live in the records of history 
and be handed down with honour, to ll 
remotest posterity. 



Having- now given a brief but corree 
skelch of Ihe history, properties, laws an 
theory of Electricity, I shall proceed to ad 
vert to the philosophicRl opinions, whic 
at various times, have been entertained of 
its nature. It has already been observ* 
in the definition of the io /H, that the ea 
*en//i«/ principle of the eleclric power wa 
unknown. Philosopher&, however, hav^ 
agreed to call it a Jluid, Sui generis, posJ 
seasing an essence peculiar to itself. Son>e 
have supposed it to be an unctuous effiuvia, 
emanating from vilreous or resinons bo-^ 
dies, and excited by friction ; and ihiscooi^ 
jecture led to the fanciful notion of affla- 
ences and effiuencts. 



Others have imagined it to be the isi/i 
spoken of by Sir Isaac Ne%vto\, * in the 
etFects of which, u certain snbtife medium 
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'as concerned,' while Ihe philosophers of 
he last century called it tlementary Jire., 
* a modification of Ihut element which 
we call fire — and some few conceived it to 
e a tliiid distinct from chyinical fire, not- 
S*ilhsland!ug the striking resemhlauce it 
ears to the latter. 

That Electricity is a mhliie elementary 
rincipk in all bodies and fluids in nature, 
nd is to gToss ni!ttter> uhat the soul is to 
ant and lasimcl to brutes, a priinum 
ohile, is a probable conjecture. It may 
e the cause of the attraction of affinity 
nd cohesion in the mineral, as it may he 
hat of capillary attraction in the vegetable 
ingdom. This wonderful principle, whe- 
her it reside ia tli£ great arh vf day, or 
n his splendid beams which illuminate our 
orld — whether it be found in the f uei Ihat 
arms and cheers our hearths, or issues 
from vo/.ca?iic orators as its central abode — 
jrhether it glow iu our bloody and pre- 
srve or consume onr vilals — is still the 
nme es/;ential principle^ varied only in its 
forms, influences, and operations. 
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These kinds of fires, have wilb Elec- 
tricity the stttne properties, and produce 
similar effects. ' The solar fire will bum 
fuel ; the culinary, promote vejietatiun ; 
and the elemeniarr/^ light a candle ' and 
explode gfiinpoTrder. The primary colours 
may be exhibited by eacft, and melallic 
fusion be produced by either. Trit^tion 
will enkindle wood — Electricity dilate bo- 
dies; and like solar and culinary fire, acce- 
lerate evaporation, — it is as necessary to 
respiration as to comJjnslion, If an animal 
and a candle be placed in an oven, and the 
external air be excluded, the moment the 
candle goes out, that moment the animal 
dies. 

That the electrical principle is tlr 
cause of iigltt and colour cannot be doubtetfj 
after the decisive experiments of Sir HuMi 
PHUEY Davy, The solar hcamsj the p/ioi\ 
piioricnl light, and the gleam emitted fror 
the curious glow wornij may justly be as-"" 
cribcd to that aiibtile, and all pervading 
principle. 



Should any pf my reaclera suppose 
•that my prediliction for the science, may 
bave led me to attribute to Electricity a 
power and pre-eminence^j to which it is not 
strictly entitled— 1 can only say, that as a 
material and divisible substance, it haa here 
no dignified cbaracleristics^ than those with, 
which it is invested — no other pre-emi- 
nence tlian that which it hasolitained irom 
above. If it has been stamped by infinite 
'wisdom with the divine impress of creative 
power— if it has been made the great agent 
for preserving tlie grand balance of univer- 
sal harmony, I may surely be allowed, with- 
out any charge of weakness, to revere its 
ageiicy, as the delegated autharity of Om- 
Inipnienl Majestif. 



A christian philosopher, without any 
[imputation of profanity, may be allowed 
Uo maintain, that the electric principle is 
illie apparent means by which the Deity 
tacts lliroughout the universe. U may also 
be considered as one medium throug"h 
which He exhibits to mortale^, his glorious 



perfections in llie moral government of ilie 
world. It would be in vain to have re-r 
course to the reveries of heathen viyiholo^if 
"-to Ihe fabulous tales of pag^n nations ; 
or lo the romantic history of the imagi . 
nary deities of Greece and Rome, for an 
rational illustration of the ways of provi- 
dence, in the government of the world- 
These delusions, theotfspring of iguoranc 
and superstition, stiine indeed in the fic-< 
tions of poetry, but afibrd no such disco 
Teries, as may be found in the sacred vo- 
lume. 



Whatever may be thought hy the fas-i 
ttdious critic, Ihe candid reader will not ati 
least hastily condemn me for turning loi 
the pages of divine revelation, for collateral 
evidence to the truth of my philosophical 
opinions. I wouldin this as ^velt asintheo-^ 
logical sentiments say, 'to the law — and toi^ 
the testimony.' There the sublimity of the 
electric medium, employed in the rewardi 
of virtue and the punishment crime, iiij 
made to strike the senses -Hilli reverential/ 



we. The inauifesUtioii of JmiovAH's 
presence was made to man, by ihe light 
nd blaze of au elementary principle^ mi- 
aculously concentrated by supernaliiral 
poiver. When disorder \vas introduced by 
transgression into Eden, ih^Jiamin^ sword 
Waved at the gates of paradise lost. The 
bitnminous soil of the devoted cities was 
Iso enkindled by electric /ire — and a hii- 
an body converted into a metalhc pillar, 
s a monument of disobedience. The 
offering of the faithful Abraham, was by 
he agency of tlie same power proved 
o be acceptable ; and the electric cloud 
became to his descendants, In their dreary 
and memorable pilg"rima^e — both a direc- 
tion and defence. The Law was debvered 
'rom Sinai wilh thunder and lighlening-, 
midst the rockings of the mountain. The 
temple of Jei-usalem, consecrated by Sol 
moil, was dii^nified by the descent af fire 
fro Til heaven, which cojtsumed bis sacri- 
ce, I'lider the theocracy of Israel, the 
moral aKribttUi^ of their almighty kin^, 
were pointedly displayed by tlie s/ukimifi 
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of the ark, ill the /m/^ of holUs. Siinila 
proofs of the active ajj;ency of the electric 
principle, are abundantly supplied by th« 
gospel records. On the ever memorabl 
day of Pentecost it was niiracuously dis-"" 
played, and scarcely less so, on the singu- 
lar conversion of the great Apostle of tl 
Gentiles. Indeed, it is not too bold 
maintain that the grand and ierrific display 
of this irresisfnble and sublime power, is 
reserved for that period ' when a mighty 
angel shall come down from heaven with 
one foot on the sea, and unoiher on ^l^^j 
earlh, lift up his iiarid, and swear by him 
that liveth for ever and ever, that lime shall 
be nolonj;Gr.' ' i lieh shall the sun be turn- 
ed into darkness, and the moon into bloot 
and the powers of the heavens shall 
shaken with a great itoixe, the elements 
melt with fervent heat, and the Lord him- 
self shull be revealed from lieaven w 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on thera. that know him not, nor 
obey his gospel. ' 
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OAT MEDICAL ELECTRICITY, 



Having concisely explained the powerS} 
operation and laws, of the electrical prin- 
ciple, I shall now proceed to examine its 
medical properties. Here it will be seen, 
that however powerful its concentrated in- 
fluence, yet its application may be so mo- 
dified, as to renovate and to preserve health 
and life. Since it has pleased divine wisdom 
to deposit in vegetable and mineral poi- 
sons^ healing properties calculated to cure 
disorder and invigorate health, by sub- 
stances bo dissimilar to those of which the 
animal machine is composed — surely it cat) 
excite little surprise, to find in the electric 
fluid, which is a component of living bo- 
dies, a remedy still more efficacious for 
human diseases. 

I 
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That Electricity as a medical agent, 
has a just claim to the character of one of 
' heaven's best gift's' to suffering human- 
ity, will be satisfactorily shewn by incon- 
testible facts. In order to give the reader 
a clear idea of this philosophical remedy* 
in the cure of various diseases, I shall point 
out its remedial powers — notice the disorders 
to which it is applicable — the principles 
on which it acts — the modes in which it 
should be employed for medical purposes— 
and then point out the apparent reason* 
which have opposed its more general adop- 
tion in medical practice. 

I. — Medical Properties. The elee- 
tric fluid, has been generally considered 
by professors of the healing art, as a power- 
ful stimulant, in which term they have 
comprehended all its beneficial qualities — 
That it is an excitant of the most efficient 
kind, is a known truth which admits of 
no doubt. Its superiority to every other 
stimulus, might be inferred from its very 
HATusLE. It is a simple and uncompounded 
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fluid, prevacliog' the hardest substances in 
an instant— and not acting on the surface 
only, but passing through the internal parts 
of the human body, as a natural excitant 
of the vita! energy. Its influence is pow- 
erful on the nervous, vascular ^ muscular, 
and the secretory systems of the human 
body. 

The nervous system, notwithstand- 
ing our minute researches is still but im- 
perfectly known. Whether, however, die 
nerves be filamentary tubes or fibres, 
is less material to our present purpose, 
than the generally admitted opinion — that 
they convey a powerful influence to the 
vital and other organs, in order to main- 
tain their action. The influence of the 
atmosphere, when charged with electric 
matter before a thunderstorm, is powerfully 
felt by persons, whose nervous sensibility 
often produces serious disturbance of the 
mental and corporeal functions. This fact 
alone, is sufficient to establish the truth of 
-^e preceding remark, but the cases in 
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this publication, by practical illustratiou 
will demonstrate tbe power of electrical ii 
fluence, oa the uerves of tbe human body 



That the vmcuiar syHem., is al 
excited l>y its impetus to greater acti 
vity, is a truth which may be fully show 
Tlie inspiration of air, charg'ed by 
due proportion of positive Electricity is re- 
ceived into the lung's, and is instantly 
dispersed through tbe pulmonary vesse' 
into the blood ; and from thence diffuE 
into all the minuter ramifications of arte 
ries and veins. The increase of circula 
tion, denoted by a stronger and quick 
pulse, may be attributed by sceptical op 
posers to the influence of the passions, or 
the operations of thought ; hut the openin 
a vein, proves my point to demonslratioa 
If venesection be performed on a patieii 
who is charged with electric matter, tl 
blood will flow from the orifice with al 
the force of a fluid injected from a syringe; 
but, suspend the electrical excitant, an 
t^e ordinary flow will only be obtained 



This mode will powerfully aid the use of 
the lantet, in cases where tlie operation 
of pbleboLomy is of difficult perform- 
ce. 

The muscular powers, whether toI- 
iitary or involuntary, are also strongly 
ffecled and roused inlo action, by the 
lectrie stimulus. These poivers may be 
onsidered as the bands which brace and 
nvigorate the joints, and afford not only 
lid support to erect or recumbent pos- 
ure, but by their obedience to the will, 
ve also power to the exertions of strength, 
nd to feats of agility. If the palsied limb 
e subjected to an electric current in vibra- 
ry undulations, a Iremor ensues. If the 
barge of a Leyden jar be passed through 
t» a convulsive molion is produced ; the 
ost ponderous bodies laid on the muscles, 
ill not prevent this sudden action. Mus- 
ular contraction will yield to its frequent 
mployment. For example, a locked jaw 
e removed by the transmission of the 
electric 6uid. 



Electricity is also a paiverful excitan 
of the secretory system, and the gpland 
The glands being the filterers ofthecir 
oulating' fluids, and the regulators of tit 
secretions, which not only carry on Ih 
digestive process, but supply the fluid whic 
soothes the irritation of friction, in the nu 
berless movemeuts of the joints and mu 
cles. All the waates of nature are by thei 
functions expelled from the body, and many 
diseases are occasiooed by their obstruc- 
tions. The electric fluid by increasiuu^ the 
the nervous power and accelerating th 
circulation, must consequently g^ive hot 
strength and action, not only to the gla 
dular but to the muscular system. Havi 
concisely alluded to the effects of Elect ' 
city under these four g-eneral heads, I sha 
proceed to notice the disorders to whi 
it is applicable. 

II. 1 he disease/i to which the elect 
stimulant is applicable, may he compr 
bended under tlie generic character of thp 
which arise from defective energy, occ 



ioneJ by a diminuiio7i, exhansiion, or siip- 
nession of th&-powEvs of vilalitif^ Fhilo- 
phical physicians have generally applied 
his remedy in those complaints which 
pring from derangement of the nervous 
'system — as palsy iu all it3 varieties — geu- 
ral and partial loi^ of the sensorial powers 
sueh as blindness, deafness, epi/eps^, S(, 
iius's dance, ^c. Disorders also which 
ffect the circulation — rheumatism, acute 
nd chfonic^ciatia, lumbago, gout, atonic 
i\ A misplaced, rttrncedent and irregular — 
old ex!rer)iitie$, chronic injinmmation^ ob- 
iructioHs, &,c. lu cases of muscular and 
endinous contraction or relaxation, tetU' 
us, lock-jaw, S(c, In glandular affectious, 
teellings, dropsies, genera/and partial, and 
'd every defect of action in the ubsorhents 
— constipation^ scrophulous tumours, ulcers^ 
'Qtpid, indurated^ and sckirrus glands, 
find many surgical cases produced hy acei- 
idental diseases. In short. Electricity iaap- 
licable to many complaints both constiia- 
tioiial and local, by its general injluence on 
the system, or by its topical effects on dis- 
eased parts. 
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It must, however, be observed, th 
though its sanative powers may be ben 
ticially employed in the enumerated mala- 
dies, and in many more originating in the 
same canaeSj yet there are sUtges in those 
disorders in which the administration of 
might he injudicioimly used. There is 11 
the curative treatment of human maladies, 
a proper time for the right application of 
such a powerful agency, and the Jif period 
too, in which this excitant should be used 
or suspended. The diifution of the diso 
der, with the age. of the sufferer, and otk 
weighty circumstances, should be duly co 
sidered, in order to render the remedy e: 
fiieient, and to preserve that high and e: 
traordinary reputation, which by a jud 
cious administration of its curative powe 
it has already acquired- 
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III, As to a long investigation of the/*riw- 
ciples, on which the electric fluid acts if 
these various cases — that would only be 
kind of enquiry, more instructive to 
scientific student, than useful or gratifyii 



tbe untaught invalid. It has been already 
tated, that the medical power of this sub- 
'le agent, consists in exciting or resuscita- 
tiitg the depressed capabilities of the ner- 
uows, vascular, muscular-, and secretory 
■j'Stems — in equalizing the atiimai heat, 
nd in aiding nature in her efforts to regain 
he lost balance of her corporeal, sensorial, 
id intellectual powers. 

Though the practical results of the 
edical employment of Electricity, furnish 
the moat io controvertible proofs of its effica- 
cy, y et, I am unwilling to pass over this pari 
of tbe subject, without offering something 
Wkf an opinion on the principles in which 
^acts on the causes of human disease. In 
philosophising on this remedy, 1 wish dis> 
nctly to be understood, as not deducing 
y theory from preconceived notions ; but 
ni Ihe nature, laws^ and properties of 
ectrical agency, as they are displayed in 
e immediate and remote effects produced 
the constitutional and local derangements 
the human body, considered in connec- 
on with the mind and the passions. 



It is known that all bodies in natu 
whether conductors, or non condiicto 
possess a certain portion of the electric 
principle as essential to their preservation, 
and if any cause should disturb that equi- 
librium which constitutes health, disorder 
must ensue. This will happen, either from 
the repletion or dimhiulion of that univ€^ 
sally diffused fluid, vvilh which all substan- 
ces are saturated^ according to their differ- 
ent capacities. Disease then commences, 
and is experienced by the sufferer, in pro- 
portion to the degree of the malady, and 
the susceptihiliiies of his nervous sjstem — 
uneasiness first, pain next, and when be- 
yond the point of endurance, agonyj syn- 
cope, stupor — convulsions follow, and last 
of all, the strugg'ies of departing- life. ■ 

Disease is nothings more than the ^ 
forts of nature to recover that lost equili- 
brium of health, which in the disturbed 
electrics or conductors, evince the labours 
of the electrical principle, to regain its na- 
tural state. What we observe in the de: 



ran^emenU of the animal machiner}', is in 
correspondence with the convulsions of the 
^l^patural and moral world— in all tfieae we 
discover a common effort to attain and to 
^ maintain that comparative, relative, and 
^Ktalattced tjuiescmce, which is Ibe perfec- 
Bpion of being. Disease, therefore, proves 
that sound health is Uie gift of heaven, and 
the endowment of creatures, who are des- 
tined to preserve the boon by the sweat of 
leir hrow. It is by obedience to this su- 
' feme decree, that we are enabled to cbe- 
"ish health, to discharge all the duties of 
ife, and are fitted to enjoy unalloyed, all 
e rational and animal ^^ratifications, suit- 
to our nature. 

Though the electric principle be uni- 
crsally dilTused throu^diont all bodies, per- 
ading even the minutest particle of matter, 
jet, as in a machine when at perfect rest, 
t may be easily excited by a chemical and 
ecbanical agency, acting on some part of 
e body to support its adequate quantum 
ecessary for the various functions of the 
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vital powers. By this process, the ordinary 
eqtenditure of strength is supplied, and 
^e body fortified against the accumula- 
ting or depriving agency of external inflti- 

ence. 

Many eminent philosophers have main- 
tuned the identity of Electricity and the ner- 
vousfluid, and others the similarity or affin- 
ity between the animal spirits and elemen- 
tary fire. One of the first writers on ani- 
mill chymistry supports iJiat doctrine, tb^ 
truth of which is now acknowledged by all 
—that heat is the great exciting cause of ani- 
mal life. He proves too that v^^tation, 
also proceeds from this principle—that the 
characteristic differences of men and na- 
tions, depend on the same cause as that 
which keeps alive the vital spark, in ration- 
al and irrational beings. 

Phlosophical experiments too, have 
proved by analogy of reasoning and direct 
evidence, a striking similarity of effects 
on the living body by the substitution of 
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electric for nervous influence — a point, 
which win be t'nlly established under the 
head, Galvanism. From the brain, the ner- 
vous fluid passes by the nerves to every 
part of the body — there must therefore be 
an accumulaliotj of animal spirits excited 
by a chymical action, and diffused through 
every atom of soHda or fluids in the corpo- 
real orgnuization, for the purposes of pre- 
servings all our powers in proper vigour. 
Like Ihe heart in the body, which is the 
untain of the blood, pouring- forth its 
:ious contents to the minutest arteries, 
the brain has the higher office of trana- 
ittin^ its energeLic influence to the remo- 
t parts, and is perhaps the propelling 
war of that arterial action, which per- 
rms but the subordinate part, in the pre- 
rvation of life. 

The positive Electricity of the brain, 
ke the arterial blood of the heart, and the 
firacled rays of the sun, returns again 
negative Electricity, to the source 
hence it flowed. Thus the circle of ex- 

K 



istence is preaervetl, but when an obstru 
tion of its free course takes place, the i 
pediment becomes a bar to the enjoyment 
of health — disorder ensues, and which if 
not counteracted, terminates in the death 
of the body. It would be easy further to 
illustrate the indirect effects produced by 
the deprivation and accumulation of the 
nervous or electric influence, as ihey ap- 
pear in the diseased functions of the Yital 
aod other organs — as well as to point out 
the immediate and remote consequences 
on the sensorial powers, menta! operations, 
and passions of the human soul. ^ 

There are many disorders occasioned 
by an increase of the powers of vitality, 
and others by their sudden or gradual 
diminution. It has been shown that Elec- 
tricity is an elementary fire, and therefore 
the cause of animal heat, and by its abun- 
dance or deficiency, produces either the 
burning fever, acute and inflammatory diH 
eases, of the most dangerouskind ; or those 
with the icy coldness of paralysis. The di- 
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mini&hed powers of the senses— the slug- 
glish circulation—the inactive limb, and 
e torpid glands, with all the irregula- 
rities of secretion, are to be traced to the 
same cause. On chymical principles then, 
e application of electric and animal heat, 
ust expand, rarify, and invigorate; ia 
short produce the most beneficial change, 
a system, where it is defective. 



I* If I were further to illustrate this idea, 
would point to the Bun, which to our sys- 
em is both ' eye and soul,'— the elabora- 
)ry of chymical life in the planeiary 
rorlds. The elementary fire emitted from 
lis luminous atmosphere (according' to the 
)ioion of Dft. Herschel,] is conveyed 
jy conducting media to the terraqueous 
Iflobe. The caloric being the matter of 
■eat, is the prolific principle of germina- 
lion, combustion, revivification, and all the 
langes that take place on the earth. It 
this influence that acts on rivers and 
:eans, like the arterial system in animal 
>odies; and by its agency, this compara- 
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lively diminitive speck, floating in ir 
space, with all its myriadB of animated 
beings, are preserved in conformity to the 
sovereign will of him, who called the 
into existence. 



I 
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Another principle on which Electricity 
acts on the human body— is the mechanic^ 
impetus given by the interruption of i 
currents through the parts interposed 
the circuit of its revolution; as in congestion 
of the minute vessels of circulation.— in the 
induration of glands, or in th^ obstruction 
of extrupicuiia bodies which impede Ihe 
flow of the natural secretions, where a pro- 
petlmg power, and not a chymical changi^fj^ 
is necessary. The gradual, or instanta- 
neous electric eonvnision, produces eflecMM 
on the immediate seat of disease, which 
other known power can so directly reach. 
The power of steam is well understood h 
the scientific enn^ineer— b'Jl '.vl.at, afcef &j 
are the powers of that agen t, compared wi 
those of Electricity? In that machiner 
the culinary Are gives the fluid a force an 



elocity , which sets in motion the most com- 
plicated movements — but here, by the Ti- 
bratory, or instantaneous transmission of 
the electric fluid, all resistance is overcome, 
ind the inmost recesses of the most bidden 
iris are pervaded and reanimated^ by its 
lenetrating power. 



As the cure, rather than acritical aua- 
l5sis of disease, is the object which I have 
in view — enoug^h has been said on the 
Uter branch of the subject, to enable the 
ftublic to sit in judgment on my opinions, 
id to the decision of that tribunal I leave 
lem, without either fear or presumption, 
iince the period of our limited duration. 
Fen where it exceeds the limits of ordi- 
lary longevity, is far too short for the full 
imprehension of the organic machinery 
^f the minutest animalculse — what then 
lust be the time required, to understand 
fUariif, and to e^rphin fully-, the amazing 
imbination of powers centered in the 
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IV. It now remains, previous to 
slatemeQt of the cases, briefly to tiotice t 
various modes in which Electricitv can 
administered. The success of Electricit 
both in medical and surreal cases, wi 
very much depend on the manner iq whie 
this stimulant is employed ; on the ^I'me i 
is actuallv used ; on the/reiyu^icy of its r~ 
petition ; and on other circumstajtces, atten 
ding its immediate and subsequent eSec 

The Jirsi mode^ is that o{ charging I 
system with the electric fluid, aad this ma 
be done either with the positive or nesra 
tive conductor. The patient is placed o 
a chair or stool with glass legB, and by 
chain or wire communicatlnff with the con 
duclor, receives the imparted Electrici 
like a Leyden jar, and may be discharg; 
of the superabundant quantity be has a 
quired, either spontaneously and suddenl 
or slowly and imperceptibly. The trea 
ment, by this operation, is a ronstitutinn 
one, the system being g-enerally excited 
the nervous, vascular, secretory, and mu 



cular systems, all partake of the benefits of 
the active stimulus. The feelings experi- 
enced by the patient, are produced more 
from the effects of the excitement, than from 
l^lfae immediate action of the fiuid. The 
hair of the head becomes erect, the animal 
spirits are refreshed, and cheerfulness ac- 
quired — a geoial glow is diffused over the 
Hftr^me, perspiration ensues, and corporeal 
8treno;lh is increased. In this mode, no- 
hing' painful or unpltasant is felt— on the 
»ntrary, the sensations excited, are alto- 
ether cujt^enial to the feehngs of the in- 
lid, requiring the tmk plan of treatment. 

T\\& second mode of Electrifying, is, 
hat of passing the electric current through 
e diseased parts, and here too, the feel- 
gs ef the patient, may be made agree- 
ble and even pleasurable. This is done 
two ways, hut it is of great importance 
choose that which is best suited to the 
haracler and stage of the disease. A point 
resented to the affected parts ofthe body, 
larged as before, will convey the flni^ 



from the patient to the earth, without su 
jecting liitn to tlie violence of shocks 
Or, he may be placeJ on a metallic pla" 
it] connection 'nilh Ihc earth, ntid recei 
from tlie positive conductor the thvergin 
rays of the Electricity which enters iu 
the diseased parts, passing down to t" 
lower extremities, and from ibeuce to th 
earth. This plan of npplicatiou may 
varied, hut the principle and effects wi 
be the same. The process is known 
the scientific by llie term of eltcirical aura, 
or air — the administering which is done, 
either by throwing it on the patient, or ex.4 
tractjng it from him, while his body 
charged with more than his natural quai 
tity of Electricity. 



Here we hare both a constitatiom 
and local application. In insulation,, tl 
former, and when discharged by the poinl 
the latter. It may be also observed, lhaf 
by the effects thus produced, the energies 
of life are increased ; the irritation of local 
imflammation is allayed ; the balance 
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lirculatioti restored ; the nervous irralibi- 
liCy subdued ^ and the disturbed feelings 
produced by pain, soothed into ease and 
repose. The dispersloti or suppur-ation of 
imors, are also obtained by the elec* 
ic breeze : as well aa other heneBcial 
Changes in the vital organs, and in the 
^rculating fluids of the iiuman body. 



In the paralized hnob, or in the torpid 
rgans, where the loss of nervous sensi- 
jlity, auimat heatt and muscular power is 
fident— and where the milder stimulus 
I'ould be inefficient from the diminished 
suacep ti hi H ty of tb e diseased | tarts , the 
ectric fluid mn^ be imparted to the pati- 
t by a wooden or brass ball of a glass 
ireclor, in communication with a posilive 
nductor, while he is placed on the me- 
Ihc plate — or extracted from him on the 
me plan, by any director in communica- 
n ivitii ibe earth, or ne^tive conductor, 
he interposition of an imperfect electric, 
ch as cloth or flanneU slightly impeding 
e course of the fluid in its ingress and 



egress to and from the parts operated on 
produces a sensible effect on the akin, th 
sub-cutaneous vessels of the circulatioa 
and on the nerves and muscles of that pa 
of the body in a line with the ball plac 
in contact with the earth. 

The feelings excited by this mode 
application resemble those produced b 
the friction of a hard sharp brush, attend 
ed with a sense of prickling heat, whic' 
though not so agreeable as the electri 
aura, to one whose sensibilities are not do 
mant, is particularly so to those afflic' 
individuals whose sensorial power is almo 
extinguished, and whose inert suscepti- 
bility requires to be roused. 

The electric friction, is a most benefi 
cial process, and applicable to the last 
mentioned cases, with an efficacy muc'" 
Burpaaaing the stimulus of embrocation^i 
cataplasms, blisters, or vtanual friction. 
This last remedy has of late become a very 
faBhionable one with some medical men 
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nd iadeed the 
uhbing plan acts 



principle on which the 
) itself founded on the 
it is no more than the 



laws of Electricity 

^yxcitation of two imperfect electrics, which 
developes a portion of Electricity on the 
surface of bodies, and which in tlie healthy 
person is in a plus^ and in the invalid, in a 

jjj^ttttnus state ; the results however sought to 



i 



be obtained by this remedy, are equaliza- 
,tion of animal heat, and a reanimation of 
lormant powers, by chi/inical and mecliQ- 
nicai ag^ency. But if such a remedy be 
productive of benefit, which in many 
cases it undoubtedly has been — how much 
ore potent and efficacious must the tlec- 
jtric friction be in the same disorders, with 
the great advantages of all the combined 
lOd superior powers of excitation and accu- 
iinulation ? 



The third mode of administering Elec- 
tricity is, by concentrating the fluid in a 
lall glass tube, partly coated with tin foil. 
iThia improvement of the Leyden jar, is 
[called a medical bottle, and is suspended 



to the positive condactor_a cliain is : 
to the crook under it, aaci to the other end 
is attached a g-Iasa handle director. Tl 
electrometer is placed on the prime coi 
ductor, and a chain is also hooked to il 
with another insulated director at its extr 
mity — this is represented in the 2nd plat^ 
at the end of the book. 



The patient is placed on a chair, wit 
one or both of the upper or lower extrc 
mities in contact with a metallic siibstaD( 
and the earth. The electric current acci 
mulatcd in the medical bottle is made 
pass through the body^ and to act on thj 
Bysteni ; or by the guidance of the direct 
only through the diseased parts. The elec 
irometer, being drawn near, or removt 
far from the conductor, materially alter 
the appl ic ation — by tlie /« rmer, frictioi 
may be produced — by the latUr, small con- 
vulsive action ; but, at a medium distanc^ 
an undulatory or tremulous motion only il 
perceived, which is by no menHj dimgret'i 
able to the feelings of even one in health) 
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but perfectly congenial to those of persoas, 
whose cases require such a mode of excite- 
ment, as that of the vibratory impetuSf of 
an-intertupted electrical discharge. The 
effects of this application are an agreeable 
glow over the body, or in the parts acted on 
— a tiogling feeling, indicating auincreased 
circulation and rigour, such as are felt by 
persons, who take a long walk in frosty 
weather. Before, however, the bottle is 
suspended to the conductor, it must never 
be forgotten, that the teire vhich passes 
through its capi should be taken out — 
otherwise shocks 101// be given, instead of 

TIBKATIONS. y 

The fourth mode is, that of applying 
Electricity by shocks, which is the only one 
in which it becomes disagreeable to the feel- 
ings. This is performed by putting the long 
wire into the bottle, and removing the inner 
ball of the electrometer to a distance from 
the praitive conductor, regulating the force, 
in the manner, I have before described. 
This sudden discharge of the Leyden jar, 
I. 



is done; by placing' the directors at each 
tremityof tfie parts throug-h which tlie fluid 
is to pass, and in an instant, a benumbing 
blow is felt in the hne of communicatioi^H 
which gives a sudden action to the system, 
or to the hmhs, similar to that of plung-ing 
into a cpld-hath — beneficial only in those 
cases where there is a correspondent H^ll 
action ; but, by no means either so efficitnt 
ofAa/e, as have been too g^enerally supposedly 
This mechanical excitement, like the ba^^ 
tinadu, will not prove so great a as it 

is too often represented to be, by ignorant 
practitioners ; and I can safely venture to N^j^ 
sert, that more mischief has resulted front 
lljis method of administering Electricity, 
than by any other way in which it has ever_ 
been employed. But, where induratU 
exists, and dispersion or suppuration of ti 
mours are required, it may be producti< 
ofsalutarv effects. 



There are various other wa^s in whicli 
this powerful stimulus may be applied, b 
whii li it \vould [>rove more tedious than i 
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sti uctive to llie reader, <o describe iij detail. 
1 think it, therefore, of more importance to 
[[^bserve, that after many repeated and ef- 
fectual trials, I have Oiscovered a method, 
Jiy which I can with ease cnmbine, the em- 
>loyment of this subtile fluid in all it» 
lodes of operation (except shocks) at one 
ind the same time ; and by a three/old 
turrent, concmtrate its influence and action 
'on the system, and on the diseased parts^ 
both as a coustitutional and local remedy. 
Bin this way. Electricity applies with an. 
^Knergy, scarcely possible to be conceived* 
^■lut which may be felt by old age or infancy, 
mt/iout pain or inconvenience ; and so im- 
mediate are its effects, that one fourth of 
^be number of applications will produce all 
he benefits^ that can he obtained from any 
jther mode, however long continued. 



This improvement in the administra- 
jon of Electricity, will not only prove a 
freat saving of iime and expense, but offer 
more rapid removal of disease, and a less 

Li 
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irifing tatky on the patience and sufieringf 
6f the invdid. 

The employment of Electricity by the 
charge of batteries, is as preposterous as 
dangerous, and I therefore earnestly dis- 
Trade my afflicted readers, from submitting 
to such hazardous experiments. 

The right application of Electricity, 
requires more than the knowledge of its 
philosophical powers or medical properties : 
more than eren a tolerably correct notion (tf 
the modes of its general or topical applies- 
tion. It unquestionably requires an accu- 
rate knowledge of die disease— the coiuU- 
* tutional temperament of the patient, as wdl 
as skill in the selection of that mode, the 
most likely to prove successful. In' addi- 
tion to all this, the variations in the degree 
of excitement, the time proper for each ap- 
plication, and for the discontinnance of its 
employment, are highly important. No 
man can be competent to apply it judi- 
ciously, without possessing some knowledge 



orpliilosopli}' and anatoiuy, physiology, anil 
piithologry, togfetbcr witli long practical ex- 
periejice. It is not the mere mechanimt 
operator that can dispense this elementary 
medicine with any advantage to society. 
He Piay perhaps stumble on success by a 
random chance^ ' like a bow at a venture,' 
but ' the odds are fearfully against him,' 
or rather against ms ckeuulous patient, 
whom without skill or caution, he subjects 
both to dread viti<\ danger. The charlatan 
^f^ectrican therefore, is more to be feared 
than the empirical vender of secret nos- 
trums, because the former will often be 
led to try the eniployoienl of this powerful 
remedy injudiciously, in cnmplexixnA di^* 
cult cases, while the drugs of the latter, 
may with less danger be hazarded in fitnc- 
tional derangements-, and sf/mpathetic af- 
fections. 

In the disorders to which Electricity 
is applicablei 1 have had opportunities of 
witnessing' its effects, both in the incipi- 
ent and protracted state of the disease — in 
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instances of infancy, youth, manhood, and 

old age ; and in no case whatever has the 
slightest injury resulted to the patient. 
On the contrary, I have generally found 
its effects beneficial, but particularly so in 
the. delicate and painful diseases peculiar 
to females at certain critical periods of life 
—in paralysis in all its varieties, in rheu- 
matism, sciatica, lumbago, &c. The mode 
I have adopted in the application of Elec- 
tricity, has been varied according to the 
age^ constitution, habits, and sensibilities 
of the patient ; and also by other circum- 
stances connected with the nature and 
stage of his disorder. 

The old mode of electrifying was/ by 
giving powerful shocks of two-gallon jars, 
and, since, the charge has been diminished 
to quarts and pints, i have, however, by 
a novel, and I trust a happy improvement, 
done away with the practice of shocks alto- 
gether, except in cases of great local in- 
sensibility, in which a strong action is ne- 
cessary to rouze the dormant powers. My 
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general plan is, to pour into the system a 
diluted stream of Electricity in its mild and 
expansive form, directing the electric cur- 
rent to and through the diseased parts, 
-without producing any of those shocks, 
which, where tfaey do not injure, must at 
least agitate and alarm the timid. This 
system of treatment is founded on the laws 
of equilibrium, of action and re-action ; 
my primary maxim being, never to debili- 
tate or oppress the natural energies, bijt to 
soothe the irritability of local inflamma- 
tion, and to aid nature in awakening the 
dormant powers. It is my practice to mark 
the immediate effects and subsequent re- 
sults, by : the expression of the eye and of 
the countenance — hy varying the mode of 
operation according to the feelings of the 
patient — by making minute enquiries as to 
the effects felt from time to time — a mode, 
which, of all others, is the best adapted to 
jffocure the imtntctive counsels of nature, 
in all cases the best and most unerring 
guide. 



« 
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In niy statement of the Ibllowing cases, 
which are intended to illustrate the pre- 
ceding* remarks; 1 shall aim at as much 
brevity, as may be consistent with perspi- 
cuity. The facts will speak for themselves. 
Though the names of some of the parties 
are DOt given from motives of delicacy, yet 
/ am warranted, in referring- to those indi- 
viduals^ any appiication coming from a re- 
spectable quarter. To aid the views of the 
iatelligent reader in forming* an impartial 
judgement, on the real character of medi- 
cal Electricity, I shall adduce some in- 
stances m which it has disappointed the 
two sanguine hopes of the afflicted. It 
will thus be seen, that I do not hold out 
this remedy, beneficial as it is, ' as an infal- 
lible cure for every ill/ but as an efBcienl^j 
means, when judiciously employed, of com^^ 
hating a long- Hat of chronic disordert^^^ 
changing the action of diseased part$j znw^t 
restoring the afflicted lo perfect health. 
The description of the cures w ill be given 
in plain language, divested of the techni- 
calities of medical phraseology, tliat th 
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unlearned invalid may the better judge of 
the various symptoms which characterize 
the different disease relieved or cured, 
and decide for himself what affinity they 
bear to his own complaint. 

Tliese cases have been selected from 
many others, but as few are given under 
each bead of disease, if they should be in- 
sufficient to satisfy the most incredulous, 
no body of evidence whatever could supply 
the defect. Some of them have occurred 
in different parts of Uie kingdom, where 
I happened to reside ; others, during my 
gratuitous superintendance of a public 
institutioii at Southampton ; and many of 
themj ance my professional establishment 
in town. They disclose such a series of 
interesting facts, that the more they are 
known, the more they will be valued as a < 
blessing to mankind. 



DISORDERS OF THE NERVOUS 
SYSTEM. 



PALSV. 

Palsy of the Head and Face* 

CASE 1.— Mr. L— , about thirty-6T 
years of ag-Cj of a phlegmatic teraperamen 
and of regular habits, had for many years I 
boured under frequeot attacks of ipdige 
tion, constipation, and head-ache, H' 
close and intense application to literar 
and scientific pursuits, g;reatly contribul 
to produce those complaints. Having som 
knowledge of medicine, Mr. L. prescrib 
for himself, and had frequent recourse 
calomel, and other preparations of mercury 
This occasioned great general debility, ih 
effects of which were in time sensibly felt, 
for a few days after taking^ one of the 
doses, on Irjing to play his flute, he w 
surpriaed to find he hfid lost the power t 
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perform with his usual facility. He took 
the instrumeDt to pieces, but could disco- 
ver in no part, any cause to account for 
this strange defect. On tfae following day, 
in his evening walk, he was exposed to an 
easterly wind on the right side of his face, 
trom which however, he felt no immediate 
inconvenience, but on again talcing up his 
flute, be found himself wholly incapable to 
make it even sound. 

On the following morning, a friend 
who paid him a visit, observed great al- 
teration in bis face, of which, he was not 
then himself in the least conscious. On 
looking in the glass, he was greatly alarmed 
to find his countenance quite distorted — 
Ibe muscles of the right cheek were com^ 
pletely paralyzed — ^the cheek was swelled — 
the mouth drawn down — the eye-lid almost 
closed, and the vision much obstructed. 
The tongue also felt the effects of the shock 
by a loss of power — articulation foiled, 
and the memory became impaired. A phy- 
sician was sent for, who pronounced the 
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case to be a partial palsy. He ordered a 
blister to the bead, wbich being objected 
to, it was applied to the nape of.tbe neck. 
Liniment of cantharides for the face, and 
purgative medicines, were also ordered. 
This treatment was persevered in for a 
forttaight, with little advantage. The blis* 
ter discharged profusely, and brought on 
an erisipelas — the liniment only irritated 
the parts, and the purgatives weakened the 
patient. The tongue on the affected side 
became rough, and incapable of taste ; and 
tibe salivary glands secreted most copiously. 

In this stage of the disorder, the patient 
proposed to his medical attendant a trial of 
Electricity, which though the latter ac- 
quiesced in, he gave him no hopes of benefit 
from the experiment. Judging in this 
case, that a mild stimulus would be suiB- 
cient to restore the loss of nervous and 
muscular power, occasioned by a gradual 
diminution of vital energy, 1 employed in- 
sulation and the electric aura, and subse- 
quently the electric friction, with decided 
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advantage. This process was daily repeated 
for a fortnight when the patient was per- 
fectly recovered from erery appearance, 
and feeling of the complaint, A period of 
ten years has sioce elapsed^ and though he 
»as been exposed to the same causes that 
irst produced his disorder* he has had no re- 
im whatever of the malady. Many similar 
;s have, from time lo time, occurred in 
ly practice, but I have met with fetv in 
?hich the cure wasso complete — acircnm- 
lance, which in a great measure may be 
^counted for, from the disorder having 
»een attacked in time, before it had pro- 
'duced any chauge of structure. 



CASE 2.— Mr, C— n, Snowhill, was 
sent to me by Dr. B. in the month of July 
last. He was a stout plethoric man, but 
had led a pretty regular life. He had for 
years enjoyed robust health, and until 
within a few weeks before I saw him, when 
he had a puralytic affection on the left side 
of the head and face. The physician, who 
was called in on this occasion, employed 

H 



of PARTiAi. PAL8¥, foT scpeii nionths. H 
complaint, amon^ many other effecls, ha 
produced a great distortion of countenance 
which obstinately continued^ after tryin 
every means which medical skill coul 
suggest. As- the patient when she came t 
rae, was then in tolerably good genera 
health, I employed the electric ttura an 
friction, from the l8th of September, 181 
to the 29th of the same month, with th 
greatest benefit. The countenance had b 
that time become quite natural, and s' 
went home completely recovered. 

Falsi; of the Throat. 
CASE 4.— Miss E. Barnfield, Cha 
Street^ Southampton, about twenty-thr 
years of age, of a nervous temperamen 
and a spare habit, applied to me on t" 
22d of August, 1816. She stated, that she 
was then in tolerable health, but was able 
to take so little food from a difficulty of 
swallowing, that she wondered how h 
life could have been sustained. About 
twelvemonth before she came to me, s 



id, tliat while she was in the act of de- 
lutition, something passed down her throat 
the wrong way, and almost chocked her. 
On that occasion^ she coughed so much, 
nd strained her ihroat lo such a degree, 
s to bring- on violent spasms. She imme- 
iately had the aid of Mr. M. an eminent 
rgeon of the place, who used every means 
effect her cure, but which unfortunately 
iJed. Since that time, she said she had 
ot been able to awallovr an ounce of food 
n an hour, nor drink a wine g-iass of water, 
ut Willi the same violent etforts, find nearly 
ith the same loss of time. Her meals, 
deed, became her torture, and even when 
bliged lo take medicine by sipping, she 
sperienced the most painful suffering. 

I employed the electric excitant in va- 
ous modes, from the 22d of August, to 
le 29tii of the same month, during which 
e made great progress towards recovery, 
he course was resumed on the 1st of Sep- 
mber, and continued occasionally, with 
eat success, till the Sib of November, 
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wheu she recovered the perfect power o 
deglutition, and nas otherwise restored I 
health and strength- 

Palsy, Right Arm^ Hand and Fingers, 
CASE 5- — Ann White, King Stree 
Southampton, about twenty-eight jears 
age, having been some time before suddenl 
siezed with giddiness, fell down; Whe 
she arose from her fall, &he found that ah 
had lost the use of her right hand and ar"~ 
She had been under two medical pract 
tinners of o-reat eminence, who tried ever 
means of rehef, but in vain. The aifeci 
arm was suspended iu a sling, incapab 
of motion and apparendy dead with cold 
the fore finger being the only member sb 
could at all move, and that she could onl 
just stir. Sliealso complained of a pain i 
the inner side of the arm, which at ti 
was very severe. 

As this case seemed to be complieale 
with a morbid affection of the nerves, I fi 
it necessary to admiqister Electricity i 



the mildest form, which I did occasionally 
tVom liie 13th of August, till the 22d of 
ippctober, during which time she made 
rather a slow proyress towards amendment : 
but, hefore 1 dismissed her, 1 had the plea- 
ure of knowHig, that she was not only per- 
ctly relieved of the acute and spasmodic 
A\u of which she Complained, hut that slie 
ad also recovered the use of her right 
and and fingers, ■which was of no little 
jmporlance to one, whose very livelihood 
[depended oo her ahility to work at her 
leedle. 



Paisy of the Finger and Thumb: 

CASE 6— H. Mellisb, about Iweh-e 
^ears of ag;e, the son of a poor woman, ser- 
runt iu Rnssel Square, w'as last Sumuner 
ent to me bj W. B. Esq. Surgeon to the 
[Bloomsbury Dispensary. This complaint 
ma a palsy of the thumb and fore finger of 
[jhe right hand. The loss of this feeling 
[and power, waa not discovered till after 
|tbe hoy began to learn writing. Jt was 



then his parents found out, that the defec 
tive action, had been occasioned by disease 

The employment of electrical vibra 
tions, produred in this cage, every benefi 
that even a parent could desire. The wan 
of aclion, as well as the loss of feeling, - 
completely cured in the course of thre 
weeks. By occasional altendanre, the bn 
in that time, not only became perfectly abl 
if> hold his pen, hut soon afterwards learii 
to write a tolerable hand. 

Palsif of the Hands. 

CASE 7. — Elizabeth Langham, cook to 
Mrs. Moubray, then residing at Rose Hill 
Cottage, near Southampton, being afflicte 
with an afTeclion in both hands, applied lo. 
ine on the 17tli Aug-ust, 1816. She stated, 
that she had been for the last sis months a 
g-reat sufferer, from a stomach and bowel 
complaint, and had experienced fiequent 
head-ache, nausea, and vomiting-, tviih losd 
of appetite, and indig^estion. She likewise, 
complained of costiveness, of great cold- 
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the extremities, of diatmbed sleep, 
of lethargic inactivity, and last of all, of a 
dead numbness in both her hands. The 
finders had become motionless, the circu- 
lation obstructed, and by the sensation ex- 
tendings to ttie shoulders, the limbs were 
ndered wholly useless. She had recourse 
the ordinary stimulus of liniments and 
embrocations, to purgatives and tonics, 

the least advantage. 



but without deriving- 



At first I chie6j directed my attention 
restore the digestive organs by absor- 
lents and mild aperients, to promote per- 
)iration by ptedeluvium and antimonials, 
ji'epariitory lo the administratioa of the 
kJectric vibratiods. The latter course I 
commenced on the 3d of September, and 
repeated the application six times, between 
that day, and the 26th of the same month- 
'his produced great relief— the general 
health was now much improved, and I 
igain resumed the electric stimulant on the 
lOth of October, and on the 11th and 16th. 
Iwith effects so immediately decisive, that 



the patient was perfectly cured of every 
feeling and symptom of the disease. Th& 
immediate cause of the paralysis, the pa- 
tient herself attributed to a suddea deter- 
mination of blood to the head, occasione 
by her being exposed to great fires in he 
daily occupation ; but no doubt, that th 
irregular circulation itself might be ocea 
sioned by dyspepsia, checked perspiration 
and constipation — to which her full habits 
and a deprivation of air and exercise, must 
have greatly contributed. 

CASE 8. — James Cleverly, near Bnr- 
selden, Hampshire, aged thirty, of a cold 
temperament, and regular habits* was re* 
commended by Dr. M. who had attended' 
him at the commencement of his com 
plaint. This patient had been in good 
circumstances, but from family discord and 
protracted taw suits, was at last reduced to 
great poverty. This calamity preyed o' 
his mind, affected his health, and brought 
on a sudden attack of palsy. One evening 
while drinking tea, he involuntarily lei 



fall his cup and saucer, both hia hands 
ropped as useless, and hung to the joints 
ithout the power of motion. He obtained 
the aid of his medical friend, who em- 
ployed the moat powerful remedies, without 
any other benefit, than partially restoring 
is general health. He was confined ten 
onths to bed, and when he so far reco- 
ered as to sit up, he found bh legs were 
so partially affected with a paralysis and 
bility. 

When he first applied to me, I ob- 
;rved that his hands and fingers were in- 
ipable of voluntary motion — extremely 
>Id, and of a pale and lileless appearance : 
lere were, too, at the wrist of each, a pro- 
iberaiice, as larg:e as a walnut, which 
jrielded to the touch. He was so helpless, 
lat he was brought to me daily by his 
irother in his cart. My hopes in thiscase^ 
rere not very sanguine. However, I com- 
lenced a course of Electricity on the 
itb of October, 1816, directing the fluid 
irough the stomach, spine, hands, and the 
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extremities. This was coDtinued in varioua 
modes till the 12th, when he stated himself 
to be considerably better. The excitemenl 
was repeated almost daily till the 25tb of 
^'oTcmber, when the patient was discharg- 
ed as cured. Indeed, several days previous 
to tliia, he had fully recovered hcs healtbl^ 
strength, spirila, and activity. He could 
walk as well as ever he did, and was pern 
fectly able to resume the exercise of shoe 
ing — to which he had been much accui 
tomed in earlv lil'e. 



Falsi/ of the Lower Extremities. 

CASE9. — ^J- Lane, farmer at EHn, neai 
Southampton, was recommended to meb 
Dr. H, This patient was in his forty-fourth 
year, of a sanguine temperament and rej 
lar habits. He stated to me, tliat from t 
age of twenty, he had experienced repeal 
attacks of gout. Some of these paroxysm 
had confined him to bed for months — but 
about five years before, he had experienc 
a very severe fit of the disorder, which sud 
denly shifted from the foot to the spine,' 
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and ill an hour after, the lower extremities 
became palsied. The legs were beoumbed, 
and the feet cold and motionless ; and 
which, from lhat time, had rendered him 
unable either (o walk or stand, without the 
help of crutches. His digestion too, had 
buffered much from his repeated confine- 
Ipent and inability to use any exercise. In 
addition to these complaints, he was fre- 

Iquently siezed with \iolent convulsive fits, 
•Fhich generally attacked him in the night 
for an hour at a lime, and recurred at the 
Intervals of two or three weeks. The ago- 
nies he endured from these tits, were ex- 
ceedingly great. 

I commenced the treatftient of this 
patient with absorbents and aperients — en- 
forcing regimen as of more consequence to 
him, than medicines or Electricity. The 
last-mentioned, however, I administered to 
him from the 13th of August, in various 
modes, to the 25th of November ; and as his 
attendance was pretty regnlar, but not daily, 
by that time, I had the saliafaction to see* 
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tliat he was not only restored to tolerable 
good heaUb, but freed from the return of 
the convulsive fits, and had perfectly reco- 
vered the use of his legs. The last time 
I saw him, he came to bid me adieu. He 
had then walked from his house, a distance 
of five or ftix miles, without a stick, and 
alone, and he proposed to perform the same 
journey back ag-ain, on foot. 



Palsy of the Biadder and Rectum. 

CASE 10.— In the summer of 1817, 
M.M'Pherson, then residing at Brill Place 
was sent to me by Dr. R. one of the Ph 
sicians of the Northern Dispensary. T 
poor man's tale of sufferings and misfof< 
tunes, was of the most aAlicting' kind. He 
stated, that he had been the victim 
disease formore than five years, and having 
lost the use of his legs, he had spent his 
all, in attempting to procure relief from so 
heavy a calamity: Prior to his affliction, 
be followed the trade of a coach-smit 
and having- been hard at work in a 
dated building, through the roof of whi 
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the snow fell, lie had imprndently stood on 
the moistened floor, the ivbole of the day, 
with shoes that admitted water- He was 
on the same evening siezed with extreme 
Coldness in. the feet, and Tery soon afters 
the toes became benumbed and incapable 
of mottOQ. This paralytic feelin°f then ex- 
tended to the ancles, and next gradually 
^■ascended to the knees ; from thence to the 
Bjiips and the spine. After some weeks, by 
H^Iie assistance of medical aid, he espe- 
j^H^enced a partial recovery, but could neither 
lealk nor stand, without the support of 
tches. 



It 

i 



Having now become exceedingly weaV 
through suffering, he was attacked by a 
still more distressing ailment — the involun- 
tary and imperceptible discharge of the 
ladder and intestines, which rendered hiS 
itate truly miserable to himself, as well as 
fiTensive to othera. Finding all kind of 
medical treatment of no avail, he resolveci 
go to the hospital at Oxford, where he 
emained the usual period, and w^s the:U 
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discharg"ed as iiicarable. Anxious to recol 
Ter bis liealtb, and tbe use of bis limbs, 
was conveyed back to London, aud tbei 
by a kind friend sent to the Middleses 
and subseqiieDtly to two other bospitals 
the Metropolis, from each of which, be wj 
dismissed as incurable. He was next sei 
to Margate* but tbe trial of sea-bathing 
again disappointed bis hopes. On bis re^ 
turn to town, he procured letters sut 
cessively to three different Dispensaries 
under the superintendance of seTcral er 
nent medical men, but here again he va 
doomed to feel the poignancy of disappoint* 
ment, for bis case was abandoned as hope'^ 
less. 



He now became a patient of Dr. R's 
who had recourse to mu- vomica, which' 
had obtained great reputation on the Coih 
tinent, in the cure of palsy. This, how 
ever, disappointed every expectation enter^ 
tained of its peculiar and powerful actio* 
on the nervous system. Strong convub 
sions were indeed produced by this remedy 
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but no beneficial efiects resulted from itf 
use. „ 

Such is the history of the case, up to 
the time that Dr. K. placed this patient 
under my care. He appeared about fifty 
years of age, of a sallow complexion, much 
emaciated, and supported ou crutches — 
ivithout which, indeed, he could neither 
move nor stand- He said he had been 
fiectrtjied before, but as he had derived no 
pelief from its application, and the shocks 
vere violent and distreasio^, he had del- 
isted from iheui now. I commenced wiilj 
lie milder vibrations from the spine to the 
Uremities, increasing the strength of the 
imuluK a$ I gaw necessary. Immediately 
ier the first application, the patient 
ceased himself much satisfied with the 
ible process, and the comfortable 
eJings he experienced. On the second 
>plication, he felt a tingling, he said, all 
along both legs and feet. On the thirds he 
erceived he could move the limbs with 
difficulty. On the fourth^ be stated, 



that the soles of hia feet felt rather sate an 
tender. I then varied my plaa,and pass 
the electric fluid from the Os-sacrum, to th 
Os-pubis, and through the abdomen. O 
the fifth application, he said, he now foun 
his legs not so dead to a sense of feelin 
and warmth- When he came again th 
next time, he assured me, that he never fe 
such a glow of heat in the lower extremi 
ties, since the first attack of his disorder 
This sensation of warmth continued nig' 
and day, the circulation being so fully re 
stored, that no further stimulus seemed 
be required 

^f^' The contraction of the limb, howeve 
not being completely removed, he pers 
vered in its use a week longer, when h 
declared before a medical friend who ca 
sually called on me, that he was th 
perfectly reheved from the parali/sis of th 
bladder and rectum, and that he now po 
sessed the full and vigorous power of r 
tention and expulsion of the urine an 
fseces. The lameaess still continuing wit 
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'tile amendment, he was electrified three 
nd four times a week, for a month longer, 
ilh much advantage — the raotiou of the 
'mbs became more quick and natural, but 
till he could not iralk any distance Mithout 
is crutches. Fiadiufr he did not recover 
trength as I expected, I enquired of him, 
hat kind of diet he used ? When the poor 
man acknowledged, that the cause of his 

(weakness, was want of food. ' i am sure, 
Sir,' said he, ' If I had but food enough to 
satisfy my hunger, I should gain strength, 
but the waDt of bread undoes all the 
ood i receive from your exertions.' — 
"aving ascertained his circimistances to 
ave been truly represented, some friends 
ontributed to the relief of his necessities, 
d a short time afterwards, he went to the 
orkhouse. 'i 

This unfortunate man was benefited 
y electrical treatment, as far ah he could 
e, while under the privation of nutriment 
s necessary to health, as the air we 
breathe. Had providence blessed him with 
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the means of recovering' his musculaJ!] 
power, the cure of Itia lamenessy wouW 
hare been as complete and permanent, 
that of his olher disorders. I have seel 
him repeatedly since the electricaj cours 
and he always assured rae, that he h( 
eonatantly remaiaed free from those sympi^ 
toms of his former severe and complicate 
complaints. 

CASE 11.— J. W. A. Esq. of Bernai 
Street, Russel Square, about forty years 
age, called on me with his medical frien< 
to take my opioion on the applicability 
Electricity to his case, which was that of i 
paralysis of the bladder, attended with vcrjfj 
peculiar circumstances. This geotlemaaj 
slated, that about four years ago, he haf 
been on a voyage to the North of Europt 
where he had been siezed with a severe' 
cold, which terminated in a palsy of the 
lower extremities. By the most active aod^ 
powerful remedies, he had experienced a 
partial recovery, but still he had to com* 
plain of a benumbed deadness of feeling 
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in the feet, of extreme coldiie33, and of the 
other distressing- disorder just mentioned. 
Blisters to the Os-sacrum, and every other 
stimulant, had been employed nnder the 
direciio/c of several eminent practitioners, 
but without success. Indeed he had so 
long sought relief in vain, by every means 
prescribed, that he now despaired, he said, 
of a cure. 



He commenced an electrical course on 
||0Qie &th of May, 1818, and continued it 
pretty regularly to the middle of June fol- 
wing ; with decided benefit as to the palsy 
Ibe lower extremities, but without de- 
ving any perceptible advaiitage iu other 
spects. The electric stimulus had here 
contend with combined and formidable 
itIicuUics ; for the patient had been long 
ffering^ from constipation in a very great 
gree, waa extremely inattentive to diet, 
(I from this constitutional ailment, lie 
□tinned to suffer after lie left me as a 
patient. He went out of town, and on his 
elurn favoured me with a call, to inform 
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me, that he had beep perfectli/ cured i>f the 
paralysis, but that the torpor of the bowelg^^ 
and irritatioQ of the bladder, still contiaued 
in Bome degree to trouble him. 



.of 



Palsy of one Side of the Body. 

CASE A2.— A female infant, child of 
Mrs. Clarke, of Bridge Street, Southamj 
ton, was recommended to me by Dr. 
for an attack of palsy, which she had espe-^ 
rienced two m^onths before. The child was 
about three years of age, and the moth^^ 
slated to me, that she had been suddenly 
siezed with the paralytic aiFection, on the 
morning of the 7th May, 1816. The phy-t, 
sician, who was called in, ordered fomei)^^ 
tations, embrocations, &c. but the disease 
continued unremoYed. The foot was much 
contracted, and felt extremely cold — the 
hand huDg down wholly incapable of_ 
motion. 



On the 9th of July, 1 began the appli 
cation of Electricity, and on the sixth day" 
afterwards, the ciuitraction of the foot w^^ 



rfectly reinoTed, and her hand had so 
completely recovered the natural power of 

Eotion, that she could firmly grasp any 



the 



CASE 13.— A httle girl, of the name 
Everaid, about 10 years of age, of a 
sallow eomplexion, and much emaciated, 
^was sent to me by VV. B. Esq. Surgeon of 
the Bloomsbury Diispensary, (uader whose 
ire she had been placed a short time) for 
the purpose of my administering Electricity 
her. Her mother, who resided in Gilt- 
"^spur Streets informed me, that she had 

kbeen suddenly siezed witli acold shivering, 
vben she was immediately put to bed, and 
rubbed for some time, but without oblain- 

Iing the least warmth. On the following 
day, the whole of the right side was affected 
^her head dropt on her shouldej* — the 
arms hung down, without the power of 
motion, and the right leg was dragged on 
the g^round in walking- The face too, was 
istorted, the tongue protruded, and a co- 



pious discharge of saliva, flowed from tb 
corner of tlie mouth. 

Such was her state when she came 
me. On examiniDg the child, I was led to 
suspect, from the apparent symptoms, as 
well as from her owd account, that her dis- 
order was occasioned by worms, indeed, 
the mother admitted, that prior to th 
allack, the child bad voided avastuumbe 
of them. Vermifuge medicines were no 
administered, and the patient, voided 
■vast quantity of ascarides. She was the 
electriBed almost daily for a month, in va 
rious modes, when the palsy was so per 
fectly cured, that she enjoyed an uiiinfer-' 
rupted state of health, for the space of a 
iwelvemonlh. About this time, she had 
anotlier slight attack of her complaint, froiii: 
the same cause, when [ again adopted a 
simitar treatment, which produced the same 
beneficial result. 



This child, during; the summer, had 
been pretty much indulged with sweet* 



meats, unripe fruit, and other uuwhole- 
some food, which occasioned a relapse, 
from which slie TFaa again ao perfectly reco- 
l^rered, that she has not only enjoyed a 
stale of ^QoA general health, but has also 
recovered her natural quickness of mind, 
and retention of memory. This patient, 
the second time under my care about 
e year ago. 

CASE 14.— Mr. D. Lamb's Conduit 
Ireet, about thirty years of age, of a 
hlegmatic temperament, and sallow com- 
ilexion, was recommended the use of 
lectricity by Dr. B. About sixteen weeks 
efore, he had been siezed with a sudden 
tack of palsy^ and was affected in. nearly 
similar way to the patient in the preced- 
g case. The face was distorted — the 
'de cold and benumbed— the hands di- 
sted of the power of Toluntary motion, 
nd the ieg was dragged in walking. The 
pirits were much afiected, and his coun- 
nance marked by despondency. Blisters 
nd purgatires had been employed by 
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Dr. B. but without producing a bepeficial 
change on the palsy. 

I coiDmenced the course of Electrici^ 
on the 24th of December, 1817, and con- 
tinued it occasionally to the 2d of February 
following, when he was so iar recovered, 
as not to require any further application- 
1 have seen him several times since, and 
particularly observed his walk, which evin- 
ced no remains whatever of his former ma- 
lady. In this case, I had every reason to 
suspect, that a bilious derangement had in- 
duced the disease, which had been previ- 
ously greatly relieved, by the judicious 
treatment of Dr. B. from whose well known 
professional skill, every practicable advan- 
tage, may in all cases, be expected. 

CASE 15.— Thos. Bennet, Red Lido 
Street, Spital Fields, about thirty-six years 
of age, a patient of the General Dispensary, 
Aldersgale, was recommended by Dr. L. 
to my care, on the 25th June, 1816. This 
case was similar to the last, with tbisili£fer- 



^6o 

ttice, that the disorder nas occasioned by 
'yspepsia- The predominant irritation of 
is stomach, produced so great a degree of 
eneral irritablHty, that his whole nervous 
sj'Stera, flas affected. The whole side 
had become paralyzed — a hurry of spirits 
arked his manner— and in this unhappy 
ate, he had then continued for several 
eeks. As he had been bled, cupped, and 
listered, I recommended alkahnes and 
perients, which allayedih^ irritation^ and 
dministered Electricity^ which cured the 
alsy^ within a IbrtDight after the first ap- 
lication, though he attended me but a 
w times. 

I then ad\ised him to give up his bu- 
inesB of a baker, as the sudden and fre- 
uent transitions from heat to cold, to 
hich it daily exposed him, were so preju- 
icial to his health. 1 also recommended 
him a strict attention to regimen, to 
bstitute animal for vegetable food, and 
go into the country for the benefit of 
ure air. 
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CASE 16.— Mrs. M— , of Basingh 
Street, a lady about eighty years of a 
was sent to me by her son-in-law, in ord 
to consult me on her case. SEie was of 
plethoric habit, and had some mont 
before, a severe attack of hemiplegia, su 
sequent to a serious fit of apoplexy. S 
was copiously bled by her medical atten 
ant, which at that lime Saved her life, an 
since then, she had been obliged to ha 
recourse to cupping*. Her right side w 
totally powerless, and though she had 
far recovered her g-eneral health, as to 
quire no further aid from medicine ; yet s 
■was so feeble as not to be able to stand, an 
was obliged to be conveyed in a chair, from 
her coach, to my room. As the sensibility 
of this patient waa not much diminishe 
it appeared to me, that the remaining to 
por of the nervous system would be beat 
subdued^ by the mildest electrical excite- 
ment. 



I commenced the treatment of her cast 
by passing the current of electric air, froi 
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the upper to the lower extremities. The 
irst operation was tried on the 25tli of 
ipvil, 1818, and was repeated otcasioDally 
lill the 2tl of June following-, when the 
>atieDt had so far recovered her strength, 
Ss to be able to walk two miles with the 
ssistance of her servant, which was a 
great distance for her. She then went 
into tliecouulrj, having' not only recovered 
e use of her hand and foot, but also of 
r intellectual capaciti^^ which had been 
idenlly much impaired. 



On her return to town, she called on 
e ag-ain, in consequence of her stomach 
ving heen disordered by eating hard and 
digestible food ; but sbe had not bad any 
lapse of her complaint, llnfortunately, 
owever for my aged patient, she was left 
the care of servants, who paid no atten- 
to ber regimen. She was iu conse- 
ence, only a few weeks afterwards, at- 
cked with a fit of apoplexy, which termi- 
ated her advanced life. As she had before 
ade blood so freely, I am persuaded, that 

2 



a low diet would have prolonged her exit 
tence, whereas the contrary course prov 
fatal. 

CASE 17. — Mr Sands, Iiair-dresse 
Southampton, about forty years of age, 
a Tery spare habit, and of a nervous lem 
perament, had been siezed with pala 
about ten years before, and whicli he stat 
to have been preceded by great giddioe 
and other diatrcsaing symptoms. He h 
been attended by Drs. W. and M. tw 
eminent physicians of the place, and w 
by their treatment so far restored to health 
as to be able to prosecute his busin 
His chief object in applying- to me, was 
obtain relief from the great di^cuUi^ 
felt in making- any effort of muscular m 
tion, \vilh the affected limb; The left le 
from the spine to the toe, felt as if draw 
up — the constriction appeared to be ve 
fCreat, and was attended with considerab 
diminution of lieaf, in that side of I' 
body. The hand and aria were not 
much affected with stiffness, as with au e 
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reme degr^G of coldness, which in winter 
endered them beniimbed and powerless. 



On the 10th of August, 1816, he was 
r the first time electrified by mild vibra- 
ons, when he felt a glow of heat, such 
he had uever experienced, since he had 
een attacked with his disorder. On the 
i4tb he complained of pain in the raus- 
iles of the tlii^jh extending down to the 
knee. On the following; day, he thought 
e constriction lessened. On the 23d 
'ter the fifth application, he said he felt 
armer in the limb, and more free in his 
walk. The sixth time he was much warm- 
er and stronger — and from this period, to 
9th of November, during- an elec- 
ical course of occa^ionu/ attendances, this 
tient received perfect relief from the ef- 
icts of a disease, which had distressed him 
for more than ten years'- 

CASE 13.— Captain G-, R, N. about 
fty years of age, of robust form and ple- 

twenty yean ago, 



boric habit, had been 
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attacked with palsy on the riglit 
Bleeding, both general and topical, toge 
ther with a course of pnrg"atives, had raiti 
gated the disease, in its earlier stage, bu 
he still continued to experience dffectiv 
sensibility and action: We visited Londo 
and went through a regular coui-se of Eke 
tricihf hy shocks^ but without deriving an 
advantage whatever. Sooii after he we 
abroad upon active service, and tiioug 
he was stationed for some years in a hot 
climate, tlie palsied feeling of coldnesi 
never left him. On his return home, h 
continued to have recourse to variou: 
means for obtaining relief, which having 
uniformily failed, he applied to me for id 
opinion of his case, which had indeed 
that time, assumed a hopeless character, 
The symptoms he then laboured under 
were a great numbness iu the whole side 
with an internal feeling of chilling coldness. 
The -whole of the leg and arm affecte 
■were exceedingly stiff— and there was 
loss of feeling, as well as of voluntar 
motion. 
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On Ihe 25th of September, the first 
ipplicatiun ivas made by friclion. From 
lat time, to the 2ud of October, 1 used 
sparks and also yibrations ; when contrary 
to my expectalioiia, the patieot was per- 
fectly relieved from the effects of a disorder 
which from its lon^^ protracted duraiiojit 
had been deemed incurable, by his medi- 
ical advisers. About iwo years afterwards, 
had the pleasure of seeing this geutle- 
an in town, when he expressed his great 
tisfaction, in having- been so decisively 
nefited by my treatment ; and it ought 
be remarked, that two winters had then 
aased away, without the slightest re-cur- 
ence of his complaint. 



This is as singular an instance of a 
complete and permanent cure of this dis- 
rder, as ever fell under my observation. 
In general, after one year, palsy is seldom 
ured though great relief may be obtained, 
y persevering in the proper use of the 
remedy. Much however, will depend on 
the operation of that cause, which produced 



163 



the secondary disease. The great point, in 
sncb a case, is to ascertain the cause of 
disorder, that it may be more certainly 
combated. 

The instances, in which the too san- 
guine hopes of the afflicted have been dis- 
appointed, were those^ in which the disor- 
der had been suffered to go on for years, 
under a course of improper treatmenty 
without due attention to regimen. Change 
of structure then takes place. — the palsied 
limb becomes wasted, and though sensibil- 
ity may posably be restored and a further 
decay of substance prevented — yet the vig- 
orous use of the muscular power, and its 
ready obedience to the volition of the mind, 
has seldom been fully regained* 
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SPASM. 

Under this Orders ■ various Diseases of the 
Nervous System may be comprehended. 

I. Htfslerics. 

CASE 19.— Mrs. Ball came to me in 
the latter end of July, 1816, lo obtain re- 
lief of an hysteric affection. She had been 
xabject to fits some months, and though 
she bad, during the whole time, the advan- 
tage of careful and skilful treatment by 
Drs. M. and H. yet the violence of her 
disorder, continued without any abatement. 
She could give no account of its origin, 
but the following were indications of her 
ordinary feelings- Faintness^ a rising in the 
throat, as if she were choked, and convul- 
sions, in which she at times laughed, at 
others, cried, or screamed aloud in such a 
' manner, as alarmed and terrified all around 
her ; and when she came to herself, she 
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felt wholly exhausted. The attack of these 
fits not being periodical, I was led at first 
to suppose, they originated in the peculiar 
delicacy of her constitution, ber languid 
circulation, and her sedentary habits. 

I therefore employed Electricity in its 
mildest £DrmB, and having made particular 
enquiries of the patient, I had reason 
suspect, after a few applications, that aci. 
dity of the stomach, and irritation of^he 
bowels, occasioned by worms, was the chief 
cause of all her sufferings. I therefore di- 
rected ber to have recourse to absorbehfa, 
and having passed the Electricity through 
the bowels, I soon found by her imme- 
diately voiding numerous worms (asca- 
rides) that my conjecture was well founded. 
The patient then perceptibly but gradually 
got better, and recovered at last her per- 
fect health. 

CASE20.— Mrs. Turtle, Queen Street, 
Southampton, about thirty years of age, of 
a nervous temperament, and much ema- 



Gialed, came to consult me on ber com- 
plaint. She stated, that she had been safely 
delivered on the 28lh of November, 1815, 
And was soon afterwards restored to her 
nsual health. One day, she put her infant 
in the cradle, and covered her with the 
clothes, when she left her for a short time 
look after her domestic concerns. On 
ler return to the room, she went to the 
iradle to take up the infant, when to her 
indescribable horror, she fonnd her child 
^feIess ! Shocked, and almost petrified with 
lis heart-rending spectacle, she stood for 
time motionless and breathless, When 
te recovered the powers of respiration and 
toice, she screamed aloud, felt into violent 
convulsions, and laughed and cried alter- 
lately — in short, she became delirious and 
in tic, for several days. The hysteric fits 
returned with a rapidity that alarmed her 
husband and friends, for her safety. Me- 
dical men were in constant attendance, 
id every means were prescribed and used, 
ifhich their united counsel directed, hut 
without any effect in soothing her distracted 
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mind. Her g^eneral health now becam^ 
greatly impaired, her appetite and dig-ea 
tion suffered much, and the stomach ani 
bowela were diseased. The sjmptom whicD 
most distressed her, was a constant painful 
feeling of the throat in brealhin*, as wel 
as swallowing-, which she descrihed as 
' lump in her throat.' 



J 

Supposing this affection to be pure^ 
nervous, and the djgpepsia a consequend 
of defective vitalityj I recommended tw 
use of mild aperients, while I employe^ 
Electricity iu friction and vibration to the 
diseased parts, and also as a constitutional 
remedy, from the 29th of July, to the 15 
of Angust, but with very little advantag 
She then discontinued her attendance, an 
went through a course of mercurials, wit 
little or no benefit. She came to nie ag-al 
on the 6th of September, and from t' 
statement she then made, 1 \i'as led to a^, 
prehend, from the disordered slate of h 
stomach and bowels, and from other per 
(iar symptoms, an irritation from worm 




as in the last case. I then chang^ed my 
mode, and on the same day passed many 
vibrations through the stomach and bowels, 
which not only produced copious evacua- 
tions, but to the astonishmeutof the patient, 
the voidance also of several long- pieces of 
TTorms, about six, eight, and tea inches, in 
length. From this operation, ahe imme- 
diateli/ experienced a slight relief from the 
distressing' complaint in her throat. On 
^he loth of September, I resumed the ap- 
)Iication with g^reater force, and on the 
(2lh,she passed four, large, dead, but whole 
rorms. On the 14th, she ag^in Toided 
'more of them, and continued to do so, till 

Ltbe 17th of the month. The pains in the 
stomach and bowels had now subsided, but 
she still continued to be distressed by the 
ritation of the throat, and hoarseness, 
lectricily was then for a few days omitted* 
tid again resumed, with such decided 
nefit to the patient, that 1 now dismissed 
er with strict injunctions to attend to re- 
imen, to use exercise, and above all things, 
detach her mind from gloomy reflections. 



She attended to my advice, and before 
left Southampton, she was recovered fro 
her complaint in the thraat, and thoug 
still weak, the ^ts had entirely left her. 

Numerous cases of Hysterica have oc 
curred in my practice, which have bee: 
successfully treated by Electricity ; an 
particularly where connected with tbo 
delicate and painful disorders, peculiar 
females — a few of which will be glanced a 
under the head of Obstruction. Th 
two following cases, are noticed^ more i 
their singularity, than for their comparativ 
importance. 

Cramp. 

CASE 19.^ — An elderly female, wh 
was housekeeper at an hotel in the we 
end of the town, came to me, with a friend 
of her own, h ho was then my patient, ia 
order to have my opinion on her case* 
She Stated, that she had been for years k 
great sufferer from cramp in her legs. This 
painful affection had continued to gain 
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pon her^ notwithstanding she bad con- 
stantly had the best advice, and had uni- 
formly followed the direction of the physi- 
cians. Of the latter part of her statement 
] had some doubts, aa by her own account, 
I found her habits were by no means 
friendly to health. On touching: the affected 
parts, the flesh of both tbelowerlimbs was 

Iknottv, like hard balls, which resisted 
ipresaure. She was also subject to cramp 
in both hands and arms, but these were not 
so affected. ■ ' ■ i4 

KShe was anxious to try Electricity, and 
employed it rather as an experiment, 
knowinET that 1 had to contend with a dis- 
Mtordered state of etomach and bowels, and 
^Brhat was worst of a!!, with the force of a 
^Ka^i'r, not easily to be overcome. Not- 
^withstanding, however, all these disadvan- 
Unges, I had the satisfaction to 6nd in a few 
days, the patient considerably relieved ; 
and in the following week, both herself and 
friend reported to me personally, that she 




This lady assured ine, in case of a relapse 
she should visit me again ; but a» I hav 
never since seen her, nor Iieard from he 
I piresume.thaL she continues well. 

Spasm. 

CASE 20. — A slout young- woma 
living at Southampton, of twenty-five ye 
of age, and to all appearance healthy, cam 
to request my assistance for a violent pai 
under which she lahoured, The seat of 
her diaorder was on tlie right aide of Ih 
body, under the lower rib. As she wa 
then in great agony, 1 immediately place 
her in the insulated chair, and obtained 
Sew sparks from the part for about ; 
mmutea only, when she became aomewh 
faint, but she very soon after recover 
from the syncope. She now declared, tb 
she felt perfectly free from that excruclati 
pain, which she had suffered during ti 
whole of the preceding night. Thispalie 
being very plethoric, I advised her to go 
Mr. K. Surgeon, who bled her pretty freel 
She called ou me in a few days afleri to 



tnowled^e her obligation, uLen she iu- 
fortned me, she was completely restored to 
iier usuEil good health. 

Ill many cases, of disorders in the sto- 
ach, lirer, and bowels, as well as in ie- 
inale irregularities, both cramp and spasm 
ave been found as existing symptoms — 
hese will be noticed under their proper 
eads — and also another malady, of tio 
light suffering, HeaU'ACUE. 

Epileptic Fits. 

This disorder, next to madness, is one 
f the most dreadful which can afflic t man- 
kind : hence it was supposed by the an- 
cien ta to be p rod need by supernatu ral 
gency — but we iu this enlightened age 
and in need of no such solution, for the 
isease can now be accurately traced to 
aiious causes, in only a feiv of which. 
Electricity is applicable. 



CASE21.— W. Voung, QueetiSlreet, 
outbamptOQ, of tweuty-tbree years of agej 



of a nervous temperament, pale counte 
nance, and much emaciated, had been re- 
siding for some time at Guernsey, but tb 
climate not agreeing with him, he became 
indisposed, and left the island. About 
year after, he was frequently attacked wit* 
hysteric Jits, which, though he had the bes 
medical advice, continued for aconsiderabi 
time to afflict him. This affection, how 
ever, at last subsided, when he was regu 
larly siezed with epileptic Jits at stal 
periods. His account of the symptoms 
his disorder, was — that he felt a drowsy 
heaviness in the head, and was unwillinff 
to move at all — that he was losing his ine4 
mory very fast; and, that both his hearing 
and sight, had become much impaired. 
When these fits attacked him, he fell dow 
suddenly, as if terrified by some borrib 
object — he writhed and tivisted, frothin 
at the mouth, shrieking, and gnashin 
his teeth, while his eyes, all the time, r 
mained open. When these fits were on 
him, he was so strongly convulsed, Ih 
several persons could not hold him. Wh 
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he recovered, lie had no recoliection what- 
ever, of any thing that had passed. 

Having been under the care of several 
medical gentlemen, who had formed various 
opinions on his case, and had treated him 
accordingly, without any benefit — he was 
now determined to submit to my directions, 
Supposing- his malady to have arisen from 
a violent nervous affection, I recommended 
very little medicine, and employed Elec- 
icity in various modes, from the 0th to 
e 21st of August* He now reported to 
e, that he had experienced nopaiu what- 
ver since the first application, that the fit 
ad not returned at the usual period, but 
at he was still troubled with giddiness 
the head. The remedy was again re- 
ted from the 2lst to the 30th of August, 
hen his general health appeared from the 
proved stale of the tongue, pulse, and 
mplexion, greatly restored — and still* no 
t had returned. He then desisted from 
ectrical applications till the 13th of Sep. 
mber, and had the last on the IGth, when 
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he reported himself, to be quite free fi 
every feeling that could iodicate disc 
and was in all respects, perfectly nell. On 
the December followiDg, he called on me 
in London, to express his gratitude for his 
recovery, when he told me, that up to thai 
time, he had not had the slightest return^ 
of his old complaint, nor was he at alt a^j^l 
prehensive of snch a misfortune, as he now 
felt himself quite another person, in every 
respect. He said, he had now to attend 
to a business in which he had recently en- 
gaged, and though the speculation was 
very hazardous, and required constant and 
great exertion of mind, yet he felt himself, 
perfectly competent to the undertaking. 

CASE 22. — Diana Osman, living at 
Marchwood, near Southampton, was a 
stout young woman of twenty-two years of 
age, and of a plethoric habit. She had 
been subject to severe epileptic 6 Is, for 
more than fifteen months. The cause she 
attributed to a fright she had, at a time 
when she was particularly nervous. Her 
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general health had been previous!}' good, 
but was then much impaired by her afflic- 
tion. The symptoms were much the same 
as in ihe last i-ase, but the cause arose 
here from obstructiou, which produced ex- 
treme irratibility. 

■It 

The patient was subjected to an elec- 
tric course* from the 8tb to Ibe 20th of 
August, when she found her g'eneral Iiealth 
better, and herfeeliii^comfortahle. From 
he first electrical application to this time, 
e had not had any return of the tils, 
ough before, they were very frequent in 
eir unwelcome visits. On the 24th she 
ad a fit, but in a very slight degree. She 
ben resumed the electrical applications, 
nd repeated them tliirteen times, from the 
th of August, to the 12th of September, 
hen she declared herself to be perfectly 
ured. In two months afterwards, she 
ailed upon me, in a state of excellent health, 
he slated, that she had not had then the 
lightest return of the tits, ihougli she had 



several times been alarmed and frighten 
by circumstances which recently had ha 
pened, 

CASE 23. — A. Taylor, recommend 
to me by letter from a Surgeon and A 
thecary, at the west end of the town. T 
patient was about forty-five years of 
subject to a stomach and bowel complain 
and within a few months past, he had bee 
seized with epileptic fits ia tbe middle 
the night, while fast asleep. These a 
tacks became alarming' from their fret/ue 
cy and severity ; and the mind of the pa 
tient had suffered so much, that he coul 
.scarcely recollect any thing, while h' 
body had become so debihtated from th 
violtnce of his convulsions, tbat he w 
wkolltf nnahle to work. This patient bein 
still under the care of his own medical a 
tendant, of course I confined rajself e 
clusively to the application of Electricit 
but that proved of decided benefit. A fe 
applications removed tbe complaint, an 



sometime afterwards he called to Bay, he 
had DO return whatever of his fits. 



Many similar, and aggravated cases, 
lave also been successfully treated by Gal- 
misDQ. When epilepsy arises from mal- 
)nformalion, or any organic disease, then 
ittle can be expected from the electrical 
fCDcy. But the question can be best 
lletermined by experiment, as I have 
known instances, in which, though little 
as expected from the remedy, yet much 
ore was obtained from its judicious appli- 
:tion, than from all the known means in 
ommon use. 



St, Vilus's Dance. 

I have had few instances of this aing-u- 
r disorder : but in the treatment of these, 
lectricity has proved highly beneficial, 
he following is perhaps, the only case 
ithin my knowledge, which deserves par- 
'cular notice. 



CASE 24,— Miss B—n, about twenty 
years of age, of a robust form, and 
ceedingly nervous, was recommended to 
me by Dr, T. under whose care she had 
been placed for seme months. The patient 
was unable to speak so as to be u nderstood 
— she was much convulsed — her count^p 
nance distorted— her tongue hung out of 
her mouth, and a great deal of frothy 
saliva was discharged. Her mother, who 
accompanied her, stated the following par^il 
ticulars : that her daughter had been about 
two years in her presentstate, during whicli 
she had received thebest medical assistance, 
and that everi^ known means had been re- 
sorted to in vain ; that her general healtii 
still continued extremely bad ; — that her 
fits were unremitting night and day, and 
that of course^ she could at no time, have 
any refreshing rest. The muscles of the 
arms were more violently agitated than 
those of the legs — the head revolved by a 
sudden etartling motion, and a rattling 
noise was heard from her throat, when a 



itempting to speak, like that proceeding; 
om suffocatiou. 



To restore the general health, I em- 
yed Gaivunisni, for a few weeks, which 
reduced the most beneficial effects, and 
en Electricity in the directiou of the 
ine, ko, la six weeks, the patient was 
erfectly cured of evertf ailment. She now 
ecame corpulent^ and was enabled to work 
t her needle, which she had not done for 
years. Ahout two months after her 
recovery she called again to inform me, 
that she had experienced a slight relapse 
of her complaint, which she attrihuled to 
an, obstruction from cold, to her close ap- 
lication to needle- work, and to herpecM- 
' sufferings o( inind^ occasioned by some 
TCry distressing family affairs. She then 
,\vent through the same process as before, 
md was a second iime^ restored to perfect 
[health. Some months now elapsed, before 
she visited me again, when she called to 
[inform me, that she had experienced 
I another slight relapse of her disorder — for 



which she took blame to herself, in not 
having paid sufficient attenlion to my d 
rectrons, respecting diet, air, and exerci 
A few applications relieved the complain 
I then recommended her to go into Ih 
country, and on her return to call on me 
again if she should find it necessary, but 
from that time, I have heard nothing mo 
of her, 

I am well aware, that medical mean 
will frequently etTecta cure in this disorder, 
where it is produced by irritation in 
primae vise, but where the nervous syate 
is deeply and primarily affected, no reme 
whatever, can so certainly or speedily, cu 
Sr. Vitus's Dance., as the Electric Jlui 
properly employed. 

Acute Affection of the Nerves- 

CASE 25. — P — . Esq. then residin 
at Mr, Gilmore's, Chymist* Southampton 
came to me on the 4th day of Novembe 
1816, to make a trial of Electricity in h" 
case, which was a morbid affection, in 



branch of the 6fth pair of nerves. This pain- 
fill complaint, called Tic doloureux^ had 
siezed him about six months before, which 
ihe attributed to the extraction of a decayed 
tooth, from the rig-ht jaw— the spasmodic 
feelings, which he laboured under, were 
^11 the left cheek. Dr. W. having paid 
very attention to this case, and tried every 
"emedy in vain, little benefit seemed to be 
pected from any application of mine, 
pecially as the parient was an old many 
till in a had state of health, and too pee- 
ishlff resiiess, to give any remedy a fair 
ial. The recurrence of the spasm, was 
quick, that it took place every three or 
your minuteSy day and night; and these 
violent paroxysms, were only in some de- 
rce relieved, by his forcibly closing the 
eth of the right jaw. His face was dis- 
rted and convulsed, and he could only 
onverae in abrupt and broken sentences* 
r- W — , who witnessed my operation, 
bserved, that when I insulated the patient, 
nd employed a point for ten minutes, he 
no rtturn of the spasm; but when the 
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machiae ceased to work, it recurred again. 
On the 5th, the gentleman said he was 
greatdeal better, the spaani haviug return* 
but a few times, during the preceding daj 
and night. The remedy was again re 
peated on the 6th, in the morning, for tl 
t/iirdy and in the eveniog, for the fourt 
time. The patient was at length greatljj 
improved ; and on the 7^1, after the 
application, he became /reefrom the spasE 
altogether. He slept well, was able 
converse freelif, and waa in high spirits, 
anticipating a perfect cure. On the 8lb, 
after the sixth application, he considered 
himself completelij restored On the 9th, 
he took a short journey in hia open car- 
riage, and on his return, was exposed to a 
cold easterly wind* accompanied with a 
storm of hail and sleet, without feeling the 
least return of his complaint. This gentle- 
man, soon after left Southampton, perfectly 
free from every symptom of his disorder. 



CASE 26.— A respectable young fe- 
male, about tweuly-five years of age, of a 
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lethoric habit, iras recoui mended by Mr. 
. Surgeon. She came lo me attended by 
r. M 's. assistant, who not being aware of 
er case, stated, that she had laboured^ 
or som.e time past, under a very severe 
rheumatic attack. This, however, was not 
'correct, for her real complaint proved to be, 
morbid affection of the nerves of the hand 
nd arm. The pain, which was extremely 
cute, and spasmodic, frequently and sud- 
enly, darted from the upper, to the lower 
art of the limb". Mr. M. who has ba4 
ccasion to direct his professional attention 
to cases of Tic doloureux, and to whose 
skill, many patients of that class are in- 
debted for their recovei^', had failed to suc- 
eed in this inslaDce. 

In the space of a fortnight, from the 
'me 1 commenced the electric course, the 
patient was perfectly cured, of a disorder 
Mhtch had deprived her of the use of her 
Adeft arm, for some months. Nearly twelve 
Kcuonths afterwards, I saw Mr- M, who in- 
Wformed me, that the patient continued lo 



enjoy good health, and had not experienced 
the slighlesl return of her complaint 

The following is one of the most extra- 
ordinary cases, of a morbid affection of the 
nerves, which 1 have met with. 

CASE 27.— Mrs. H , a respectable 

old lady, residing- in East Street, South* 
ampton, came to me, attended by her mar 
ried daughter, who was herself also 
invaHd. Mrs. H. had in early life enjoye 
tolerable health, but since her confinement 
by family cares and age, she had suffered 
much from an iudispositioii arising from a 
disorderevl state of the nervous system. 
The disease she was then labouring under^ 
was an acute affection of the nerves abou 
the lower part of the spine, which suddenly 
shot to the under part of the shoulder 
blade, and frequently extended to the arm 
and even to the ends of the right-hand 
finders. She had enjoyed the advantag 
of having' every kind of medical aid, with- 
out ever experiencing, even the smallest 
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temporary relief ; and had tried erery kind 
of remedy, lhat the regular aod irregular 
^praclitione^ liad advised, to no purpose. 
She attributed the origiti of her complaint 
lo the severity of her accouchement, t/iirty 
fears previous. 



Haying directed her to attend to the 
state of her digestive organs, I commenced 
the employment of Electricity on the 3d of 
)f September, 1816, by insulation and vi- 
jration, directed to the affected parts, and 
Bo soon as the 7th of the month, though 
ilherwise not better, she felt less pain in 
Bhe back. She continued the apphcation 
occasionally till the 3Qih> during- which 
time, she graditaiii/ got better. She now 
i'aited to observe the effects produced, but 
lot finding herself ^ui/e relieved, came to 
le again on the IGtb of October, and con^ 
tinned the Electricity for some days, when 
she reported herself to be tjuite free from 
ivery symptom of the complaint. She had 
ilso improved much in her general health, 
^which no doubt had been greatly impaired 
by the malady, from which she declared. 



she had Tiot been even one day free, for 
space thirty years. 

Though ! have not met with man 
cases of this kind, in which I have bee 
unsuccessful, I must candidly say, that 
have been ofien disappointed, in the cure 
this dreadful disorder. One reason of thi 
failure, may perhaps be found in the op» 
nion enterlained of its being only a loc 
a^cc/io«, and the treatment required merel: 
topical. Whereas, if the nerves themselv 
be affected only by sympathy, and a ?no 
bid change in the brain, occasions the di 
order, very little can be expected from an 
local excitant. The division of the nerv 
which has often proved useless^ clearly in 
dicates, that nothing short of a conslitit 
timal treatment, can cure the disease, 
beg here to refer the intelligent reader, 
a» admirable work of Dr. Armstrong's, o 
this most important subject, see his Pra 
tical Illustrations oa Typhus Fevers, Stc. 
3d Edition, page 442. This book is d 
servedly held io the highest estimation bf 
medical men. 
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Hypochondria — Melancholy. 
CASE 28. — A young geotleraan of 
fortune, who, when young, had been placed 
at a public seminary, where unfortunately 
he was seduced by his associates to the 
practice of a vice, as fatal fo his peace of 
mind, as injurious to his bealth- This laid 
jpjlhe foundation for a nervous disorder, which 
proved to him a source of protracted suf- 
fering-. His menial powers became im- 
paired, especially his memory. But, what 
p'as worst of all, his fancy dwelt for ever 
>n imaginary evils, while increasing timi- 
lily and gloom, led him to banish himself 
from all society. His health daily de- 
|*:lined, while a depression of spirits, and a 
frelfulmss of temper, concurred to render 
thim truly miserable. 



In process of time, by a salutary change 
)f habits, he partially recovered, and hav- 
^ing become studious, and of a religious turn 
[of thinking, he became the subject of a 
\new kind of suffering. The terrors of 
future punishment now continually haunted 



hia fancy, enervated bis powers, and em 
bittereO his eslstence- Under ihe pressur 
of these feelings he was ready to sin' 
when a ray of hope entered his mind, an 
BO far dissipated despair, ttiat for a whil 
he felt somewhat recovered. Suhsequen 
events, however, arising from family afflic 
tion, ag-ain, and again, brought him iato 
state of extreme nervous despondtncy, \\ 
frequently supposed himself so ill, as to b 
on the point of death, when a postman' 
rap at the door, would instantly banish th 
delusion. The disappointment of aijtici, 
pated pleasure, filled him with rage^ o 
overwhelmed him willi grief. With al 
these perturbations of mind, he felt th 
whole train of dyspeptic affections, whic" 
from their severity, led him at last to su 
pect, that he laboured under a disordere 
state of the nervous system. 

The spell was now broken — he com 
meneed a course of treatment under a me 
dical friend of mine, who prescribed die 
more than medicine. He was then reco 
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ended to me, and by the use of Electri- 
ity for some weeAs, together with air and 
Kerctae, Ucfullt/ regained his health, cou- 
titutional vigour, and spirits. His mental 
ergy also, was so completeltf testoredf 
at he soon hecame, and still remaius, an 
tive, and useful member of society. 

CASE 29. — Amon^ the many cases of 
is deplorable malady, which I have had 
easion to wilnesa, I have seldom, if ever, 
et with one more distressing, than the 
llowing. In the year ]803, during my 
aidence near Launceslon^ in CamwaUi 
r. Yeo, an opulent farmer, who resided 
D that neighbourhood, came to consult 
e, al the request of a friend of his own. 
e ivas about fifty years of age, of a me- 
ancholy temperament, and of a middle 
'ze. He informed me, that fourteen years 
:fore, he had addicted himself to intoxi- 
tioD, and that he bad not for the term of 
-ven jears, gone sober to bed ; yel auch 
as his constitutional strength, that he had 
till been able to attend to his agricultural 

R 



concerns. He told me, that one da 
from motives of curiosity, he had gone 
bear a popular minister, who preached 
sermon on the ' Sin of Drunkenness, an 
its dreadful consequences/ This discou 
made so deep an impression on his mind 
that he instantly resolved to leave off 
ever that hateful vice. He kept to his de 
termination, for he said, he had never sine 
tasted either spirits, wine, or even any ma 
liquor. He was now become a creature 
reflection, and wliile under g^reat ment 
and nervous depression, was indulging i 
a walk on a Summer's evening- ; wh 
casting his eyes on the ground^ h 
imagined he perceived something shinin 
and on stooping to pick it up, soppos 
that he had been bitten by a serpent. H 
immediately put his finger into his mouth 
and while sucking the supposed veno 
from the part, he felt a sudden thri 
through his whole frame — his head becam' 
confused, and his heart palpitated violenti 



From that moment he never ceaS 
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9is long* years, from imagining himself 
[tp be possessed of a demon. This strange 
^oiiceit was productive of the most dis- 
iressipg consequences,— in the day, he was 
constantly haunted with melancholy appre- 
hensions ; and broken rest and distracted 
bjleep, rendered his nights terrific. Thus 
bid the evils which his disordered fancy 
n^d conjured up, so harass and agitate his 
hpind, that a sense of religion aione^ res- 
a^ained him frequently from ccmmitting 
^fiicide. In order that he might be the 
■better enabled to submit the whole of his 
tting'alar case to the judgment of medical 
Bpen, he kept a journal, which he called 
[bis liooJc of daily sufferings^ He had con- 
lyulted, when I saw him, theiirstphysician^ 
Hn the county — he had also been attended 
\hy several surgeons and apothecaries, and 
Ifaad frer|uently had recourse to empirics, 
l^nt without the least benefit to his dis- 
reacted mind. Medicines of various kinds, 
■ change of air, of place, and all other mean^ 
|of recovery which could be devised, were 
iBuccessively tried in vain. 



' When he applied to me, he described 
his complaint^ as an obtuse pain in the 
head, and in the reg-ion of the heart. R 
garding his extraordinary case, as one 
settled hypochondria, I determined not 
sport with his feehng:s, by treating hia di 
order as a chimera of the brain. By sym 
pathising- with him, I gained hisconfidenc 
and he determined to try the efFecIs 
Electricity. I appointed my judicious m 
dical friend. Dr. C — , to attend us; an 
after a minute examination, we found n 
cause to suspect the presence of any dy 
peptic or hepatic disease, nor of any organ 
lesion of the heart. We then proceeded 
pass the electric fluid in a vibratory cu 
rent, through the disordered parts, whic 
produced an immediate effect on the patien 
In a few minutes he exclaimed, that he w 
relieyed from the torture he had so Ion 
endured. His countenance brightened in 
cheerfulness — he ate a hearty supper wi 
us, slept soundly the whole night, and aft 
awaking: refreshed in the morninff, decla 



o us^ his coDTiction of a decided and happ^ 
hange liaving taken place. 

The applicalion was repeated on the 
wo followiug days, after which the patient 
as so fully satisfied of his recovery, 
hat he went home in coTtfidence, to an- 
ouDce to his friends his singular cure, 
was subsequently in the hahit of hearing 
om him, and occasionally seeing him, for 
veral years ; I have therefore only to add, 
at he had not during' that period the 
lightest return of his complaint. I should} 
erhaps, have before observed, that on any 
liter subject of conversation than his dis- 
rder, Mr. Yeo was at all times perfectly 
aim and collected; and in the manage- 
ent of his ordinary affairs, evinced much 
iscretion and ability. In what manner 
e electrical stimulus produced so instan- 
neous a benefit, I cannot determine, I 
ive only the fads, which are more valua- 
]e than a thousand theories. 
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BLINDNESS, 

ccasioned hif Pahif of the Optic Nerves, 

But few cases have fallen under m 
observation, where defective vision had bee 
so successfully treated by Electricity^ as b 
Galvanism, This will therefore be furlh 
adverted to under the headsof Galvanib 
and GuTTA Serena. The loss of sig-ht oe 
casioiied by palsy, is one of the most hop 
less diseases of the nervous system. Ft 
indeed, are the instances of perfect recover 
in cases of this kind, nor are thei'e an 
other affections in the organs of sense, i 
vvhich the ordinary treatment has ntorf fr 
guenilfi failed, than in this malady. Ba 
all is not lost to the blind — hope may sti 
he indulged, where no org'anic derang; 
ment has taken place, and where th 
nerves have not suffered from this morbi 
change ; if their capabilities on/y have bee 
affected, either by suppression of their ia 



berent energy, or a dimination of power by 
exhaustion or defective cxcitabitUy, the af- 
^fiicted need not despair. 1 shall now give 
niv two cases of this kind, in whidi the 
rnployment of Electricity wns productive 
f the most decided and permaneat benefic. 

CASE 30.— John Shepherd, High 
treet, Southampton, recommended hy Mr. 
acobs, Grocer; about rifty years of ag-e, 
II, of a spare habit, and nervous tempe- 
ment. This patient had for years en- 
Dyed a robust state of health, and a great 
ow of spirits. When young, he had been 
apable of powerful muscular esertiona — 
e went in early life into the army, and 
was afterwards in the Hampshire Militia, 
s a Sergeant. About fifteen years ago, in 
onsequence of taking cold, he became 
■generally indisposed, for some days. His 
toraach became disordered, his bowels 
ostive, his head affected with giddiness, 
nd the back part of it with great pain-* 
^e paid little attention to his ailments, and 
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went on duty as usual. After the paradi 
he proceeded with some recruits to 
them in an adjoining field, on a hot sum- 
mer's day. But while in the very act o( 
giving" the word of command, he siiddenlfi^ 
became blind, and was led home by two 
his comrades. The Surgeon of the res 
ment was immediately sent for, who hl( 
him freely in the right jugular vein, put~ 
him under a course of mercurials, and used 
every means in vain to restore his sig 
From this treatment tlie patient deriv 
much benefit as to general health, but 
vision could not be recovered, he was di 
charged from the regiment. One year h 
elapsed, when he began to see better 
the aid of glasses of the greatest magnify i 
power. During the last two or three yea 
he found his si^htgraduaily getting: ^'oi 
All the spectacles and glasses he could no 
try, were equally useless. He also co 
plained of a violent head-ache, a throbbin 
in the temple, giddiness, and other sym 
toms of indigestion. Indeed his gene- 
health, be said, was then much impair. 
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and his sirengtli so much reduced, that he 
could not bear the least fatigue, * 

1^ In the first four days, while under my 
care, he had recourse to mild aperients, 
which removed the costiveness under which 
he laboured, and from the 25th to the 28th 
of August, he was electrified. The head- 
ache had now left him, and on the 30tb) 
he said, he could see better. From the 2d 
to the 9th of September, hissig;ht gradually 
improved. On the next day he saw things 
Ipiear him clearer, and on the following, 
distant objects muck better. He could now 
read large print without any fatigue to his 
eyes. On the 14th, his sight was still 
stronger, and continued improving till the 
18th i and from that time, to the l9th of 
M^ctober, he gradually recovered the powers 
^fcf vision to that degree of capahilitt/ that 
-spectacles he formerly used, enabled 
him with ease., to read the smallest print. 
is health, too, had from my treatment, 
en fully restored, and he was again able 
labour for the support of his family. 
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CASE 31. — Miss Ann Harding-, 
Orchard Street, Southamplon, Millinen 
was recommended to my friendly aid b 
Mr. James Davis, Linen Draper of t 
same place. This interesting young ft 
male, not more than twenty years of aj 
of a very slender form, and nerroua te 
perament, had no twith standing; enjoy 
during the greater part of her life, a t 
lerably equable atate of good health. H 
ving been brought up to the business of 
Milliner, which not only confined her 
sedentary habits, but from her constant a 
plication to fine needle-work, exposed her 
to a severe trial of the eyes, her sight had 
been gradually weakened, and at last she 
was reduced to a state, nearly approaching 
to tolal blindness. Her general health, had 
also previously suffered, but the paralysis 
of the nerves resulted frora a great ex 
haustion of the nervous system. Great 
dejected by this distressing privation, s 
hastened to town, and placed herself unde 
the care of one of the firat Oculists of the 
metropolis, to whose skill, and unremitting 




Itention, she bad been before greatly in- 
debted. Under the care of Sir Wm. A — 
she derived tbe greatest benefit. Indeed 
from this, as well as from many other cases, 
-which have come under my subsequent 
kreatmentj I can bear testimony to his suc- 
iressful practice in cases of Gut/a Serena, 
touring ber stay in town, she made ffreat 
pmproTement in ber general health, which 
laid tlie foundation for tlie improvement of 
her sight. Bbsters, and other local appH- 
ations, did all that could be expected 
om them. She now could see better, 
ut required the aid of glasses of great 
agnifying power, without which, every 
bject appeared to her, as if envelo- 
cd in a hazy, dense atmosphere. Her 
es appeared very dull, with a vacant 
re; and notwithstanding the pupil was 
ilated, no object was seen by her in its 
true colours — every thing appeared to her 
he if shrouded in mist, and she groped 
her way in the twilight, as if in total dark- 
ess. 
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Such was her state, when I commencti 
the application of Electricity, which 1 did 
on the 11th of September, 1816. 1 beoan 
with gentle vibrations across her temples, 
which produced a great glow of heal, and 
immediately afterwards a copious lachrjjoal 
discharge from both eyes. From the last 
date to the 20th of the mouth,, she con 
nued to improve; and on that day, after 
having undergone the fifth operation, gre 
amendment was observed — the contracti 
of the pupil was distinctly seen, sensihili 
greatly increased — the light now affect 
her eyes, she displayed vivacity of count 
nance, and great cheerfulness of spiri 
On the 30th of the month, and after t 
ninth operation, her sight had beco 
much stronger and clearer — the pupil rei 
d'dif contracted and dilated, as she turn 
her heud to and from the light — the eyei 
had then acquired considerable powers of 
vision, for she could see large objects an 
colours pretty distinctly without g-lass 
On the 3d of October, she felt herself 



vempUteltf restored to sight, that she was 
able to do tine needle work by candle 
light, without glasses, and with no injury 
to her eyes. From this indiscreet exertion, 
1 howeyer perceived a slight injlamma- 
<ion, and tlierefore insulated her again, 
ing the electric current through the 
ad and eyes, and then dismissed her, 
itb a request, that she should call upon > 
e ia a few days. She did so, in about a 
eek, and also at the latter end of the 
onth, when she assured me, that she COQ'> 
'nued TO enjoy perfect vision. 
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DEJFNESS, 
From Paralysis of the Auditory ^ervetA 



NerTous Deafnesa has always be 
considered by the first medical authorities, 
as ODe of tbe most hopeless afieclions 
of the org^ins of hearini^- The judid 
Mr. SaunderSj in bis treatise on the dis 
of the ear, considers tliis malady when of 
longer standing than szj ntonthfi, as incu 
rable. Other writers, who suppose th 
they possess a profound knowledge of t 
mechanism of the ear, have maintain 
the same opinion. One of these aurists 
asserts with confidence, that the powers 
Electricityt are only eificient in one cai 
out of five, and the reason he assigns f( 
that opinion, is probably more correct th 
the assertion — it is, because, in /tisemployi 
mentof that remedy, he has found the cun 
in tliat proportion with the failures. 
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beiier reaaon than this raay be offered for 
the ineffieacy of Electricity in such cases, 
which will be found supplied in the course 
of this work, hy authentic cases, and by the 
testimony of living wilfusses. With all 
my respect for the important profession of 
oculist — however much I may regard the 
department of surgery* I must candidly 
confess, that a Surgeon Aurist, is the last 
pereon on earth whom I would consult, in 
a case of nervous deafness, because this 
disease belongs to a class of maladies out 
f his province altogether. The following' 
3es of nervous deafness^ both in their 
'character and cure^ will enable the reader 
to form tolerably correct ideas of the causes 

Ind conseijueuces of this disorder. 



young: 



CASE 32 —Frances Millar, st fine 
girl of ten years of age, the 
daughter of a Gardener in Southampton, 
Hras to all appearance healthy. This pa- 
^pient complained only of deafness, brought 
on by a fever, which had condoed her for 
:veral months. Her deafneSA liad come 



on gradually, and was then of more th 
three years continuance. The left ear w 
most affected, and a loud Licking watch 
put to the external ear, could not be hear 
— nor did the teeth convey the sound 
Ihe sensorium. When conversiug wn 
her, the mouth was opened widely- 
could inflate the tympanum of each eai 
but immediately afterwards her usual deal 
ness returned. The external indicalioi 
were, paleness and Jiabbiness of the ea 
and a fiattening of the cartilaginous curvi^ 
turea — there was no secretion whatever il 
the ear, which ^vag therefore perfectly dry^ 
In short, every thing designated her deaf*^ 
ness to be nervmis. 



Under this impression, I administered 
the electric influence to her, from Ihe 12thj 
of September, to the 21st of October, wit! 
the greatest success. She took no medi- 
cines whatever during- the course of hei 
attendance. The treatment was both con-i 
stitutional and locaU and the process by n( 
means painful. The following were herfl 



wp reports on the progreas of her cure. 
On the 17th, after tiie third applicati«i, 
iie heard a little better — after the fourth 
peration, a great deal better. On the 
4th of September, better still, and conti- 
ued improving- in this way, until the 3d 
i' October, when a cerumenous secretio:^ 
ppeargd. On the 9tb, she said she was 
ettiog ^uite well; and on the lOUi, she 
«aid she thought, she could hear as well by 
the left ear, as she could by the right. To 
jput this supposition to the test, I tried the 
b^llowinf; experiment. She stopt her left 
^ar with her tiiig^r, and I ^ti iick a musical 
ttbrk^ of concert pitch (A.) and placed it 
kwitbin the distance of a foot from the ri^ht 
^ar, which she heard distinctly. She then 
closed the right ear, and I placed the fork, 
struck with less force, at a greater dia- 
■"_nce from the left ear, and yet this child, 
j^'itb her ei/es closed at the time, main- 
»aed that the j^eii&ation 'was more in- 
reased in that ear, though it ha*! been the 
oat defectiTe one. Her amendment for a 
|iort time was progressive. She at i^^X 



varied from better to worse, being; much 
afiected by the changes of the weather. 
She caught a violent cold^ and on the 12th 
compiaiiied of a head-ache. The operalioa 
was then repeated with increased excite- 
ment, and she recovered her hearing so ra 
pidly, tiiat she could hear my watch tick 
when placed on the table, at the distance 
of fourteen feet. 1 iben dismissed her; 
and about six weeks after, called with a 
friend at the house of her father, where I 
found my httle patient in perfect possession 
of her hearing, in good health, and high 
spirits. Both the father and mother de- 
clared that she could now hear as well aa 
ever she had done, awd expressed their gra- 
titude for her perfect recovery. 

CASE 33.— Mr. Heni7 Friar, White 
smith, High Street, Southampton, abou 
forty-seven years of age, of a sallow com 
plexion, athletic form, and middle stature* 
gave the following statement of his case. 
About s!,\ years before, he h^d caug-ht ft 
violeat cold from getting wet, while goin^ 



fats work, and not having afterwardi 
ann;ed his clothes for the wliole day, he 
as aiezed in the evening with a numbness 
n the right aide of his head and face, 
hich had been most exposed to the coJd, 
ind, and rain. This deadly feeling gave 
ioi no pain, but much uneasineas, for he 
on experienced so great a noise in the 
ar, that he could hear nothing on that 
ide. By slow degrees he got somewhat 
better of the first complaint, but the buzz- 
■ing noise in his ear still continued^ and he 
eat daily more deaf. This patient Iiad re- 
sorted to many remedies, prescribed for 
him, both by the regular practitioner and 
the empiric to no purpose. The privation 
if hearing in his case, was no doubt occa- 
ioned by partial palsy, of « hich the mus- 
cles of the face bore evident marks — every 
symptom indicated paralysis of ihe audi- 
lory nerves. The hearing was much im- 
paired, the cerumenous glands were tor- 
pid, and the external auditory canal per- 
^fectly dry. With an 'intelligent eye, des- 
oadency still shaded his visage. 
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^1 Bad as was tins case, and uuwilliug 
I was to hazard a, trial, which mig:ht brioj 
discredit on Elecli icitv, I yielded lo the re 
peated eutreatifs of the patient, and under 
took his case; hut without auy expectatic 
of effecting: his recovery. The watch piact 
at the right ear, and on the rigiit side 
the head, was to him as silent tis a stoii< 
Hig constant perceptions of humming 
whistling, and singmg noises, were so m 
ried and diversified, as seemed to excliidi 
every undulatory motion of the circiimai 
bientair. Tbe other ear was not so mud 
affected ; but by ibe sympathy of part 
began also to dechne in its SLisceptibilitJ 
of sound. I employed Electricity iu thij 
casC) nearly in a manaer similar, to that ii 
the preceding ones, Friction, I found to' 
be the most potent. To sum up the result^ 
— after tive operations, the patient was noll^ 
only perfectly relieved, bat permancnllg 
cured of a disorder, which bid defiance t 
every other remedy. This remarkable 
jtOTcrv took place in July 1816. I saw tli 
patient several times afterwards, and alsp 
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just before my leaving Soutbainptoni in 
fcDecember following, when he assured me 
[%itli griLtihide, that he had not oidy com- 
pletely regained his hearing, but was en- 
tirely free from Mose noises in the head, 
rhich bad so much distressed him, both 
lay and night, for six years. tl 



CASE 34.— Miss Mary Lambert, Mati- 
la Maker, twenty-six years of age, of a 
lale complexion, spare habit, and nervouB 
jnoperament, then residing in High Street, 
Southampton, was recommended to me by 

l^tfr. K , Surgeon. She had been deaf 

^ntretween six and seven years. She had lost 
her hearing gradualiy^ from a violent cold 
^Brhich had affected ber general health, 
j^md materially weakened all her sensorial 
powers. The head had suffered most, and 
the deafness was ^^ara/Zy great in both ears. 
She could not hear the tick of a watch, nor 
any conversation, unless the voice was 
jj^nuch raised, and the articulation was par- 
ticulariy dow and distinct- Indeed I never 
et a more decided case of nervous deaf- 



ness. The whole syatem seemed to labo 
under the lowest depression of nervous d 
hilily, from her sedentary habits. Sheaai 
that she never had enjoyed g-ood healt 
but bad always been thrown into agilatio 
when she was hurried or surpriseil. O 
inspecting the ear, I found no cerumeno 
secretion, the tympanum could not be i 
ftated, the watch pressed on the lower teet 
couTejed no sensation of sound whateve 
her hearing was always worse iu uuft th 
in Jine weather. In this case, the eua' 
chian tube was also ohstntcted—hwt ih 
was no apparent cause of this obslructio 
I was somewhat apprehensive, that n 
only a defective energy of the audito 
nerve existed, but that it was combine 
with an organic derangement of the inte 
nal mechanism of the ear. 

In the 6rst instance, 1 therefore ei 
ployed Electricity only as a constitution 
remed) — the bowels were assisted by aloel' 
aperients, and I then directed the electr' 
action to the head generally, to the ea 



particularly^ by stream and vibration, and 
sent sparks through the Eugtachian tube, 
from the ear to the throat. This treatment 
proTed both safe and successful. The 
electric course, though lonj^ and tedious, 
[etfected at last the cure of the patient. I 
bommeoced the operations on the 6th of 
lAngust, ajid continued them till the 25th of 
November. Her attendances were pretty 
iregular, and from, first to last, her retro^ 
(ery was progressive. The symptoms of 
Amendment which progressively appeared 
were— increased secretion of bright yellow 
<:erumen — less of a singing noise in the 
htad and ears — hearing better in the left 
ear first; but about the 25th of JMoveinber, 
ahe had so completely recovered frona her 
deafness, that she could hear my watch 
distinctly tick at the end of the room, and 
also any conversation, though uttered in a 
very /o«) tone of voice. Just before I left 
Southampton, she called to thank me for 
my aid, and then assured me, that she 
could hear perfectly well, and that wben 
vras suddenly spoken to, it startled 
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her much, and when hollowed at, it dit 
traded her head. 



CASE 35.— T. A, Esq, Gray's Ini 
an emiuent SoUcitor, of very extensive bi 
siness, had, by his great application 
professional duties, brought upon hinise] 
a nervous complaint. This gentlem: 
came to me in the summer of 1SI7; 
was of a spare habit, of an active mine 
and about 40 years of age. He had exp« 
rienced a gradual loss of hearing for abot 
two years. In its first approaches it wa 
attended with a buzzing noise in the eai 
and defective secretion of cerumen. H< 
could inflate the tympanum, and hear tl 
ticking of a watch at the distance of abot 
three inches from both ears, which wei 
equally atlected. There was no induralit 
of cerumen. The auditory nerves had ioi 
their tone^ and the nervous system, havit 
suffered from too great excitement^ hi 
sunk into a stale of exhaustion. In thill 
case I recommended the patient, nervinf 
and applied Electricity as a constitutiooi 
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remedy. He, however, abstained from 
taking* the medicines 1 had ordered, and 
notwithstanding the omission, by EUctrt- 
cily aloHCj he perfectly recovered both his 
health and hearing in three weeks, — a cir- 
cumstance that left no doubt on my mind» 
that his disorder was purely nervous. 



CASE 36 — The folloning is one of 
be most striking instunces of the edicacy 
f Electricity I hare known : though it is to 
e lamented that the patient siiould have 
en removed from town, before a cure 
ould be completely affected. — JVliss B — r, 
mostinteresting young: lady, of ei{?hteen 
earsof age, tbe daughter of a gentleman in 
loucestershire, but then under the tuition 
'a Lady, in the neighbourhood of Tavi- 
tock Square. From my successful treat- 
ent, of the preceding casGt this young" 
y was brought to me in order to ob- 
in my opinion of the cause of lier deaf, 
ess, and the probable result of an elec- 
rical course. In answer to my enquiries 
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I obtained the following particulars. Tl 
parents had observed lite deafness of theil 
daughter at a verv early period of childA 
hood. They consulted l\1r. S. their relf 
tion, an eminent Surgeon, %i'lio fjave it as" 
his decided opinion, that nothing; could be 
done for his grand-daughler, and, as be 
conceived her deafness to he organic^ nrged 
it on her parenlSj not to tamper with heia 



ears. This admonition, coming- from so 



high an aiilhority, put an end to all further 
attempts to obtain relief. 



When she had, howcTcr, attained h 
seventeenth year^ she was repeatedly im- 
portuned by her friends, to place hersejf 
under the care of a celebrated Aurisl, w 
pronounced her case to be a closure of ( 
eustachian tube, but whose endeavom-s t 
remove the s/rpposed causey complele!| 
failed. After a re^idar attendance of th 
months, without deriving; the least benefi 
and after having heard the Aurist pro 
nounce her Case hopeless, she diaconlinu* 
her visits as a patient. 
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On the minutest examiuation, I could 
not discover any thing' that indicated orga~ 
nic disease, nor did the symptoms of which 
the patient complained, at alt vary from 
those feelings, common in cases of nervous 
deafness. She could tnfiate the tympanum 
of both ^arsj but she could not hear ray 
wutch tick, unless it was placed close to her 
ears, both of which seemed e^fnally affected. 
She could hear only loud and distinct 
speakiiig^. The external auditory canal 
was white and dry^ the ears pale^ and fiat- 
tentd. Her general health was pretty 
"ood, her temper amiable, and her coun- 
nance placid. There was none of that 
ness of the peculiar to those who 
bour under deafness. As 1 was of opi- 
ion that Ihe malady was not hopeless, and 
hat a cure was possible, I ventured to un- 
ertake the case ; but under a positive en- 
gagement, that my treatment should neiUier 
be unpleasant nor injurious^ and that if, 
Iter one montii's trial, the patient derived 
o beaefit, the remedy should be discon- 
inued. < >u > j> < • 



2T6 



I comiDenced the electric applications, 
in the month of September, 1817, as an ex- 
citant of the whole nervous sjstetn, and aa a 
local stimulus. Insulation, and then the cur- 
rent were used for several dajs, with lillJe 
benefit. Finding' the torpor very great, I 
increased the pon er, and the advantag-e wai 
soon manifest. The patient, shortly after- 
wards said, that she heard better — a few 
applications more, produced a keaithy ce- 
rumenoxts secretion, in the right ear Jirsty 
and soon afterwards in the left. At the 
end of a fortnight, her friend observed, 
that her bearing- was considerabli/ ^f/<«f^^ 
her spirits greatly exhilerated, and she 
seemed to be much pleased with the 
joyment of domestic conversation. S 
was so happy in her improved conditio 
that 9he declared^ she could not be too 
grateful for the unexpected relief she had 
experienced- 
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!■ As I proceeded with the various modes 
of operation, the amendment was progre*^ 
isive. She became more sensibly alive to 
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jvery noise near or remote. She could 
lear my watch distinctly tick, at the dis- 
ince of three inches from each ear. The 
\andle placed on the lower teeth, conveyed 
the sound to ihe sensorium ; and the fol- 
lowing^ fact, related by her friend, fully 
proved her increased capability. One 
eveninf?, when she was in the attic of a 
house in tuston Square, she expressed her 
^■urprise on hearing an organ. She couid 
BK>rDi no ideu from whence the sound pro- 
ceeded, but on looking* out of the wiudow, 
^alie saw the itinerant musician playing* the 
^^nstrumeiU, which tlms delighted her. — 
After about five weeks attendance, this 
voung lady, having' finished her education, 
left London to return to her family. As I 
took a very particular interest in her wel- 
fare, I urged lier friends to persevere in the 
employment of Electricity, and instructed 
ber father, who is a gentleman of science, 
in its proper modes of application. 1 have 
since had the gratitiealiou of hearing from 
time to time, that though the means re- 
, commended, bad not been regularly and 
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jperseveringltf employed^ yet that she conti- 
nued to impro-ve in her hearing. 

CASE 37.— Dr. S— , M. D. Berkle 
Street, called on me to ask, whether 
thought Galvanism would be useful to him 
1 felt rather surprised at his extreme soli' 
citude to recover his hearing, at his ve" 
advanced age, of more than 90, His deaP 
nesa had been then of more than twenl 
years standing, fie had consulted man' 
of his Medical brethren, many emincn 
Surgeons, and some of the most respectabi ' 
Aurists, both in England and Ireland, wh 
all pronounced his case nervous deafness 
and the disorder incurable. They advise 
oily and stimulating applications, whic 
were tried, but without being producti 
of any advantage. ! was decidedly aver 
to the employment of Galvanism in h' 
case, but he persisted in his desire to t 
the experiment. In two minutes, he w 
convinced that the remedy was not calcu 
lated to benefit him. [ then urged him t 
try Electricity, to w hich he at first objected 



having he said, tried thai before, to no pur- 
po§e — hut he however consented to make 
other trial. 

At llie time he commenced the appll- 
ation, he was so extremely deaf, that I 
as obliged to hollow in his ears, to be 
eard, hut at the end of a fortnig-hl, he 
uld disllnctlif hear me speak when near 
m, in my usual tone of voice. As [ now 
onceived he had attained to the/«// extent 
f his capability, and that I could not go 
yond a certain point of improvement, 
where the infirmities of old a^e could not 
ibe combated, 1 felt fiiliy aalistied wiih the 
melioration of his condition. I saw him 
me time aftersvards nearly in the same 
Btate, as when he took leave of me as & 
patient, and have since heard of him from 
Pr. L — , who expressed himself much sa- 
tisfied that I had httn of so great use to 
Dr. S.) his father-indaw. 



Many of the preceding, as well as 



succeeding cases, occurred during my r 
sidence at Southampton. As this circu 
stance requireiS liftle explanation, and no 
apology, I stiall only observe, that they 
form a class of" interesting- and authent; 
cases, the history of which having bee 
registered daily, supplied rae with t' 
most unexceptionable materials, for distinct 
and satisfactory statemenla. The patients 
were composed of a description of person 
who, having- derived great benefit in the 
several disorders from my f^raluitims pra 
tice, had perhaps less of that delicacy a 
reserve in the publication of their name*, 
than others might have had, placed !□ 
different circumstances- In truth, it w 
for the information of the afflicted, th 
the patients themselves expressed a desi 
that their cases should be made known. 

Neither the short lapse of time, n 
the distance of place, can afTect the cred 
of their testimony, or diminish the merit 
their cures. Many (if not all) of them a 
still liviiig', and Southampton is nearly 



ccessible to enquiry for residents in Lon- 
oii, as Southwark. I never did, nor ever 
ill, publish llie name of any patient, but 
ith the sanction^ and at the request of 
le parties themselves. To act otherwise 
owever interesting' tlie case» 1 have always 
held to be a breack of conjidence, uaworthy 
fan hoaoiirable mind. 

T hate made these few observations to 
byiate those interested cavils and absurd 
oubts, which envy will be sure to insinn- 
le, and ignorance to muster — and to assure 
he candid reader, that on the truth of 
hese cases, 1 can safely rest my reputatiou. 
f there be practitioners who have no 
great share, either of practice or of con- 
ience — they may have leisure for the fa- 
ricatton of fictitious cases ; but 1 bave too 
uch of the former to find time for such 
ployment. and 1 trust enough of the 
tier, to keep me from slooping^ to so dis- 
graceful an artifice. But enough ; — to 
defend myself hefore I am attacked, would 
he a work of supererogation. 



DISORDJSRS OF CHRONIC 
INFLAMMATION. 



GOUT. 



That Gout is more frequently acciden 
tal tlmn htrtdiiary, is, 1 think, proved b 
facts. That it is a severe, but certai 
cure, for some disorders in the vital organ 
may in a limited sense, be admitted. U t 
indeed often, an effort of nature to thro 
off some offending cause from the stf$te 
Th\» opinion will scarcely be questione 
when we advert lo the kind of persons who 
are g'enerally tlie suhject» of this diseaaeu^ 
The temperate and the laborious, are sel^^ 
dom liable to gouty affections, ^hile those 
who fare sumptuously, who repose in eai 
and riot in luxury^ are, by the vei'y lum 
animal nature, punished for their excesses. 
In the various maladiea incident to ma 
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re may not only trace our constitutional 
of acquired temperarnenls, but almost our 
virtues and vices. There are, indeed, cases, 
in which the occurrence of gout la to be 
attributed more to misforiitne than to mis- 
^e</ndt4Ct — a few of which will be noticed. 

It ought to be observed, that in the 
Hbcu/e/y inflammatory stages of the gout, 
Helectricul excitement is not benetici<illy ap- 
i^>Iicable, nor is it a remedy, which in any 
case of this disorder, should be employed 
without caution. Medical means, must 
first be resorted to, and after the acute 
isiage has subsided, the electric influeuce 
ecomes a valuable auxiliary to restore the 
tone of the contracted muscles, and to tm- 
art a vigour to the enfeebled limb. Elec- 
icity is also found to be a pouerful re- 
ellanl of this ailment from the vital, to 
he external parts. But though, these 
esults hare uniformly occurred in my 
ractice, yet after all, 1 would much rather, 
recommend the Air-Pump Vapour-Batb, 
■ for the cure of Gout, as I conceive it to be 
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a more efficient remedy than any othe 
with which we are acquainted for this di 
order. In the appHcation of that appa 
tus, ! have not met with one single instan 
in which 1 have not succeeded, either i 
affording immediate and permanent ben 
fit, or in bringing on a regular aBdJ'avou 
able paroxism of the disorder — which 
itself, often of the greatest benefit. • 

CASE 38. —Mrs. Herbert, School-mi 
tress, Soutliamplon, about thirty-six yea 
of age, had been an invalid for some yea" 
from a bilious deraDg:e[neDt, which produ- 
ced gouty spasms in the slomach and head^ 
with artections of the disorder in the extre 
milies, but which had never terminated ii 
a regular paroxysm of Gout. She state* 
that she had never from her childhooc 



• See my Obacrvntious on the Propertira of the AU 
Pump VBtHilll--Bath, in Ihe Curt of Gput^ Sec, willl 
gional Observations on the efficiicy of Galvanism, m Sfc 
mach, Liv^r, and Bowel Cainplai nta. Second Edition 
Sold by Higliley and Son, Fle«t Street, and may be hitd 
oUier Booksellers. 
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enjoyed good health, but that during the 
last two years, her sufferings had in- 
creased in an alarming degree. Having, 
however, abandoned all hopes of a cure 
for her complicated maladies, she neither 
sought nor obtained further medical aiJ, 
She appeared to be of a very delicate con- 
stitution, pale complexion, her tongue was 
"oul, and her pulae quick, feeble, and irre- 
ilar. She described her pains to be ex- 
eme in the smaller joints, with alternate 
nd Sudden transitions of acute feeling 
om the stomach to Ihe head, attended 
ith giddiness, Stc. — Her sight had become 
xceedingly defective, her strength en- 
ebled, and her spirits greatly depressed, 
deed, all tlie symptoms which characte- 
'se atonic and misplaced gout, were expe- 
ienced by this palient. 



On the 1st of August, she placed her- 
If under my care, and after a fortnight, 
e varied employment of Electricity, af- 
rded her singular relief. Her siglit was 
fully restored, that she was able to lay 
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aside tlie spectacles she had worn for year 
and after a course of operations, continued 
at intervals for three months, she was rtt^ 
stored lo such a state of heaUh and strength, 
as she had never before enjoyed. It is rei?. 
markabk, that during the progress of hi 
amendmeiitT and while under the operatio: 
she was always instanlljf reUeved froi 
gouty pains, however acute they might' 
have been at the comnienceiuent. The. 
medicines I had recourse lo for the purpoi 
of facililatiiig her recovery, were the niir 
est aperients, which under the electrical 
influence, fully excited the action of t 
liver and hotceh. 



i 
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CASE 2.— Mrs. Jane Bulbeck, Col 
Harhour, near the Spa, was recommend 
to me by Br. H — . This patient was about 
sixt)' years of age, tall and thin, of a sallow 
complexion, exceedingly feeble, and irri- 
table. She had been severely aifected with 
atonic and misplaced gout for some yeara, 
but more particularly so, williiii the lasi 
five months. The complaint atfected the 



bead, hands, feet, and occasionally the 
shoulders and knees. She commenced a 
course of electrical operations^ on the 10th 
of July, 1S16. Thia was continued for 
several days, but without fully removing 
her paiue. Finding that a cure, without a 
arosysm was improbahle, I proposed to 
X the jrout in one of the exlreniitiea. She 
onsented to make the experiment, and the 
ft hand, because the least useful, was de- 
rmined upouj to be the part chosen for 
hat purpose. On the 31st of July, she 
ailed on me, and eshibited the success 
hich had attended the electric irritaliott 
that hand, A regular parosyam of 
ut, aided by medicines, had by that time, 
terminated her wandering pains, and she 
was rapidly recovering from her disorder. 

B- CASE 3.— Mr. Joseph Marsdeo, Bridge 
^Street, Southampton, was recommended to 
me by Dr. H, — He stated, that he was fifty- 
I^Mx years old, and that he bad enjoyed to- 
lerable health lIU within the last fiveyeai-s — 
lat he had from time to time had several 



severe attacks of gout, which had confine 
him to bed fof many weeks on each occa 
Bion ; but, that the last paroxysm whic 
look place about six months before, ha 
been much more severe than any precedin 
one^ and that he then laboured under i 
effects. The knees and ancles, as well 
the small joints, had become exceeding-! 
rigid. He felt an extreme debility an 
tremor on muscular motion. The iudu 
rated parts felt exceedingly cold, and 
obtuse pain affected all the joints. Th* 
patient was of a plethoric habit, and h 
been very judiciously treated by Dr. H 
under whose care he had placed himsel 
for a considerable time. 

On the 3d of July, 1816, he received; 
the first electrical application, which he 
said atforded him great relief. The circu- 
lation was restored in the affected part 
and on the subsequent operation, a gener 
glow was produced. The rigidity was re 
moved, the swelling* reduced, muscula 
power regained, and the trembling ha 
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uhsided. After a course of irreg^ular at- 
ndances, he was discharged on the 27th 
September, having experienced much 
more benefit than he had expected, and as 
much aa he sought to obtain. 



CASE 4.— Mr. Richard Moore, fifty- 
seven years of age, was also sent to me by 
r. H. — His case was somewhat similar to 
ihe last one — he also complained of great 
eakness, sweUing*s, rigidity, and coldness 
both feet, which had then hefen the seat 
gouty suflL'riiig^s for ten months past, 
he muscles of the right hand had also 
ecome so much contracted, that he could 
ot close it. The beneficial results pro- 
uced, were as great as in the former cases. 



Though I have met with great success 
in the relief and cure of regular and iiTe- 
ilar gout, yet I must acknowledge, that 
have been frequently disappointed, in 
ifTording permanent benefit. The Galvanic 
reaiment has often ejected a cure-, when 
ilectricily had failed. The employment 
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of the former remedy, to the dige$Hve 
organs, has in numerous cases, not only 
prevented the recurrence of the malady, 
but restored the patient to general health, 
and to the full and vigorou* use bis 
corporeal, and sensorial powers. On this 
important subject, much will be said under 
the heads of Galvanism and Gout. The 
report and statement of cases, will, there 
I am sure, fully establish the efiScacy of a 
remedy, which iairly promises to be more 
useful to mankind, than any other that ha$ 
ever bew introduced into medical practice. 



RHJEUMATISM- 



Most medical writers agree in admit- 
ting Electricity to be an useful remedy in 
chronic rheumatism. In the acute stages 
of this disease, where inflammatory action 
exists, and where depletion is clearly indi- 
cated, this agent being- a stimulus, cannot 
e beneficial. The former is one of the 
tnost frequent disorders of this country, 
and often produced by clieclced perspira- 
tion, or by wrong medical treatment, where 
here is a constitutional predisposition. 



Rheumatism is almost an inheritance 
entailed on the natives of this country by 
our variable climate. Imprudent expo- 
"ures to cold, by closing the pores of the 
kin, induces this affection in the larger 
"Oints, and though not immediately attended 
with danger, yet it will nevertheless gra- 
dually sap the foundation of health, destroy 
activity, and produce decrepitude. In every 



period of human life — Gvenin infancy, this 
disorder lias been found to exist, and there 
fore, is too well known, to need particu! 
description. As it ia necessary to distin 
guish between Oout^ and Rheumatic paim 
that distinction will be sufficiently marke 
in tbe annexed cases. Rheumatic affe ^ 
tions, however, have often been suppose 
to be primary diseases, where tbe cau" 
existed not in tbe joints and muscles, b 
in visceral disorder, produced by a diminu 
tion of vital energy. In the treatment, fo' 
the cure of chronic rheumatism, the ni 
eminent practitioners, have been directlr 
opposed to each other ; but as most of the 
concur in pronouncing' Electricity a suit 
ble remedy; and as the public also, a 
fully aware of its utility in this complaint^ 
I shall only give a brief statement of a fe ' 
cases, to point out the peculiar efficacy o 
the electric stimulus, in its cure. The firs 
two cases I stale from recollection, but as 
the* cures, and the. circumstances whic 
attended them, were somewhat remarkable^ 
they are strongly impressed on my memory. 



CASE 3, — In the summer of 1S03, 
respectaUle farmer of Tre-barrovv, near 
aunceston, brought his daughter to me 
or my advice. She was about twenty 
ears of agCj considerably emaciated, and 
as so much crippled, that she Was only 
ble to stand on crutches, and could not 
walk at all without assistance. She had 
been in this state for more than twelve 
months, during which she had not been 
ble to He on bed without aggravating^ the 
treme pains which she constantly suffered 
n all the joints. She therefore generally 
t up at nights by the fire aide, and took 
hat repose she could catch in broken in- 
vals, when nature was wearied out by 
iflTering. In this case, I anticipated no 
vourable result, and immediately com- 
unicated that opinion to her father. They 
ere, however, extremely anxious to make 
trial, and fixed on the Monday following, 
commence a course of Eleclricity- The 
tieut being apprehensive of severe pain 
om the operation, I administered to her 
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tbe electric vibrations, which instantly d* 
pelled all her fears on thai head. 

This young- woman, had before thik 
time, had advice from the most eminei 
medical men, in the counties of Devc 
and Cornwall. All the means, howevt 
they liad tried, failed to affurd herthe les 
benefit, excepting ihe aperient medicim 
which kept her bowels free from constipa 
tion. But her appetite was lost, her spirit 
gunk into great depression, and her mind 
in a state of stupor, from want of 
When she Tisited me again on the Mondajl 
her father assured me, that he had neve 
seen so great a change in his daughtc 
aB he had donei since the short trial 
Electricity on the Saturday precedioj 
She confirmed bis assertion, and said, ths 
she had been ever since free from paii 
bavin g si ep t well the whole of tli 
nigfht, and awoke in. the morning-, fre 
from paitif and much refreshed — found 
increase of strength — could walk with ot 
crutch only, a distance of about two hui 
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dreJ yards — her toDgue was improved, and 
[lier bowels lax. Ou VVedaesday she walked 
(.to my liouse without a stick, assisted only 
tby a female friend. Ou 'J'bursday, alone 
t>ritli a slick onl^^ when she reported ber- 
alf mucii better iu every respect. On 
'"riday* she was enabled to walk up a hill 
[almost a mile long, and was on her legs, 
the greater part of the rfay. IJer father 
lad taken lodgings for her in the neigh- 
jourhood, for the convenience of being 
lear my residence, and ou the Saturday, 
both of them took their departure home. 
.Thus, after one week's course of Electri- 
'City, this severe sufferer was restored, to 
perfect health, and to tbe/«//and vigorous 
use of her limbs. This case, from its suc- 
cessful termination, made considerable 
noise in ttiat part of the county, and 
brought tne a crowd of rheumatic invalids 
from the surrounding' districts — a circum- 
stance whicli afforded me the ad vantage 
I then sought to obtain from my laboura — 
Xhe satisfaction of being useful to the 
afflicted. 
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IP* CASE 6. — During my residence itn 
Wales, in the Autumn of 1811, Mrs. H— J 
a respectable lad}', sister to an eminend 
medical practitioner in London, and tha 
motUer of a large family, resided near meij 
Though she was a stranger to me, 1 knem 
that she was labouring under a severe] 
attack of rheumatism, which had confined] 
her to her house for six weeks. She had] 
been daily and regularly attended by u 
Surgeon Apothecary, from whose mediJ 
cijies she derived no aort of benefit. Om 
hearing of her serious indisposition, an(U 
being anxious she should try Electricity, H 
sent my com pi i men la, and offered her myj 
friendly aid. She knew by report that Ij 
had been successful in the cure of thin 
complaint, in the eases of several pooM 
persons who had been sent to me hy tha 
medical men^ from the Swansea DispeaJ 
sary, to which I afforded my gratuitous 
services. From this knowledge of my pracJ 
tice, she consented to make the trial. When 
I waited on her, I found her silting befor 
a large fire, in a room intensely hot. 



was placed in an arm chsiir, with her lower 
extremities wrapped round in four large 
blankets, and her feet resting- on a stool di- 
recLlj before the fire. She was very pale, 
much depressed, and unable to viove at all 
without assistance; She had been in this 
state nearly six weeks, and her complaints 
TTere — violent pains in her hips, thighs, 
legB, and feet, with a feeling of deadly 
coldness. She said she was also perfectly 
helpless, and could not move her limbs 
' Lhout the aid of her servants, who carried 
r up and down stairs. 

We moved her in the chair to the 
ble where the machine stood, and 1 cora- 
enced the eleclrical application with a 
rong power, without producing any sen- 
ble effect. I went on increasing the 
power to as great a degree as 1 safely could, 
and after five minutes, she said she felt 
something running down her legs — then a 
ight degree of tingling— then a glow, and 
en increased heat. In a moment after 
e exclaimed, ' I feel pain,' ' That in- 
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slant I diminished the strength of the sti- 
mulus, and proceeded a few minutes longer^l 
when she aaid she felt herself very hot. I 
requested her to wait a lUtle hefore I rs^M 
newed the operation. My attention waB 
iheu attracted to some eurious ornamentH 
on the chimney mantle piece, which, wh' 
I was examining, a sudden moventent b 
hind nie made me turn round, when to m 
surprise, 1 found the lady herself walkiii 
up aud down the room. She was id 
glow of heat — her limbs were perfectly fr 
from pain, and as capable of motion 
ever. This sudden relief, as may well 
supposed, surprised her servants. 



I immediately directed that she mij 
go to bedr and told her not to be discou 
aged^ should she experience a relapse. Sh 
walked up stairs uuai^sisted, which she ha 
not done for six weeks before. On the fo 
lowing day, she required my aid ai^i 
aud after Jive more applications of Elect... 
city, she was perfectly and permanent' 
cured of eveiy sympiom of chronic rheil 



inatism. This lady, in about eight months 
afterwards^ left the Principality, for Devon- 
"hire. 

The multiplicity of rheumatic patients, 
of whose successful cases I have kept a, re- 
gister, render it difBcult to select with ad- 
vantage, for the informatiou of the reader. 
To afford room, therefore, for greater va- 
■riety of cases, I shalj curtail the following-, 
by giving only the bare facta, as transcrihed 
from my meipQoraadum book. 

f 

CASE 7.— Mrs. Joan Duncan, Chapel 
Street, Southampton, recommended by Dr. 
M— ) aged thirty-five, had been dyspeptic 
and hysterical, about fourteen weeks — 
complained of Tiolent rbeutnatic pains in 
the shoulder and knees — pulse quick, and 
bowels irregular. After the first appUca- 
lioD, on the 2d July, 1816* considerably 
better — amendment progressive. Dismiss- 
ed perfectly cured, on the 10th of the same 
-month. 
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CASE 8.— Mrs- Wake, Queen Street,! 
Southampton, aged seventy-six, generalj 
health bad till within the last four years- 
attiicked with rheumatii: pains in botbl 
shoulders, with numbness aud stifFues 
her complexion sallow — perspiration ob- 
structed — bowels free. tJommenced the^ 
electric course, August the 1st. 1816— afterj 
the sixth apphcation, she said she was fre 
fi'om pain— eighth, the weakness still re-J 
inained, but the stiffness was removed. 
On the 5th of October, she reported hersel: 
perfectly free from any ailment, havini 
from only occasional attendances, derivec 
a full and permanent cure, without the aidj 
of any other medicine, than the mildest 
aperients. 



CASE 9 — James Trimboy, labourer, 
Chapel Street, recommended by Messrs^ 
Randal and Son, Chymists, Southampton 
aixly-seven years of age. He stated, tba 
he had from the hardships of life, and con- 
stant exposure to cold and wet, lost hiB 
lieallh for some years. He had suffered 
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snuch from rheumatic pains for a fortnight 

past— had been attended by Mr. K , 

Surg-eon, who had tried various means 
irithout affording' him any relief— the left 
shoulder, and the right hip, were most 
affected, with a constant gnawing- pain 
which unfitted him for labour, and deprived 
bim of the means of procuring a liveliboot]. 

On the 22d of August. 1816. he re- 
eiTed the first application— on the 23d, he 
elt less pain — on the 30th, was considera- 
ly relieved iu the shoulder — no remaining 
tiffness except in the thigh— pain conti- 
nues, especially when in ^»e(^— September 
the llthi reported himself quite free from 
the disease, both in the hip and thigh, I 
«aw him in December, and he had no return 
..hatever of bis complaint, though he was 
frequently exposed to keavi/ rain, and hard 
labour in the fields. 

» CASE 10.— Mrs. Sarah Cole, Taylor's 
Brewhouse Yard, recommended by Mr. 
Moody, Brewer, Southampton. She was 
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sTiOTt, stout, and bad reached the Tery ad 
vanced age of 89 years. This patient said* 
she had never before been ill in her life 
though she had been a hard workiii 
woman, and had lived as cook in man 
respectable families. About six week 
before this time, she had experienced tb 
first attack of rheumatic pains, dying* abo~ 
in all her large joints. She complain 
most of an acute pain from the nape 
the neck to the elbow, particularly in th 
Jeft shoulder- blade, which had so muc 
distracted her, that she declared she had! 
not closed ber eyes for eight nights past 
She had a great dread of medicines, b 
encouraged by her friend's success in CaL 
5, she was prevailed on to seek my aid, 

She was under great suffering; at th 
time I commenced the electric application 
' — her tongue and pulse indicated irritabi- 
lity — her skin was bard, parched, and dry, 
and she declared, that her stomach and 
bowels ivere much out of order. The fir 
operation was very mild, and took place 



on the 10th of August. Her relief on 
that occasion was great, for she soon ex- 
claimed that the pain was gone. On the 
13Lh, she called to say, she felt a little 
return of pain — the relief then again was 
instantaneous. On the IGth, she reported, 
she was free from pain, and her stomach 
and bowels more comfortable. On the 
17th, no return of the disorder — on each 
day, the application of Electricity for three 
minutes, produced a comfortable glow 
throughout the whole frame, and by that 
time refreshing sleep followed. On the 
18th, she experienced a slight return of 
pain for two hours during the night— per- 
spiration being still somewhat obstructed. 
On the 19th, after the fifth application, 
which took up about three minutes,, she 
said that she was quite hot, and in a pro- 
fuse perspiration. On the 20th, the ex- 
citement was repeated, with similarly good 
efliects, when she declared, that she was 
quite restored to her usually sound health, 
a«d free from any ailment whatever. This 
grateful old woman called on me in De- 



cember, before I left Southampton, to thanfc 
rae for my assistance, again asserting, that 
she never was better in ber Hfe, than at 
that moment. ' 

Mercurial Rheumatism. 

Some cases of Mercurial Rheumatism 
have occurred in my practice, most of 
which have been cured. 

■ ' 

t 

CASE 11. — John Jenkins, Sergeantin 
the 98th regiment, about thirty-eight years 
of age, was recommended to me by Mr. 
K— — , Surgeon, Soutbamploo- He com 
plained of most distressing rheumatic afle 
tions, from the shoulder blade to the ban 
and on the shin bone, together with pain 
ful feelings about all the joints. Whi! 
on military service, be had been twie 
subjected to a course of mercurials. 



He commenced the electrical ope 
tion& on the 25th of September, 1816. O 



at occasion a glow was pvoduced, of 
liicli the diseased parts partook with ex- 
uisite sensibility. I had been apprehen- 
siTG that the bones might have become 
carious ; but on the 27th, when I repeated 
uie appHcation, my duubts on that head 
were happily removed. On the 2d of 
pPctober, he veported himself to be in less 
pain in the arm and leg, and I continued 
to repeat the operations on the 7th, 11th, 
id 12th of the month, when, from the 
ppearauce of recoTery, 1 desisted. I saw 
im again in a fortnight, when be said^ he 
as quite well, and in a few weeks after- 
ards, he repeated bis visit to assure me, 
at he had not then had any recurrence of 
e disease. 

Inflammation of the Periosteum. 

CASE 12 —Mr. F. about twenty years 
f age, of a spare habit, delicate conatitu- 
"on, and much emaciated, was recom- 
ended to me by Mr. G — , Chymist, New 
oad. The patient came attended by his 
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father, who informed me, that about a 
year before, this youth had declined in 
health, and that several respectable prac 
tionera, besides a great medical authorit 
had pronounced him consumptive. He 
had been eent to a watering place, and 
under the best medical advice, he had 
from time to time had recourse to vai'ious 
means for recovery, but* without success. 
After very minute enquiries, Ijudged his 
Case, to be an inflammatory affection of 
the membrane which covers the bones, 
and thought that Electricity might relieve 
him. The patient described the pains be 
felt as being particularly acute, and con- 
fined to a small space about the middle of 
both arms, between the shoulder and elbow, 
and the shin bones of both legs. The 
tongue and pulse indicated great irritatior 
— appetite bad — digestion worse — sleep dis- 
turbed—spirits depressed — gi-eat debiliq?. 
and general emaciation. 



very 



The first application of Electricity was 
mild, and for a few moments, pro^ 
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[duced exquisite sensibility. The secoud> 
great glow io the parts affected. The 
lird, freedom from pain. On the sue- 
:eedin^ day the paina greatly increased, 
)at on the fourth application, he was again 
relieved. I now changed my mode of ope- 
ration, and had recourse to insulation with 
riclion, which were attended with the 
lost beneficial results. On the sixth ap- 
jlication, he was altogether free fronj 



lain. 
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From this time 1 did not see him 
again for three months, when he called to 
ssure me, that he was not only perfectly 
relieved, from his painful malady, but he 
had also completely recovered his health 
and strength, from some simple means 
hich 1 had recomiuended. About six 
months aflerwarcls, I chanced to meet him, 
when, but for his addressing me, I should 
not have known him, from hia very im- 
proved appearance. 



This recovery, was as singular, as any 
case 1 have ever met with. 1 have had one 
case of this species of rheumalism, in 
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which tlie electric stimulus had a differe 
termination. The patient was about G 
years of age, had gone twice to India, am 
in both voyages, had been attacked wit 
bilious fever, for the cure of which> mer. 
cury had been profusely administered 
This course of treatment, eventually pr 
ducect inflammation of the periosteum, 
from which he had sutfered severely f< 
twenty years, notwithstanding every remedy 
had been tried to procure him an allevia- 
tion of the tortures which he endured. He 
was anxious to try Electricity, although I 
thought it would produce no benefit. The 
mildest appHcalions only aggravated his 
sufferings — the disease was incurable. Se- 
veral eminent Surgeons had suspected thai 
a carits of the bones had taken place, an 
the electrical stimulus confirmed the truth 
of that conjecture, 
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iMmbago. 

In my practice, 1 have frequently found, 
umbag^o combined with other rheumatic 
flections ; but I have ouly met with two 
Dstances in which this complaint was 
olely confined to the loins, and in boih 
ese cases, the patients were cured by 
lectricity. This disorder has often been 
istaken for the pains arising from affec- 
ous of the liver, and in such cases ElfiC- 
'city is not a suitable remedy till the prt- 
ary disease be relieved. 

Sciatica. 

This is a most painful variety of rheu- 
atism, of frequent occurrence in bilious 
d dyspeptic habits, and not easily cured. 

CASE 13.— William Sawyer, a middle 
ed labouring man, who had been relieved 
om a severe Sciatica some time before, 
y Mr. C— , Surgeon of Romsey ; but some 
eeks afterwards was siezed with a more 



acute affection of the same kind than eve. 
The pain was so extreme from the spine to 
the knee, and inside the Lbigh, that he 
entered my room completely hent down ; 
and though he had made shift to walk a 
distance of eight miles that morning, in 
order to obtain relief, yet he could not sloop 
to sit on a chair. 



On the 23d of August, 1816, I com 
meiiced the operations, and passed the 
electric current along the course of the 
scbtic nerve for a few minutes, when he 
experienced so much immediate reUef, that 
he was not only enabled to stand erect, 
but to walk home with ease. After the 
second operation, he was considerably 
better, and on the following- day, said 
had not had any return of the pain. A 
repeating Electricity in different forms on 
the 2Glh and 28th of August, lie reported 
himself to be quite well, On the 30th, he 
was dismissed cured ; and three man 
afterwards, he called on me to express h 
gratitude for his perfect recovery. 
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CASE 14.— Mr. G— , Butcher, South- 
ampton Market, about sixty years of age, 
severely afflicted with the same com- 
plaint for some months. I adopted io his 
case a treatment similar to the Ia9t» from 
Inhe 16th to the 27th of September, when 
he also was perfectly and permanently 
cured of the disease. 



tCASE 15. — Alexander Wood, day la- 
mrer, about fifty-five years of age, was 
commended by Mr. Randal, Chymiat, 
Southampton^ This patient stated, that 
lis first attack of rheumatism, was occasi- 
med by his sleeping on the ground while 
foreign service, thirty years agOy as a 
krivale soldier : that his complaint termi- 
lated in sciatica and lameness, of which 
le had neotr gotten the better. He had 
iceived the aid of Army surgeons, and 
>ntinental praclilioDers to no purpose, 
tnd was afterwards discharged from hia 
jgiment- During the long period of his 
^tltiction, his thigh had become wasted, 
id be had not only suffered much from. 



pain, but from coldness and rigidity In th 
muacles. All these distressing symptom 
were not only relieved, butperfectly cur 
in the course of eight operations. Th' 
happened in August, 1816, and four mont 
afterrvards, the patient called on me 
say, the cure had been complete, and 
make hisgrateful acknowledgments. Ho 
ever extraordinary this case may appear 
from the durution, and from the confirme 
and inveterate symptoms of the malad^ 
Mr. K. an eminent Surgeon, who witness 
operations, can attest the cure. 

The cases of Sciatica which had 
sisted the electrical remedies, were those 
in which the disease was occasioned 
visceral obstruction, not having been pr 
vionsly relieved ; and where a wrong trea 
ment, had rendered a cure hopeless, 
ought here to observe, that the Aik-pum 
Vapouh-Bath, after the application of I' 
galvanic excitement, when the malad 
arises from indigestion, bilious obstructio 
and costiveness, has been found more efli 
caciouB than Electricity. 



■fJACHETIC AND SCROPHULOUS 
DISEASES. 



(1 tnti 



This class qf maladies has been cha- 
cterised by an emaciation of the body, 
ithout any febrile or nervous affections. 
But lliia definilion is only in part correct^ 
for a diaord ered state of the d i gestive 
rg-ans m\l not only affect the nervous 
stem, but will frequently produce defec- 
ive nutrition, and vitiation of all the cir- 
ulating Jluids of the human body. Elec- 
icily is particularly beneficial in a fevv 
isorders of this class, but Galvanism, aud 
'e Air-pump Vapour-Bath, are of much 
ore essential use, and exteiisiTe applica- 
ility. ,j 

14 



354 



Jaundice* 

'In those cases where g:aU-stones are 
lodg-ed in the cystic duct, when it is ia 
Btate of cnustriction, Electricity has bee 
both recommended and employed, by th 
faculty with advantage. I have also use 
it with success in a few instances, but no 
with lhat permanent benefit to fiepal' 
patients, m Galvanism, which has not onl 
removed the obstruction, but prevented th 
formation of biliary calculi. 

T>rQpsy, 

I have had but one case of Dropsy 
the cellular membrane, and in that, I ha 
employed Electricity with advantage. 

CASE 1. — A middle aged femal 
who had for years suffered, from a disc 
dered state of the digestive organs, whic 
produced dL periodical irregularity, becam 
at last dropsical. When she first consult 
me, I directed my attention' to the state 
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the prima met, and by the aid of medi- 
cines, her stomach and bowels were first 
[relieved. I thea electriBed lier, which re- 
moTed the obstruction, and in a few weeks 
afterwards, she wa& perfectly cured of the 
'ropsical affection^ which had been chiefly 
onfined to the lower extremities. i| 

'a 

Disorders peculiar to Females, 
Obstructions, Sfc. 

In the delicate and painful diseases of 
emales, many cases have occurred in my 
ractice. In these complaints, I have uni- 
rmly succeeded, either in procuring par- 
al or complete relitf^ except in thret 
ases. Mr. S. Birch, an eminent Electri- 
*an, who has written attescellent pamph- 
t on this subject, has clearly pointed out 
ose cases in which Electricity is appli- 
ble, and has also supplied abundant 
oofs of its efficacy. These critical and 
riodical ailments,, may be divided into 
ree distinct beads— i££<£»tE<7n, Interrup- 
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rapid increase of her disorder. In th 
first instance, the fermentation of her st 
mach, was corrected by alkalines, and th 
action of the bowels restored by aperieiiLa 
which occasioned her to void a quantity _ 
worms; and then (he employment of Ele 
tricity, both as a constitutional and loc 
remedy, effected the cure. This lady no 
resides in town, and 1 am authorised 
say, that tboug-h she has not enjoyed th 
best state of health, she has never sin 
had occasion to complain of obati-uctioii- 

CASE 3 — Sarah Harvey, of A» 
Saint's Place, about nineteen years of agej 
was recommended to me by Dr. II.- — ' 
This poor girl, had ever since the age of 
fourteen, suffered severely from the most 
painful symptoms attendant on chiorosis^ 
The digestive organs had been constantly in 
a deranged state — the respiration disorder- 
ed, and giddiness of the head existed, with 
a perpetual sensation of heaviness. Her 
extremities were always cold — the spirits 
depressed, and she was subject also to 
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severe hysterical fits. Lipon the whole, she 
m^as much emaciated, and of course in a 
a state of great general debility. Indeed 
lier condition was such, as led her friends 
jto suppose that she was far advanced in a 
!ecline. She was much above the ordi- 
lary height — the chest very narrow — the 
le cheeks displayed a hectic flush, and her 
loUow cough, indicated ir.cipient pfiihisis. 
r'rom Dr. H. she had received every atten- 
(ion, butall the ordinary means had proved 
insuccessful. ^ 



I prescribed for her mild aperients, 
snd on the 2d of August, 1816, 1 employ- 
Electricity for the first time. This, in 
the space of two minutesj produced great 
irrilalion about the pelvis, and brought on 
profuse perspiration. On the 5lh, the 
jperation was repeated, when, in addition 
to the eflfecta just mentioned, it occasioned 
considerable movement in the affected 
|org-««- On the 6Lh, after the third appli- 
:ation, she reported that the severe pains 
had so loojr suffered in the small of 
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the back, and the loins, had been quite re 
lieved. On the 13th^ she continued recoS 
vering, when I varied the operations witlH 
80 much effect, that after a few occasional 
altendanceSf she was almost complete!" 
cured. Her general health too, Tras 
much improved, that her friends w 
quite Burprisedat the advantageous chan 
in her appearance. But to effect the fi 
re-estab]isbment of her health, I occasio 
ally administered Electricity to her for 
few weeks longer, when nature became 
invigorated, as no longer to require the 
neficial aid of that salutary excitant. 



CASE 4.— Miss M— , Southarapto 
about nineteen years of age, inconsequen 
of a nervous disorder, had for some ye' 
past been subject to great irregularit 
which at la.st terminated in a total obslru 
tion. Her general health was much i 
paired, and her delicate frame had be 
most sensibly affected by hysteria a 
hypochondria. She laboured also und 
great oppression of the head and che 



261 



1 



ith pains in ditierent parts of the body, 
nd wbat distressed her more than all, masy 
circulation, languid to an extreme and 
larming degree. Her countenance was 
ale and sallow, her lips of a purple hue, 
nd lier hands and feet coM and benumbed. 
Blisters, fomentations, hot-baths, and every 
tfaer remedy, which tlie skill of ]Mr. 
— , her medical friend, could suggest, 
liad failed to restore the lost energies of 
nature. 

Bad as was Ibis case, my sanguine 
■hopes of inducing recovery, were fully 
^Healized. After a course of electrical ope- 
Hrations, from the 6lU of July, 1816, to the 
25th only, 1 had the satisfaction of re- 

Eoving the local malady. 
CASE 5. — The sister of the young 
dy mentioned in the last case, about 
twenty-five years of age, had also suffered 
j^piuch in a similar manner, with the addi- 
tion of a great degree of scorbiilic affection, 
yhe was placed under my care on the I8th 



of July, and so efficacious were a ft 
electrical applications, that on the 25th 
the same month, her mothei- reported t 
perfect removal of the obstruction; andh 
general health -was soon afterwards ful 
regained.' 

CASE 6.— Miss D— , of Soulham 
ton, about twenty-five years of age» ,of 
sanguine temperament — in addition to ~ 
the attendant symptoms of obstruction, h 
for several months laboured under a sev 
and constant aching pain in the front and 
back of the head, from which she nev^ 
could obtain even a momentary relief, M 
any means which had been recommended! 
With the aid, however, of Electricity a/one, 
the obstruction was removed, the affectio 
of the head gradually abated, and sh 
obtained a complete and permanen 
cure. She commenced the electric 
course on the 3d of September, and at- 
tended regularly till the 30th, when she 
reported herself, perfectly free from evci 
complaint. 
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• CASE 7— Misa W— , of the Poligan, 
fiouthampton, applied to me for my opi- 
liion on her case, which upon the whole was 
omewhat singular. Her complaint was 
nervous deafness, and though her appear- 
ance indicated defective action in the ute- 
rine system, she withheld from me that in- 
formation. After three attendances, I re- 
^ quested her, in consequence of her irre- 
g-utar visits, to decline my operations alto- 
gether, as in that way I could be of no use 
jjj^to her. The answer surprised me not a 
little. Being informed that I was much 

•mistaken, as 1 had already conferred on 
her a great benefit — that indeed, which 
fthe had been seeking in vain fot-seven yearSf 
and which she had now fully obtained. 

In this ease, I insulated the patient, 
assing the electrical current through the 
ra and the head, and without either 
' itending or expecting So happy a result* 
be most important change succeeded. The 
ensorial power was not regained, but the 
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concealed obslruction, which was the came 
of that complaint, was removed, and the 
patient had no doubt but the effects would 
soon cease. I had no opportiioity of seeing 
her again, being then about to leave South- 
ampton for LoadoD. 

CASE 8— Mrs. Mead, Orchard Strcetj 
Southampton, about thirty years of age, 
waa apparently healthy and strong. She 
had enjoyed good health, till within the 
last four years, when she had been siezed 
with a had cold, since which, she has la- 
boured uader all the peculiar ailments of 
total suppression. This complain t, 
only affected her general health, but p 
duced much local disease, with morbid 
cretioDS. She commenced the electrical 
application on the 5th of September. The 
bead'ache relieved by the 10th, and th^^ 
bowels on the 2l9t. Other distressiitfH 
symptoms were removed by the 8tli of 
October— Circulation increased on the 14tli^|| 
and on the 17th, she reported her perfect 
recovery, I saw her afterwards in Deceoh 
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ber, when she stated herself ta be restored 
to the best state of health. 



CASE 9.— Mrs. R.— Thia case was 
ililraost in every respect the same as the 
I last. She commenced the electrical course 
OD the 11th of September, and fully reco- 
ivered her health on the 2Sth of the same 
lODth, when she desisted from its use. 



Among the numerous in&tances of re- 
covery in these kind of cases, that have 
occurred since 1 commenced my profes- 
i^oual practice in towu, 1 shall now selecf; 
>me of the most remarkable 



CASE lO.-Mra. H— , a lady, wlioac 
iu$band had been a pa,tieaC of miue, sent 
female servant to me for advice. She had 
>r years past sufiered much from totai 
(uppression. The obstruction had pro- 
iced an acute infiammatiou and abscess 
in the Hver, which terminated in a chronic 
aflection of that organ. Sbe had been 
under several medical practitioners, hu^ 

Z 2 



pulse and tongue were much improved 
the appetite and the digestion increased— 
the coug-h abated — the strength regaint 
and the voice, which before was hoHoii 
and rustling, now became full and mt 
dious. After iive applications, she had 
covered so mudi constitutional vigour, ths 
she was able to travel to Worcester in oi 
day, without being at all faligued—whil 
in her visits to me> she was obliged to 
conveyed in a eoach from St, Jameses 
Southampton Row, and back again, 
veral months after, she called on me 
express her gratitude for the great benef 
which she had derived, and also to infoi 
me, that she had not once had any return 
whatever of the malady, but had till then, 
enjoyed a state of nninterrupted 
health. This lady was very dehcate, midd 
aged, and the mother of a young family. 



CASE 12 —Mrs. Carter, recommende 

by Dr. L , was about thirty-two yea 

of age. She bad for several years suffer 
much from indigestion, and nervous <l«bi* 
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Hty, which had terminated two years ago 
in hemiphlegia. Of this disorder she had 
partially recovered, but she became asth- 
matic, wilh symptoms of i'ncipiew/ phthisis. 
She had been married nine yearSj but had 
no family. A lolai suppression had taken 
place soon after her dyspeptic attack, and 
thougli she gradually obtained a slight 
periodical relief, the disorder returned 
every third week, while in the intervals, 
a copious morbid secretion took place; Her 
health now declined rapidly— her strength 
gunk into extreme debility, her Hpirits into 
\palhjf and sadness, and & general ema^ 
ciation seemed to forbode a premature 
decay. I employed the electrical excite- 
ment for the first time on the 8th of No- 
vember, 1816, and again on the 14th and 
15lh, when suspecting the irritation of 

IworoQs, I directed the stimulus to the sto- 
mach and bowels, and on the following 
flay, she voided a great many. On the 
16th, 1 applied the Electricity, for the 
second time, across the pelvis, and then 
desisted. The effects were decisive — the 



morbid secretion immediately ceased, an 
before another opportunity for repealing- 
the trial occurred, nature had fully r* 
gained her powers. 

CASE 13 —In the month of May, 181 
Br. D— , favoured me with a call, to state 
the case of a young: lady, who hadforaboii 
a year laboured under a suppression, whic 
had resisted all the medical remedies b 
had employed. On my expressing- m 
oonfidence in the powers of Electricity, 
promised to send me the patient for a tri 
making: at the same time the frank decl 
ration, that he expected no good from i 
use; but he would consent to the experi' 
ment as a dernier resort, since if it failed 
to relieve, he should then know that no 
thing further could be done. On the 12 
of the same monthj this young- lady wai 
upon me with a polite note from her ph 
sician. It appeared, that her -complai 
had been preceded by a disease of the st 
mach, attended by defective biliary seer 
tion, and constipation. The tongue an 
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.pulse indicated great irritation— there waa 
Iso a determinatioQ of blood to the bead, 
land the extremities were cold. I urged 
[her particularly to attend to her digestive 
>rg^n8. I laid down a rule for her» as to 
Uet^ and administered Electricity in every 
)rm, varying my modes according to cir- 
Eumstances. I commenced the operatioDS 
on the 12th of May, and continued them 
2casionally till the 18th of June. During 
the whole of this period, nothing- more 
lan the improTement of her general health, 
indicated a probability of a favorable ter- 
lination to my labours. In a few days 
afterwards, however, the female friend of 
xny patient, announced to me the succes^i- 
il result of the electrical course, and par- 
'cularly of the last operatioa. I was also 
on favoured with a visit from herself, 
hich afforded me demonstration of her 
perfect recovery. Since the termination of 
our medical intercourse, f have had the 
pleasure of many friendly calls, from this 
amiable and accomplished young lady, and 
m happy to add, that she never has had 
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the slighlesl recurrence of ber complaint, 
but has ever since her cure, enjoyed a vi- 
gorous and uninterrupted slate of health. 



CASE 14.— The following sin^Iar 
and extraordinary case, shall conclude this 
class of diseases. A lady, about for^ 
years of age, of a sanguine temperamenl, 
and the mother of a large family, ^^■ho had 
for many years previously enjoyed an ex- 
cellent state of health, came to consult luc 
on her remarkable case- Soon after her 
last premature confinement, she became 
a severe sufferer, from a diseased stale of 
the uterus- The mischief was suppose 
to be done in delivery. The complaint wi 
pronounced by no less than ten surgeor 
and two physicians to be irremediable 
That delicate organ, now inclined lioriJ 
zontally, and was at Stated periods, subjeC 
to spasmodic constrictions, which con^ 
stantly produced an agony, beyond endor-^ 
ance. Habitual and actual constipaiiottA 
re-acted on the structural derangenjenlij 
and incieased l)ie irritability of the parlsJ 
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Wlien nearly in this state, I administered 
to her the electrical stimulus at two differ- 
ent times, which procured her complete 
elief. The obstruction arising from an 
ccidenlal, and functional, if not a sMic- 
ural difficulty, was remoTed in the course 
f 3 few hours, and her health, strength* 
nd spirits, soon afterwards restored. 



There are other female maladies, aris- 
Dg from theii' peculiar conformation, im- 
roperly termed locai diseaaesi in. which 
Eleclricity, but particularly Galvanism, 

Rias afforded the greatest benefit. This 
lowerful agent, combined with attention 
o regimen, air» and exercise, will, 1 am 
confident, do more for them, than all the 
medical recipes of the national pharma- 
copoeia. 1 do not assert this rashly, but 
give it as my deliberate opinion, founded 
on the unerring evidence of such facts, as 
cannot be controverted. But Galvanism 
and the Air-Pump Vapour-Bath^ should be 
tried where Electricity fails. 
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The administration of these poveriol 
ronedies, however beneBcial they may be in 
the cases I have pointed out, arenererthelea 
not only inapplicable, but dangerous at 
certain periods of gestation, and should by 
no means be resorted to, without tbe 
utmost attention to the symptoms. 
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Hydrocele. 

The Dropsy of the Scrotum, is a 
eommoD disorder, and requires surgical 
lid. I have had several such cases, re- 
jmmended to me by J. P — , Esq. an emi- 
lent Surgeon in the west end of the town, 
in which the employment of Electricity 
has very materially aided his skilful treat- 
teut, and effected a perfect cure. 



CASE 15.— Genera! L— , was sent to 
le with a view of procuring the removal 
jof an induration of the testes. In this the 
[hopes of the patient were disappointed, 
ibut the excitement hastened the accuwM- 
ylation of the Jluidt and of course, more 
[speedily prepared the part affected for sur- 
Igical operation, which wasperformed» with 
; decided and permanent benefit. 



CASE 16.— M , Esq. was afflicted 

with a schirrus affection of those glands, 
for a series of years, during which, he had 
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from time to tiine» had the advantage of 
the Lest advice, without benefit- Aa ope| 
rative Surgeon, too partial to the knife, 
had pranonnced bis case fatali unless he 
submitted to its application. This gentle- 
man applied to Mr. P — , whose judicious 
treatment averted a fatal termination of 
the malady. This was followed by a 
course of Electricity for two successive 
springs, which eradicated every symptom 
of the local ailment, and procured him a 
renovated slate of health. 



CASE 17.— An officer, now on foreign 
service, had a complaint of the testes 
which terminated in hifdracele. The o 
ration was successfully performed, but 
enlargement and induration required the 
aid of Electricity, which I admiuisten 
with decided advantage^ 



I 

4 



These, and many similar cases, hai 
been not only partiallt/ relieved, but per 
fectly cured^ by Electricity. But afte 
all, I mijst here observe, that I have found 
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Galvanism, as a ouiislitutional remedy, 
jTvhere the local malady arises from a di- 
teased habit, generally much more benefi- 
aal than the electric principle. The des- 
;ription of these disorders and their treat- 
lent, should be addressed exclusively to 
le male sex ; and as it is a matter of vital 
iportance to the health and happiness of 
the community, 1 shall probably sooa 
present to tho&e most deeply concerned, 
a small pamphlet on that interesting sub* 
jcct. 



Glandular Affections. ■<' 

I have had a few cases of indolerit 
mars^ all of which have been successfully 
eated, by the electric remedy. These 
sellings are either cured by resolution or 
■ppurulion. In the former case, the sti- 
ulus must be applied in an early stage of 
le disease—in the latter the formation of 
be matter is accdemtedt and requires to 
discharged by the lancet. 

a a8 
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CASE 18— Joseph Steel, five years 
age, was recommended by Messrs. Randall' 
and Son, Chjmists, Southampton. Thiij 
child, from his earliest infancy, had beei 
Tery unhealthy. His appearance itidicatf 
a scrophuiom habit — he had considerabk 
swelHngs in the glands of the neck, whicbJ 
tliough hard to the touch, g^ave him n( 
pain, but by preasuTe. These indolei 
tumors were perceived by his motherJ 
when he was only two months old. Thiii 
poor little sufferer was much alarmed 
the sig'htof the machine, and the crackUnf 
noise of the sparks. 



1 employed the mildest means, and 
sent the electric current through ihe torpi< 
glands. I commenced the operations 
the 11th of September, 1816, and cent 
nued them till the 30Ui of the same mont 
After the first four applications, the hard 
ness of the swelling subsided^ and at the^ 
eighth time of his attendance, the parts had 
become so/V, and considerablif diminished 
in size. In the progress, however, of re 
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peatin^ the operation, the susceptibility of 
the child, became at last so great, that he 
could not bear the mildest excitement. 
In titis account, I was under the necessity 
lif desisting from the application, before a 
fomplete cure could be obtained. The 
ipnlse, however, that had already been 
fivea, proved sufficient to prevent a sup- 
iraiioTij and led to a cure. 

CASE 19.— Mr. B — was recommended 
me by his family Surgeon and Apothe- 
iry, under whose care he had placed him- 
:lf, for a glandular alfection. This Gen- 
leman's tumor was fiai'rf, red, nnd paivful. 
told him it was now too late to expect 
tbsorption, but that the g^'elling might be 
)on matured for a discharge by the lan- 
;t. This was agreed on and completely 
effected, but without the application of the 
lancet. He commenced the electrical ope- 
ttions on the 25th of May, and continued 
lem till the 8th of June, 1818, when 
lature was enabled by a succefsful effort 
discharge the matter. 



The case, which I am now about lo 
give, will be found to speak volumes on 
this subject. lu point of interest, it e]^| 
ceeds greatly the few otherSj ivhieb hare^ 
come uuder my treatment- 



CASE 20 — Mrs. E. Bolt, then resi 
ing' near Bos-Castle, Cornwall, was middle 
aged, very stout, and the mother of a large 
family. She had, from an acute diseai 
of liver iu 1S03, beeu subjected to a m 
curiaL course, under the medical aid of 
particular friend. Dr. C. — During- a stale 
of salivation, she took a violent cold, from 
an imprudent exposure io wei. This pro- 
duced a very serious illness. She was 
confiued to bed for some months, duri 
which, she required constant medical 
tendance. Uaviug at last experienced 
partial recovery, she was sent to me 
Dr. C — » for a trial of Electricity. S 
(hen laboured under obstruction, and fro 
the information [ could collect, she ha 



i 



ase^ 
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n subject to breakings out about the 
leck, which led me to conclude, there was 
her case, a constitutional taint. She 
lomplained tliat her general health was 
7ery bad — her flesh and bones, she said, 
;It sore at the touchy and various parts of 
ler body were covered with ulcers. Her 
'freatfi waa particularly offensive — every 
)oth iu her head, loose iu its socket, and 
air of the room, in which she re- 
lained but a few miuutes, was from nau- 
teous effluvia, unfit for respiration. The 
legs were also aSected with an cedematous 
^welling:, and though she appeared stout 
id strotig, she was suifering greatly from 
1 extreme debility. 



The electrical means which I em« 
jloyed, soon produced a favorable changt 
|n the ulcers, and on the obstrnclion being 
jmpletely removed, they healed rapidly. 
The general health, too, gradually im- 
proved — the swelling of the legs subsided; 
and in the course of seven weeks, she was 
proQounced by her medical friend, to be in 
every respect convalescent. 
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Elbow Case. 

CASE 21. — A young girl, about 
years of age, of a scrophuloua liabit^ 11 
carrying a pitcher of water too heavy fo 
her, fell down, and severely bruised hi 
elbow. The Surgeon who attended 
advised the use of embrocations, and 01 
dered the limb to be kept supported in 
horizontal position, All this was coi 
plied with for several months, when upoi 
some occasion it was discovered by her dis- 
&essed parents, that this poor child, i 
stead of having improved, had so far I 
the use of her arm* that she could not, 
trial, moue the joint — a muscular contra 
Hon, and an apparent enlargement of t" 
ligament, counteracted all her efforts fi 
that purpose. 



As no great mechanical obstructio 
to the recovery of muscular capability a 
peared to esist, I commenced the electric 
application by local irritation of the par 
and sending the fluid through the join 



By these means, the enlargement was soon 
considerably dimioiahed. I then used the 
convulsion power of electrical excitement, 
by making the patient hold a poker in her 
hand, and at each apphcation, the vibra- 
tory action^ aided by the ponderous metal^ 
produced an increased elongation of the 
muscular fibres. Thus a fortnight's elec- 
trical applications, with the aid of aperi- 
ents^ restored her to the natural use of her 
arm. I particularly marked the progres- 
sive stages of her recoveiy. After the Jirst 
pplication, she could not stretch out her 
rm ; but after the last^ shemoTed it about 
ith ease, in all directions. This case oc- 
urred some few years ago, but several 
oiiths after the cure was performed, I 
d an opportunity of seeing this chiid, 
□d of ascertaining that the benefit \Fai 
ermanent^ 

In Hip Cases also, Electricity has beeli 
uccessfully employed. I have had two case* 
f this kind, which were greatly relieved 
y its use. For the cure of this disorder. 



1 would rather depend on (he Galvani 
application to tlie digestive organs, and 
the local employment of the Air-Pump 
Vaponr-Bath to diseased parts, than on the 
electric excitement. See the cases in my 
work, on the Air-Pump Vapour-Balb. 

Knee Cases. 

I 

In some of these disorders, the el 
trie slimi-ilus has proved beneficial, and ill 
others, it has failed. But 1 am happy tha' 
experience enables me to add, that the e 
cacious powers of the Air-Pump Vapo 
Bath have been most satisfactorily esta 
lished. Vide, my work on that subject. 

The following instance however, affords 
ample proof of the utility of Electricity 
a number of these cases. 

CASE 22.— Mary Fry» ag^ed thirteen, 
daughter of Mr. Fry, Southampton, had 
seven years before application was made 
me, severely bruised and injured the c 



■f her knee. Mr. C — , a skilful Supgeoa 
of Portsmouth, was called in, who -pre- 
scribed the application of fomeutatioDB, 
iftnd every other suitable means. Suppu- 
[ration, howeyer took place, and she got 
better. But, from the constitutional taint, 
an abscess was formed about three months 
fterher amendment. This continued for 
Upwards of a year^ during which she suf- 
red extreme and incessant pain in the 
ee bnne^ e^ftending down to the ankle, 
bis affection terminated in lameness^ and 
he was obliged to use crutches. She had 
tried sea-bathing, frona which she had de- 
lived partial relief from pain, but her 
lameness still remained. The muscular 
parts became coHtracted, the calf of the 
affected leg was wasted., and the limb ren- 
dered almost useless. 

KShe commenced the course of Elec- 
icity on the 9th of September, 1816, and 
continued it regularly till the 12th of Oc- 
tober, when her hopes were realized; as her 
progressive amendment ha.A been gfradually 
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om local diseases. 



thi 



lass of maladif 
minutely investigated, will be found I 
onltf tofal affectionsj arising froin a diso 
dered state of the system ; and a constit 
tional predisposition to organic dise^ 
■Those indeed which nve accidtntally occ 
isioned by external injuri/i may justly 
called local diseases — such aa burns, seal 
bruises, sprains, ^c. — The two first of the" 
cannot require the electric excitement, b 
the two last, have in my practice b 
often successfully treated, and perfect! 
cured. The following cases will serve 
a practical illustratiou- 



I CASE 1. — Susan Shepherd, ten years 
of age, was brought to me by her father, 
to procure my aid for the reuiOTal of h 
lameness. This child, in running, h 
sprained her leg to such a degree, that she 
became quit lame for some weeks. He 
bad tried all the ordinary remedies witbi 



er^l 



his reach, without any benefit— the tender- 
LjneB9 and contraction still continued to 
[render ttie limb immoTable, but by an 
icute fueling of muscular pain. L employed 
the electric vibratory current for a few 
lays, ^vhich oot ooly compktely removed 
le pain^ but also the rigidity of the 
I uscles. 

lU I 1 

CASE 2.— In June 1817, a young- Lady 
ho keeps a respectable preparatory scbool> 
as recommended to me, by Mr. B— * 
^urgeoQ to a public Institution. 'I'his pa- 
ient met with a serious accideat, ■which 
ad nearly proved fatal. In g-oing into a 
dark warehouse in the city, in which a 
all trap-door had been improperly left 
Bhut, she fell into the opening, but was 
prevented from going through by support- 
g herself on each side by her aftms. In 
la condition^ she remained, until her 
cries brought some persons to her assist- 
ance. When she reached home, she found 
her arms very much bruised^ and on the 
Uowing day, they became so stiff' and 

3 B t 
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painful, that she could hardly move thei 
Shortly after, the fingersand thumb of the 
right hand became completely paralyzetS^f^ 

For the cure of this accidental and local 
disease^ every topical means were judi- 
ciously employed without any perceptible 
adTantase, The mode in which I excited 
the affected parts, was found by the patient 
both uiild and efficient. The electric car- 
rent removed the extravasated h\oo6t and 
restored the muscular and nervous powei — 
tfae pain subsided, and the use of the 
fingers and thumb were perfectly regained. 

In Chilblains, Sore-throat, HoahSB" 
ress, Tooth-aciie, and other local affec- 
tions, the electric stimulus is an efficient 
remedy. The late Mr. Lowndes, of St. 
Paul's Church Yard, published a paoipltfM 
let, in which he has reported his successW^ 
practice, in these, and other similar cases: 
but I have never employed the electric 
stimulus in these slight ailmentSy ^h^MH 
simple means may be more easily, and as 
Effectuaily applied. In tooth-ache, a 
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dern dentist ascertains by tlie electric fluid, 
the decayed tooth; and if so, the same 
stimulus cannot remove the pain occasioned 
y caries tootb. Certain it is, that in a 
/(euwa/fc affection of the jaw, which oc- 
casions an. acute pain resembling that of 
tooth-ache, the electric escitenient, has in 
any instances, in my owa practice, been 
productive of immediate rehef. ft 

B- CASE 3.— A middle aged Lady, of a 
Vscorbutic habit, uho had also been subject 
to rheumatic attacks, was in consequence 
of sitting' for a few minutes in the draft ftf 
ll^a cold itir, suddenly siezed with an acute 
affection in tbe^fflw and cheek, extending 
to the tempie^ ear, and crown of the head. 
The pain was eslreine» her head hecame 
giddy^ and the gums acutely affected with 
l^a throbbing sensation. She supposed her 
^ftcompEaint to he tooth-ache, and came to 
" me for relief from Electricity. As ! had 
reason to believe it was a rheumatic attack, 
11^ I insulated the patient^ and passed the 
electric cuirent throug-h the affected parts, 
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■which gave her instant relief. This, 
an embrocation employed during part of 
the nig-ht and following day, fully effected 
a cure. 



CASE 4."-Mr8. D- 



Straad. b 



J 



been subject to tooth-ache, and while, 
a paroxyain of pain, had applied to me for 
relief. After ascertaining that the paiui^j 
were rheumatic, I applied the vibratory 
impulse of Electricity in different direc- 
tions, when she obtained a profuse perspi- 
ration about the head, the relief was iw 
atantaneous, and she was effectually curedi] 
In consequence, however, of imprudei 
exposure to cold, she was a few month 
afterwards, siezed with the same complaiotij 
and by the same means, applied but onc«i| 
was again compleleiy restored. 

1 



BroncoceUy Wrtf or Derbyshire Neck. 



Electricity, has according to the re* 
ports of some enlightened practiLionera^J 
cured these diseases. To this testimoo/, i 



however, J cannot add my own, having' 
never in my experience, met with a cage 
of the kind, tliat had any thing like a fair 
trial. The patients, that I have met with, 
labauring* under these complaints, attended 
me only a few days, so that I had no fair 
and full opportunity of deciding on the 
efficacy of the remedy ; hot reasoning from 
that analogy^ which points out the affinity 
of disorders, I am inclined to think, that 
^Electricity wdl deserves to be triedt when 
^■tber means, fail of producing a cure< 

< M'i(} 

^HT The PARTIAb OR TOTAL IX^SS OF SIGHT 

^^ND HBARiN^G, by defective energy in the 
nervous system, and paralysis of the optic 
and auditory nerves, have |>een already 
alluded to and illustrated hy a class of 
I^Misffl. But there are other diseases of these 
^■rgans, arising from causes which produce 
a morbid aff^ectton, or a mechanical ob- 
struclion to the powers of vision, and the 
perception of sounds, that deserve to be 
noticed. In the early stages of Cataract* 
lectricity, if property employed, may, 1 
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ibink, prevent the farther opacity of t 
chrystaltine lens; but I have not found it 
efficient in the removal of the disease^ 
One case only, of this kind, has afforded 
me a. fair trial of Eiectricity. It was that 
of a Lady ag-ed sixty, who, contrary to my 
opinion, urged me to try the powers of 
Eiectricity for the restoration of her sight, 
but after some weeks experience, she was 
convinced she bad derived no benefit from 
its use. About a year afterwards she 
became totally blind, and then the opera- 
tion of extracting the Cataract was success- 
fully performed by Mr. E— , of JBristo!, an 
Oculist of great skill, and high reputation 



In Fistula Lachrymalis. 



I 



CASE 5.— The Rev. — W— , who, in 
the Summer of 1818, was a patient of mine 
for a paralytic attack, stated to me the case 
of his daughter, a young^ Lady about eigh- 
teen years of age. He said, she had for 
more than a twelvemonth past, been troq^||| 
bled with a morbid discharge from ihe 



right eye, which kept conataotly oozing 
into the lower eyelid, forming itself into a 
iKlropy suhstanoe. She was almost constantly 
employed in wiping off the accumulating 
Mj^atter collected under the eye. On es- 
Bcaining the eye, 1 found the lachrymal 
duct considerably obstructed, and some- 
jHvbat injiamedj with a small ulcer, from 
^■itence the matter oozed. I could not gpeak 
anfidently on the case, being the first of 
le kind that had occurred in my practice, 
mt from the known electrical influence on 
Ihe secretary system, 1 rather anticipated 
favourable result, and at the request of 
le father, she consented to try the experi- 
lent for a few days. In the first instance* 
placed ihe putient on a tin plale, and hy 
melaUic point, directed the electric fluid 
the corner of the eye. She felt a grate- 
ful sensation, a glow \ias produced in the 
leat of disease. On the following day she 
expressed her surprise at the htnejit she 
[bad experienced, as she had then found no 
tecessiti/ to resume the disagreeable task 
of cleansing the eyelid. In a few days, the 
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^t^»»al iK^Utmmatib^ BubsMledt tbe nicer 
he&Udj Add the.sfeeitioH.viw'Mlipe/y r«- 
mmid. It IB a BiDgalar factythat, «Ii«d I 
innilatcid the patient, and drew the eleotrioal 

-fluid from the aystem through the a^Peoted 
duct, which ! tried ib a Jailer «xperiineiit, 
there was an inerean of Qie nwtody ; but 
when I resorted to the /onMr motftf,- the 
amendment was /»>0|rref mw, and the rdief. 

.eomplete, ^ 



On Deafness from Obstructions, Jfc. 



The injudicioas and empirical treat.- 
ent of the disorders of the ear, though 
arried on under the sanction of names, to 
hi<:h ignorance and credulity have al- 
lied the title of great, should not be 
eriooked, because it has a pernicioug 
tendency. I therefore wish to caution the 
ninfortued victims of this defect, ag;ainst 
e adoption of violent local remedies, 
ways of doubtful, and often of dangerous 
ffect. The truth of Mr. Abernethy's opini- 
on, of the evils likely to result from making 
the diseases of the organs of sense, distinct 
branches of medical science, daily expe- 
Hknence only tends to confirTn. This remark 
^Bs not intended to apply to the Surgeon- 
oculists, whose operations in order to be 
perfect, require constant practice, and great 
manual dexterity^ but to a certain class of 
urists, whose only skill extends to syring- 
ing the ear, extracting a little hard wajt 
from it, and pouring into it oleaginous 



or spirituous stimulants- In the cure of th 
disorders of the ear, the knowledge of i 
anatomy and physiolog'y is certainly a qu 
lification, but not the only one requir 
for the judicious treatment of the diseas 
of that organ. The sciences of patholo 
and medicine are also unquestionalily n 
cessary, otherwise those disorders to which 
the ear is subject will be treated merely 
local maladies, arising from acciUen 
causes, without any regard to the g^ene 
state of healih. That this has frequentl 
been the case, I may safely assert on the 
testimony of numerous respectable indiv"_ 
duals, who have from time to lime co" 
suited me in cases of deafness ; and w' 
have made heavy complaints of the eno 
moua expenses they have incurred, by a 
mode of treatment which had eventually 
proved wholly inefficient. That there are 
some disorders peculiar to the organs of 
hearing which require surgical aidt is afl 
undeniable truth, but from an esperients 
of more than eighteen years, I can confi- 
dently affirm that these sort of cases wi 
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be found comparatively few. The more 
frequent causes of deafness falJ more imme- 
'jl^diatel^ under the province of the Physician 
and Surgeon-apothecary than the Surgeon'- 
aurist, or operative Electrician. 



I 



Among the numerous applications from 
■persons labouring under deafness, I have 

t found very few instances n hich require topi- 
cal remedies, the diminished sensorial power 
haviiifT originated either in dyspetic, hepa- 
tic, or uernnirs i/isiirfi/^rs^ and were therefore, 
in slight cases, remedial under the ordi- 
'nary treatnurU of The genera/ practitioner; 
but in long'conlinued visceral derange- 
ment and extreme general dehilitj, uith a 

IiCorrcspondent defective energ-j of the audi- 
■■lory nerves, and an ttbslriicted eustachian 
iiube, I have siicressfully employed the ex- 
'traordinary agency of Kleciricity and Gal- 
vanism In the most common cause of 
jjj^deafness, that arising from redundant or 
indurated cerumen, the simple prescription 
the celebrated Dr. Marryat, is, in my 
humble opinion, preferable to any other 
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solvigiit, * A tea-spoooful/ sayB ihe Doi 
of warm water poured iDto the i 
and suffered to contioue for a minul 
two in them everj night, will often produce' 
extraordinary effects. This is a more ex- 
peditious solvent of the ear-wax than uj 
wards of seventy other menstruums the 
were tried. Let a pinch of the followiog 
snuff he taken ioi mediately after : — Talie 
white hehehore root, a scruple, and ee 
.phorbidui, two grains — a siernutatory 
4er.' The Doctor adds, 'that if ws 
water will not remoy* d-eafiiess (this species 
of it,) after using it some ueeks, iiolhittg 
that is put into the eura will do it.' But in 
deafness originating in a disordered state 
of the digestive organs, or of the nervous 
eyslem, the use nf ike syringe^ or the em- 
ployment oi topical remedies^ have far jnore 
fretfuentiu been productive of Uarm than 
good. In aqch cases the ailment ariBing 
from a constitutional cause, no more hc^[ 
tetogs to the department of a Surgion- 
auristf or operative Electrician, tlian gout 
to thai of a Chiropcedist. 
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CASE 6.— Alexander Stewart, aged 
thirteen, then residinof with his father, a 
gardener, near Southampton, waa recom- 
mended to me hj IVlessrs. Randall and 
Son, Chjoiists. This boy's general state 
of liealtl] had been bad, he had been sub- 
ject to cold of the head, and to vitiated ce- 
rumenous secretions, occasionally hard and 
powdery, and at otber times Hmpid and 
oflFensive. The tympanum was affected, 
and he had the perception of a constant 
treniuloua noise in both ears, which were 
alike incapable of hearing the tick of a 
watch at the distance of a few inches from 
the head. He could indate the tympanum, 
for in blowing bis nose, he fett the drum of 
his ear pressed outwards — there was no 
wax in the auditory canal. 



" As the patient, when he came to me, 
was then tolerably well, 1 employed no 
other remedy than Electricity, to give tone 
to the torpid organ, and to stimulate the 
cerumenous glands. 1 commenced these 
operations on the l&t of August, 1816, 
a c 8 



aendiTig' a current of Electricity by a glass 
tube through both ears, for the space of 
ten miimtes. This mode was twice re- 
peated, and after the third apphcation, hie 
ears felt comfortable, and he had a difl4 
charge of wax from the right one, which 
was of a bright yellow colour, and of a 
proper consistence. On the 6th, 1 varied 
my mode in the fourth operation, for with 
the current 1 employed geutlc spat'ka to the 
tympanum, the good effects of which were 
soon felt, for on the following- day» he said 
he heard better. I increased my power of 
«?£citenient in proportion to his acquired 
tone, and the organic capability of re-ac- 
tion ; and after three more applications to 
tlie 13th, Bome wax was also discharged 
from the left ear. In the four subsequent 
applications, he felt little improvemeut in 
his hearing — the was was found to increase 
in his ears ; but on the 30th, he stated that 
he could hear ver^ toelt, and that both ears 
were alike restored. Of the truth of ihij 
statement I was fully convinced, for he 
^'UTe me proof that he heard me wbispi^' 
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distinctly from the end of the room, by re- 
peating my words. 

II On the 3rd of October, be applied to 
me again — his acquired powers had then 
beg'an to decline, from a viofeiil cold he 
H^^d taken. 1 found the cerumenous secre. 
tioa in the ear hai-d, a complaint, which 
might perhaps been removed by an injec- 
tion of warm water. I determined- how- 
Aever, by passing the current through the 
Hkuditory canal, to make a trial of the 
powers of Electricity in dissoiving this 
.hard substance^ and which after five apph- 
?ations, fully succeeded. The mechanical 
ibstruction was completely removed, and 
>n the 23d, he was perfectly cured of a 
Ldeafneus, that had been seven i/eara con. 
Ltiuuance. 1 saw him again montiis after- 
lYvards, when his hearing sLill remfLiued un- 
[flffected by any relapse. 

Since that time, 1 haye had repeated 
proofs of the powere of Electricity, in 
.solving induraied wax, and removing that 



obstruction to the undulatory motioa of 
sound ; but as the process requires repeti- 
tion, and the remedy is tedious and slow^ 
the prest'riptiun of Dr. Vlarryal, is more 
suited to such a case, tliaii so powerful an 
agent as Electricity, which might be more 
usefully employed. In subduing formidable 
maladies*. 



CASE 7.— Lieut. H— , Royal Navy, 
Hill Cottage, aged twenty-five, was brought 

to me by Mr. C , his Surgeon, for roy 

opinion on his case, of which the patient 
gave Ihe following account. He had, he 
said, about ten or eleven years ago, take 
a violent cold in the head, and he soon af. 
terwards became deaf of both ears. This 
complaint was preceded by great pain in 
the ears, which according to bis sensations 



1 



* Many itisn of this kind, attended wilh a rclaxatic 
of Ihe tympanum, have bet;u conurcteil with psralysii 
the auditipr; nerves, For somr of iheK, ihe reader is ro^J 
ferred t« those cases, under the head — De^rHEgi, Paui 
oT tbe AuDiTOKY Nbhtm. 
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indicated inflammation, a coDjeoture, which 
appears to have been correct, from the 
bleeding and blisterin";, wbich were then 
resorted to witli advantage. 

At the time he came to me, his g'ene- 
ral health was so g"ood, that no constitu- 
Uonal remedies were wanting, and as he 
had subsequently to his loss of hearing", re- 
covered the capability of the ri;s^ht ear, I 
directed my attention lo the oilier exclu- 
sively, \i iiich was found not only defective 
in secretion, but in power. M hen the right 
ear was closed, he required very loud 
£j»eakinj!f lo make him hear. He did not 
complain of any noise in the ear — he could 
inflate the tympanum, and couhl hear the 
ticking uf a uatcb while in the mouthy or 
^vheii its handle was placed on tlie upper 
Bpr lo^^er teeth- I he torpor of ibe parts 
Hvas* great, and required /mm^ent t-.xciU- 
^mnent-, uliich 1 adminisiertd tor the first 
time on the tith of July, nheu he felt 
an ag^reeable warmth, and some tingling 
bis ear. On the 9tb, after the second 
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application, he said, he heard better. After ] 
llie third operatioo, the tympanum became 
more sensibly affected by the electric sfiqM 
mulus, and a slight discharge of wax was 
produced, which liad all the appearance of 
recent secretion. On the 11th, he said, 
he was considerably better. On the 12tlji|| 
he was much improved, and heard me 
speak to him in a low tone of voice. He 
now remarked, that the electric stimulus 
had produced g^reai irritation. The ope- 
ration was discontinued on the 13th, and 
a few da\8 after he called to express his 
satisfaction for having derived the e/reateal 
benefit from the remed_\ I liad administer-., 
ed, and lamented ihe occnrrence of an ui 
expected evenl, wiiirh compelled his ii 
mediate return to Ireland^ but assured me, 
that should he again require my aid» he 
would certainly visit me in Loudon, being 
fully satisfied of the efficacy of Electricity, 
when properly employed. 



4 



When deafness does not arise from 
defective energy of the auditory ner 
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may be occasioned l>y a great accflmula- 
lions of ceinmen, or a relaxation of the 
membrane, called the Tympanum, which 
is designated the drum of the ear, When 
this is the case, and the nerves are not 
much in fault, uhich may be easily as- 
certained, the electric fluid may be pro- 
perly applied to give time to the relaxed 
membrune, or to remove the matter accu- 
mulated. The former is frequently occa- 
'oned by tioUnt cuticumions of air, and 
e latter /rom colds, producinijf iufiamma- 
.The diminution of hearing- in these 
ases are indeed but slight, n hen compared 
ilh thatwhich is produced by an ohstruc- 
'on or closure of the ettstachian lube. This 
ecies of deafness, arising from a cause 
which Ttiechanicall*/ compresses the mem- 
ranous passage for the admission of air 
into the internal cavity of the ear, may be 
the consequence of constitutional disease, 
afiecting the parts contiguous to the orifice 
of the tube, as an enlargement in the 
glapds, or an ulcer in the fauces. These 
again may occasion an accumulation of 
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morbid matter in that lube, or diseased 
action causing an adhesion or closure of 
the tube, which ia incurable. The well 
known experiment of Mr. A. Cooper, o# 
puDt'lurin*;- the t.vmpannm for the admis- 
sion of air into the internal ear, from re* 
peate<) failures, \va& been abandotieH. Nop 
has Mr. Grosvenor's plan of forcing: smokei 
into theeuslachian tube, thoiJg:h successfol' 
in aoune cases, p-enerally met with a belter 
fete. My opinion is, that where it has 
been successful, that success was more ow^ 
ing to the tjfi>r(s of the patient, than the 
tirlues of the remedv. In a plttkotic 
habit, where there is a determinalion of 
blood to the head, the experiment oiaj be 
productive of mtsckief, and must be attended 
Kith dan^i^r, BrushingXYie throat, too, 
taking an emetic, are remedies, which 
best, are but partially applicable to tt 
dieeaae of deafness. They may excite tt 
mechanical and involuntary motion of 
whole of the fauces> and if the obstructioi 
of the eustachian tube be near itsexlemt 
orifice^ the deafness may be remoTed> bt 
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if the whole soft part of the passage be 
alike in a stale of constriclion ^ these limited 
rremedies can never be so beneficial as the 
\flectric Jlnid, which acts instantaneously 
iihruughout the whole of the membranous 
'course, and which will often force any ob- 
struction to give way, so as to admit air 
rtnto the internal cavity of the ear. 



The rules, for forming' a correct judg- 
ment on the various characters of this ma- 
idy» aa laid down by modern Aurists, have 
jin my experience, proved erroneous. It is 
iaay to give to each kind of deafness a no- 
^enclalure-t but it is experience a/one, ibat 
;an enable us to decide on its propriety. 
If, indeed, deafness could only be found 
mder the character and hmitations they 
lave assigned to its range, their definitions 
light be tolerably correct; but when the 
lalady is found to exist in combination 
filh tjarious causes., with sj^mpiomn of ner- 
lous^ dyspeptic, hepatic, and similar de- 
rangements, disturbing or impairing senso- 
power, by a chymical change, or a 
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mechauioalobfitructioD — Iheir dassiiicatiol 
must appear raost imperfect. 



Od this subject I shall onlj furtbt 
remark, that in those cases, where deafness" 
is produced by ulceration of the tympanum, 
with purulent discharge, a constilutionai 
treatment ought to be resorted to, under 
the direction of a Physiciaa or Medical 
Surgeon, whose practice and views are not 
confined to one inlet of sense, as an iso-^ 
lated part of the human body. There ar 
however, a few symptoms, which desif 
Bate the different kinds of deafness that 
have been alluded to, which mil be notic< 
in the statement of the following' cases, 
i 

CAES 8. — Mrs. H— , a respectable 
Lady, about iifly years of age, residing; idAi 
Holborn, was recommended to me by^ 
A. C — , Esq. in the summer of 1818. She^ 
had not eujoyed a good state of health fa 
some years, was scorbutic, and exceeding! 
nervous. She became deaf from the effecl 
of an. herpetic eruption in the left eal 
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which was al first confined to the auricle, 
and then extended to the meatus. The 
auditory canal became so much closed as 
to require surgical aid. The operation 
of extracting the accumulated matter of 

obstruction, was performed by Mr. C , 

who may be racked as the first operative 
»urgeon in Europe, but still she continued 
tai. A few applications of Electricity, \a 
id of what had already been done for her, 
Completely succeeded in restoring the pa- 
ient to her perfect capability of hearing. 
About a year had elapsed, when 1 heard 

-gain of ihis patient by Mr. A , her 

mily Surgeon -apothecary, from whom 1 
received an account, of her conLiuuing to 
Crjoy perfect hearing. 



ti 
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The succeeding cases are given as 
aniples of deafness, arising from obstruc- 
tion of the eustsicUian tube; at the time, 
they happened, they were correctly re- 
orded, and 1 present tbera to the reader 
n preference to those of more recent 
date, which the pressure of professional 



applications, would not allow me leisure 
register so mumtely. They will fully esh 
bit the principle and eifects of Eleclrici 
when skilfully applied by ibe practitione 
and properly attended lo by the patien 

»•' CASE 9.— Mr. A—, a respectable 
tradesman, residing; in Southampton, visfl 
ted me on the 6lh of September, 161^ 
to obtain my aid. This patient was of a 
spare habit, nervous temperament, and 
active turn of mind. From incessant a', 
tention to his own private concerns, i 
which he had carried his anxieties too fr 
— -combined with some recent family affli 
tions, he bad not only greatly distresse 
bis mind, but brought on a disordered 
state of his digestive organs, and extrem 
nervous debility. In this condition, h 
gradually became deaf of both ears, an 
bad continued so for some months. 

He could not hear the ticking- of a 
watcbf but when close to the ears. There 
was no cerumeuous secretion in themeatu 



ht coutd not inflate the tympanum, but he 
lieard the watch when placed on the upper 
nd lower teeth, This case appeared to 
ine to be a general relaxation of the sj's- 
tem, particularly of paris coiUiguoua to 
e internal ear. Sujipoaing: therefore his 
se to be a stricture of the eustachian 
ube, 1 employed the electric stimulus ia 
arious modes, and passed the current 
rou§^h it on four succeeding days, and 
ice between the 19th and the 23rd, with 
ine deg:rec of improvement. The patient 
aa at this time obliged to go into the 
ountry. Before he went, 1 told him I con- 
"dered his case to be of such a nature, that 
he benefit he had already obtained might 
lead to a sudden recovery. 

I saw him again in a fortnight after, 
■when be expressed his gratitude for his 
perfect recovery. He then gave rae the 
following particulars. He said, after he 
bad got a few miles out of town on hor§e-' 
backi as he was a^tcending a high hill, he 
wail greatly alarmed by a sudden noise hke 



the report of a gnn. He addressed a pe 
Bon he met on the road to know if he could 
account for the noise, when the stranger's 
answers convinced Iiira thai he had effi 
toaHy recovered his liearrn^. 1 have on 



to add, that he continued to enjoy bis se: 
sorial powers, and an improved state of 
health. 



J 



CASE 10. — Miss T — , residing n 
Southampton, about twenty years of age, of 
aplelhoric habit, was recommended by 
AI — , to my care, I wag informed, that i 
liad heen deaf for sis or seven years, wh 
had heen at first occasioned by a brain 
ver. Every possible attention had been 
paid to her case, by the most eminent Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of the metropoli 
mosl of ivhom pronounced her malady i: 
curable, as her deafness was succeeded li; 
a purulent fcetid discharge. Mr. A. C— , 
thought otherwise, and proposed punctur- 
ing- the tympanum, to which she would n 
submit. Dr. M. suggested a trial of E) 
tricity. At the time this patient applied 



I 
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e, slie had a slight discharge from the 
ar, which appeared to me to be vitiated 
secretion. The deafness was complete in 
he Uft fflj-, and partial ia the right. -i 

I therefore undertook her case, and 
ommenced the operations on the 1st of 
July, and continued them daily fill the 8lh, 
when the morbid secretion ceased, and she 
thought she could hear a little belter. She 
then discontinued her attendance on me 
teir a few days, on account of her peculiar 
delicacy of feeling-. She underwent but 
one operation more, for on the following 
day, as she was on her way to my house, 
she Tvas suddenly startled by a great noise, 
when she hastened to inform me of the 
circumstance. I congratulated her^ on her 
newly acquired perception of sounds, of 
which shewas now fully convinced. There 
was therefore, no further necessity for her 
esuming the electrical application. At 
rst, she heard only in confused sounds, 
but in a. few daj s, the hearing of both ears, 
t)ecame perfectly ilatural. I was in the 



habit of seeing ber occasionally, and bear, 
ing of ber, for several mouths afterwards, 
wben she still continued to possess unim 
paired sensorial powers- 



CASE 11. — Tbis is an extraordinary 
cure of an obstruction or constriction 
the Eustacbian Tube — and deserves parti 
cular notice — Mr. Joseph Ridges, Wbee 
wrigbt, residing at Marchwood, 76 vea 
of ag^e, of a Tery ipare habits much eraaci 
ftted, labouring under the infirmities 
old age, bent down, bald headed, and toot 
less ; but nevertheless in the possession o 
tolerable health. He applied to me on 
the 2nd of August, 1816, and staled that 
he bad become deaf in consequence of b 
ving been buried in snoWs for severa 
hours, about forty years back, and that b 
the left ear, be never after heard any sown 
whatever. He began to loose the hearin 
of his rig;bt ear about ttoen(i/-three yea 
ago ; and in his then state be could not hear 
the ticking of a watch, either in his mouth 
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eatesl efforts he could not at all inflate 
le Ijinpanuin of either ear. Upon the 
pliole, 1 conceived this case to be a hope- 
;ss one ; but he having^ known several in- 
[filances of the recovery ofdeaf patients who 
[liad been under my care, he determined to 
lake a trial, though I assured him there 
cas not the least prospect of his obtaining 
iny benefit. 

He attended regularly for eleven times* 
jfrom the 2nd of August, to the 2Sth, dur- 
ng which time, I employed Electricity as 
mechanical stimulus along the course of 
e eustachian tube. On the succeeding" 
ay he called ag^in ; and my servant in 
his Usual way vociferated in his ears ' How 
o you find yourself ?' he smiled and said, 
you need not hoUo so loud, for I can 
now hear as well as you can.' I confess I 
was astonished at this declaration, and on 
making enquiry, he gave me a circum- 
stantial detail of particulars attending- the 
sudden and perfect recovery of hearing in 
that ear, which had been totally deaf for 
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forty years. From tlii& extraordinary 
cess, I was encouraged to proceed i 
the other ear, and had the satisfaction of 
restoring' that ^Iso, in a sudden manner^ 
fortnig-hl after* 



• The particulars whicji he commiinifatwi were — i 
be\renl to bed. at his usunl time, sle{>l aoundly^, but awoke 
At 3 o'clock in the Momiiiigi in g:reat ngitiitioii of tnio^^^ 
HiBsenie of hearing conveyed a ruatling noise, aiid 8aui|^^| 
reeemMiiig those pmluced by several persons running np 
flnd down stairs. H« imtucdiHtely itw-<>kc hja wife and fa- 
Tniljj with the nlarm of Thieves I wlieii tliej were Maem- 
blecl, lie prmwdt'ii] lo search every pirt of the house, untler 
1h« notion that hi wm besti with Robbers 5 hut on findia^ 
neither ctonr or winrEows ojien, he insisted on pxafninin^ 
his oiil-lioTiars and pri'mises, qnile ttutisficcl with llic cof^ 
Tc*tnm of h» perceptions. Their heint; no R|jpearan|^H| 
of Thieves, he was puzzled to act ount Tor tliia siiignlair 
lusion, wlieii liis wife, iiHYinjt recovrred lirr^elf a little front 
tlie roitslernation into whirh sIim hnd been thrown by Lhit 
luddpH and terrific nlnrm, h:iatil}' oti§erveil — 'You have cer- 
tainly recoviTcd jourhtmring'l In an iiietant, Ihe fnctGtruCfc 
liinisn forcibly, a9^1oex|wl all liis ddUht^. 'I haveindeedt 
was till' reply, 'for I tun now hear ^ou all speuk pliin 
cngrugli'l TlioDgh fo late iu life, he waa so delighted wiUi 
the recovery of his long lost hearing, that, as he said him* 
icli; he felt at the moment, as if overpowered with CKC«rf 
«fji>y, f 
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Tlii^ sing-ular recovery made no incon- 
siderable noise among the paLieot's con- 
nexionS) and as lie wiis ansious it ahould 
be given to the public, 1 have already pub- 
lished this surpri8in^>- case, with his name 
and abode- In making, however, tliiscoiu- 
munication to the deaf, J by no me^ns bald 
out that my remedies will prove equally 
effieacimts iu all cases, but only give this as 
a decisive proof, ihiit an obstruction of the 
emtachian tube, from accidental causes, 
\aff exist for a series of ytars without its 
nng^ wkoUy obliterated ; and that the me- 
chanical impulse of Electricity mtty pro- 
luce a beneficial resnit, if no morbid 
lang'es from in6ammaliun hare closed that 
»be, which is essential to llie perception 
sound. In cases where a partial ob- 
tructioH of the eustachian tube had arisen 
from a de.ran«-ed xUtte of the system, and a 
lorbid affection of the ear, the influence 
sf Galvanism^ as A constitutional and local 
•medy, has in numerous instances, in my 
)wn practice, perfectly restored the patient 
the blessings of both health and hearing. 



These Cases shall be given under the head 
Deafness — in my remarks on Galvanism, 



Tboug^h 1 have confijied myself to tr 
statement of successful cases, yet I have 
not whollv overlooked others of the same 
class, which from peculiar circumstances 
had failed. If 1 hftd intended to address 
the medical profession onlif^ 1 should cer- 
tainly have detailed many unsuccessful in- 
stances, being: persuaded, that" to men of 
science and invesltgalion, these very ff^lfj^ 
lures would have developed the obstacks 
to elecU'ical ag-ency, and have afforded as 
decisive evidence of lis powers, as any o£ 
those where cures were obtained. On l\ 
view of the subject, 1 could detail many 
singular facts, which would, I am persu 
ded, add considerably to the general sto 
of medical knowledge, on the causes, p 
gress, and lermination of various diseas 
With the view of calling- the attention 
the faculty to this subject, I may on a 
ture occasion, when opportunity offe 
publish these facts in one of the medic 
Journals, 
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III 

I 



The efficacy of Electricity in the dis- 
eases which I have enunierated, is not only 
supported by the evitleiice of facts here 
disclosed^ but also by the opinioa of the 
most philosophical and scientific practition- 
ers, who have written on the subject — all 
of whom concur in asserting ita utihty, as 
a remedy of great importance to mankind. 
To these may be added» several eminent 
hysicians and Surg-eoas, both at home and 
abroad, who in their practice have pre- 
scribed the use of Electricity in a variety 
f cases, both medical and surgical — and 
umerous are the persons even in this me- 
tropolis, who liave derived the greatest ad- 
vantage from this remedy, which notwith- 
standing is too seldom resorted to, except 
in cases of a desperate description. 

lo 

On a review of the whole of these 
cases, it may be justly inferred, lhaljthough 
the medical powers of Electricity are far 
more efficient than ordinary remedies, yet 
they are beneficial only in certain classes 
of disease, and that they cannot, and do not 
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apply to every atag-e of malady, even of the 
class for which they are adapted. Th 
much must depend oa constitutional -te 
perament; on the age of those affected ; oa 
the state of the system ; on the mode 
its administration ; and a variety of oth 
circumstances. 
.[ 

I. First. — Those disorders which arise 
from, exhaustion, or defective energy, am 
not from irritation, or oppressed pon'C 
constitute the class of cases in which El 
tricily is most benfjicial; but it is espe 
ally applicable in torpor of the vital func- 
tions, occasioning a diminution of nervous 
and muscular action, whether arising fro] 
loo great a previous exertion of the inte 
lectual or bodily powers, or from a course 
of violent medical treatment, which togi 
tber with the disease, have shaken theco 
stitutional strength of the patient. 



on 
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Tlie electric principle is peculiarly 
seniceable in cases where it is necesKiry 
to resuscitate the latent and almost su 
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energies of animal life. But wheie a super- 

Iirrilation exists in the system, and an zn- 
direct dehility has the semblance of a 
iiirect one — where the sensorial of moving 
powers are diminished by a disorder of 
the digestive organs— depletion, and not 
Wrepietion is required. Apathy, and not 
suPEu-iHiiATiBij:,iTV} is the best criterion 
for electrical agency. Where the latter is 

I found in a great degree, to stimulate wuuM 
fee as absurd, as to load a sick siomach with 
high seasomd dishes, or to pour down the 
throat of a man labouring under indamma- 
Ik^lory fever, a profusion of ardent spirits. If 
Biorg-antc derangement shall have taken place 
"in any of the viscera, Electricity Jike every 
other mean, is uncertain ; but it is not a 
l^ittle difficult to discriminate betweenyMJit- 
l^ona/ and organic disease. To this point 
the practitioner must direct the most mi- 
liule attention, and modify his means ac- 
icordingly. 

Secondly. — In diseases of a chronic 
detcrtption^ it is necessary to the successful 
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employment of Electricity, lo ascertain 
whether the disorder be primary or secowl 
rfary. Whether the symploma be connected 
with an actual disease of the parts wher 
they are seated, or whether the disturbanc 
existing in those parts, be merely the pr 
ducts of some disease, the seat of which 
in some remote quarter of the system. Ft 
to re^rd symptoms solely^ without any 
ference to their cause, is extremely hazari 
Ous, and has often led to the most disastrot 
results,'— whereas, on the contrary, an ii 
Tesiigation into the cause of the indicatioi 
of disease, is frequently followed hy tl 
most successful results. 



• ' If a malady be sympatkettc on//, 
■electrical excitement will do little gt 
Sfithout an attention lo the distant Aisim 
bance; and where that disturbance consist 
in excess of power from vascular fulness^ i\ 
must be diminished by evacuations, befoi 
this agent can be bene6cially employed 
but where chronic congestion occurs wit! 
actual loss of power, the constitutional tone 
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must be maintaincil under the eleclrical 
Btimultis. 

Thirdly. — In cachectic and scrophuloui 
diseases. Electricity is a powerful and bc' 
Ineficial remeily. Tlie particular symptoms 
ra'hicli characterize the stages of tliese con- 
stitutional maladies, as well as the local 
l-affeetious attentlant on them, ought alwayfj 
[to be traced, not only to \\\e\v proximate 
[but to their remote causes. In mal-confor- 
lation or org^anic diseases, Electricity 
[may possibly palliate the urgent symptoms, 
[^'here there is a constitutional predisposi- 
[tion from an hereditary taint, and where the' 
iccidental causes of improper diet, bad air, 
lernicious habits, and local disturbances 
lave induced actual disease, and debility 
jnd emaciation are consequent, with a de- 
iraved state of the whole or a great part of 
[he body— we ought to distinguish the clia- 
pacterofthe debility— if it arise from in- 
lammation, venesection must first be used, 
but when from exhaustion, tonics, a regu- 
lated regimen, air, and exercise, toge- 



ther with Electricity, will form a bcDefici 
course of treatment. The peculiar p 
perties of this agent as a deobstruent in r 
moving obstructions of the lymphatic sy 
tern, in effecting- a resolution of indur 
ted g^tands, in exciting^ those torpid orga 
to perform their functions, in increasin 
the circulation, and in stimulating the ne 
Toue syBtem, will essentially aid the cur 
tive intention. But where great irritati 
exists in the system from inflammato 
action, seriously afiecting some deep seated 
parts, the electric remedy must be su 
ceded by a correspondent plan of tre 
ment, which soothes the excitable syste 

Fourthly.- — In the local application 
Electricity^ much depends on the respon 
ent capability of the subject acted on: 
the state of the system is not adequate 
local excitement t it must be oppressed 
the existence of irritation. The power 
electrical operations, must be always nice 
balanced to the susceptibility of the patie 
and never exceed his power of enduranc 
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Toillustrate these last remarks, which 
[ will be found of some importance, ! would 
4nsUnc& those cages Blindness and Deaf- 
ness, which are occasioned hy_ paraiysia of 
iiihe optic and auditory nerves — both of 
.which are really found to arise from two 
yopposite causes, yjz^ compression of the 
lerves, or defect of their energy ,- the first 
Loccafiionitig an obstruction of nervous in- 
kfluence, and the second, an exhaustion of 
wenaorial power. If the former exist, Elec- 
rtricitf , instead of being beneficial, may ag- 
gravate the malady — but if the latter, its 

(influence as a tonic appUcation, must pro- 
duce the most advantageous results, pro- 
vided no morbid change shall have takea 
place in the structure of these nerves. But 
B topical treatment, without regard being- 
had to the state of the general health— io the 
recovery of which, if lost or impaired, the 
practitioner should always direct his chief 
attention— if this I repeat be overlooked, all 
the efforts of the Electrician, however pro- 
per in oiAer respects, wilt assuredly prove 
abortive, at least in the majority of cases. 
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The great evil has been, tlml many 
injudicious practitioners, have reg-arJed 
iocal affections^ aa local diseases — an opi<- 
nion, which thoiig'h, in many cases, in ac- 
cordance with the feelings of a suffering 
patient, is often very remote from the trnth; 
For it is a well known pathological fact 
for instance, that defects, hoth of vision and 
hearing, are not unfreqncntly the mere 
consequences of some disease, seated in 
some distant organs which affect the re- 
mote parts by sympathy , The common 
delusion of considering local affections, as 
local primary disease?, has been produc*|^ 
live of great gain to many ignorant practi-^ 
tioners, as well as to a host of empirics, who 
reckoning on the credulity of the public, 
have always at hand, an infaUihle nos 
trum for every ailment. 



I 



These observations have arisen from 
a general review of the conteiils of these 
pages. They are at least plain, if tbey 
have no pretentions to the profound— thoi 
who have more leisure and diitcriminatio 
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than myself will be able to throw matiy 
new lights on this interesting branch of 
medical science, a task which when ably 
and impartially executed, would be an ob- 
ligation to mifself, and render no slight 
service to the public. 



VI. ] proceed now to enquire into the 
reasons, which have opposed the more gen- 
leral adoption of Electricity* in medical 
! practice. In adverting to this delicate part 
of my subject, I need make no osten- 
!tatious display of moftvf?, where there can 
be no just reason, for calling their piin'iy 
in question. In the Jirst edition of my 
Remarks, 1 have not been backward to 
[acquit myself of the obligations by which 
\ tome of the Members of both ColIegeSs 
'from their ^iicra/ recommendation of pa- 
tients, have been pleased to sanction my 
[practice. But in the discharge of a para- 
mount duty which 1 owe to the public, 1 
must take the liberty of observing, that 
[there has existed, and still exists, among 
\ the faculty in general, ao aversion to the 



the ignorant, and obstructing the henefi 
which the afflicted might derive from m 
dical Electricity. Nothiog, however, c 
be more unfounded than this represen' 
tion of the effects of Electricity ; but 
even a transient pain were to be endure 
who would set so trivial a suffering in co 
petition with that stale of health, whi 
alone can render life, a condition of re 
enjoyment? - But such an opinion doe* not 
deserve a serious reply — if it did, I would 
only say, read the whole of the cases in thjj 
volume, AnA atnidst all the diversities 
disease, which are there exhibited, poii 
out one in which the patient complains 
"violent shocks, or any feeling of iortiirt 
On the contrary, the operations will 
found to have been productive, almost ui 
▼eraaJly, of a glow of heatt peculiarly graU 
ful to tlie feelings of the patient. 



Another circumstance may he adverts 
to, which has not a little retarded.the pr< 
greflB of medical Electricity. Among tht 
very few who have a taste for philosophical 
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ursuits, there are still fewer, who have 
Erected their attention to the praeti- 
al bene5l9 resulting from its use. They 
liave indeed, philosophized to surfeit on 
the various theories and experiments of 
lectricity, but more with a view to afford 
ttertainment to the curious, tbati relief to 
e sick. In their ponderous volumes, 
uch haabeeo i^ritten, but for any useful 
urpose, very liltkhAS been said. Hence 
lie public have not been led to regard the 
edical powers of Electricity, of so much 
ioiportance, as to claim their attention, or 
to become a subject of their enquiries or 
convtr$ation- Those few individuals, who 
prom a view to professioaal advancement, 
have treated on this subject and enforced 
theiropinions by a collection of cases, have 
cast but liliie new lig-bt on the nature aad 
powers of Electricity. Suspicion, the com- 
|pon offspring of a weafc head, or au un-' 
amiable heart, considers works of that sort, 
as mere lures to catch the ig-norant, and 
is little disposed to credit any testimony, 
matter how strong- and respectable 



in favour of medical Electricity, or an 
other discovery, however important, tlia 
can by any possibilily he traced to a selfish 
source. Jlence the writers, aware of thi" 
unworthy feeling and vulgar prejudice, 
have contented themselves with addressin 
their ohservations to invalids, who in the' 
sfate of sufFering-, seek only a restoratxo 
to health, without at all regarding the phi 
losophy of a remedy, that has realized the' 
Tvishes. 

There is another class of persons, sub- 
jects of chronic diseases^ who having" had 
for years recourse to various medical means 
for recovery without success, have when 
their disorders are coitfirmed> and when 
ortrftnic deraii^emeni has rendered relief 
liopeless, vainly sought at last, a remedy, 
from Electricity. Such persons, have been 
generally recoramended, by patients who 
hrid tlicmselves experienced an unexpected 
and extraordinary cure ; but amidst the 
fieinsions of hope, the dissimifariit/ of the 
cases is overloohidi the powers of medical 



lectricity are overrated^ aod it is found, 
lat tbough tliey can cure what other 
eans cannot reach, they are not compe- 
nt to create what is wanting. There is 
nother description of persons slill more 
nreasonable, who being disappointed in 
heir extravagant expectatiom of a sudden 
cnret become the victims of their own impa- 
tience, and yielding to a feeling of despon- 
dency, fly to some other remedy ; but to tn) 
wicaru, will their fretful peevishness allow 
them to give a fair trial. Of this kimi, 1 
have met with many instances, not only pre- 
judicial to ray own practice, but oi gross in- 
ustice towards sfuera^ of the most judicious 
practitioners. Thus medical Electricity, or 
any other remedy, may without a fair trial 
be reputed iinavailingy by the reports of 
ikesG weak, wavering, and restless invalids. 

These, and other obstacles, to the 
general adoption of Electricity, are but 
trifling, when compared with the formida- 
ble opposition it has for years met with, 
IVom the professors of the healing art. 



This has been particularly the case in thl 
Country, thoug^h the same conduct hasn 
prevailed on the Continent, where Electri 
city is very generally employed, as a me 
dicaJ remedy. The philosophy and mod 
operandi, have been so little attended 
or understood, that the practitioners wh 
have employed it as a remedy for huma 
diseases, by confining themselves to th 
administration of shocks, have hroug 
Electricity into discredit. Even the am 
able Franklin, the Father of the scien 
being- a stranger to its medical powers, i 
his benevolent anxiety to cure the prcv 
lent diseases among the American Indian 
though he succeeded in some instanc 
yet gave such tremendous shocks, th 
many of them fled from the remedy, 
from an earthquake, and took shelter i 
their native woods. With all these disa 
vantages, still the surprising cures, whi 
were performed even by the indiscrimina 
use of Electricity, acquired for this ne 
philosophical remedy, a reputation, whic 
awakened the jealousy of some medical p 



ta, who employed the whole of their 
'nflueiice, lo counteract; the popular predi- 
ection in its favour. With this view, the 
ures were disputed^ and the beneficial 
ffects of Electricily, in aittf case denied, 
Oiigh attested by enlightened men of the 
trictest integrittf ; among whom were to 
t foundyphilosopkerSi divines, and some of 
e most eminent, of the medical profes- 
"on. 

*l 

t At last, Dr. H — , of Shrewsbury, the 
hampion of the Anti-electricians, under- 
ok to ascertain the truth by experiment; 
d to report to his brethren the result of 
is discoveries. Accordingly he published 
n account of his experiments, in which he 
lated he had carried them to the fidlest ex- 
nt ou paralysed limbs, but without' suc- 
ess ; and these failures he bad the modesty 
offer as proofs infallibiE, of the pernicious 
fleets of Electricity in medical practice, 
'nder the sanclion of tliia man, who could 
arcely be acquainted with tLe princi/jlcsi 
nd certainly not at all with the modus 
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operandi of electrical treatment, mulUtudt 
became converts to hisi opinion — thus 
munstrating the ti'uth o( an observatior 
' that where private interest is permitfe 
to influence the judgment, reason atid ai 
gutnent may be employed Id vain.' 



The causes which impede the progrea 
of Electricity in tfte prestnt datf, are %\ 
indiJJ'erence or opptmlion of the facutl] 
It is no less singular than true, that thei 
are to be found many intelligent private ii 
dividuals, better acquaiiited with the phil< 
sopliy •■AuA medical uses of Electricity, tht 
most of the faculty. It has been suggests 
to me by those whose veracity is unques- 
tionable, that many praclitionets, and so: 
too of high sonntiing names, have iiev 
directed their attention to the science, at 
of course, it cannot be expected that th 
should recomrnenti a remedy, of wiiich th 
know not/ling^ but from common repo 
Others of the faculty, having- knonu th 
evils which have resulted from the injud' 
cious employment of Electricity by mcd 



etent hands, have therefore determined not 
advise its application in any case. 



Amongf the general class of pracliliod- 
rs, which unite the braachea of Surfer//, 
idwifery^ and Pharmacy^ and which re- 
uire constant attention and daily visits, it 
Is scarcely possible that the science of Elec- 
ricity can be either cultivated or cora- 
ined with the medicinal remedies of oi'di- 
ary practice. From thia cause it ie, that 
umble mechanics, and other uneducated 
■ndividuals, have undertaken the adminis- 
' ration of Electricity, under the direction 
f some ApQlhecaryj who to all practical 
purposes, know as much of the mod/ts ope- 
rundi of electrical application, as M#ir 
Grinders at the wheel. Professional jea- 
lously cannot brook the indignity, which 
;Soine Electricians of this stamp have cast on 
the healinjf art. 

Numerous cases have occurred in ray 
ow n experience where medicines had com- 
pUuly failed, and is which Electricity ae 



completely succeeded. In such cases it hi 
frequently happened, that the success hi 
been ascribed by the patienlSj to the hant 
that operated, rather than to the head 
directed the means. Tkis way of decryinj 
and mortifying merit, ha& not a lUtl 
encreased the list of opponents to £lee 
Iriciti/. 



I could, were it decorous, easily poii 
to the conduct of some public and liTiog 
characters, towards a meritorious indivi 
dual, now no more ; who was a reguh 
bred Surgeon at one of the hospitals, am 
who was most unkindly treated by soi 
of his medical brethren, because he h£ 
the daring- hardihood of saving many 
miserable patient from the tortures of th« 
knife, by the application of Electricityl 
This success raised agaiust him a powerful 
combination to run him down, as aa ei 
pirical practitioner. 



In the hoBpital and dispensary prac 
iice. Electricity has been most injudici< 



ou^^ly ad ministered. It has been coDsigned 
to improper liands — to persons who are 
strangers to its philosophy, or applicability 
in human diseases. The apparatus, too, 
generally used in lliose places, and where 
they are certainly most wanted, are mere 
medical toys, Ht only to adminiiiter shocks 
—seldom kept in order, and as seldom em- 
ployed : unless, as I have been informed on 
g-ood authority, as a diversion for the pu- 
pUs, who were sometimes amused by the 
infliction of pain on the lazif invahd, whose 
continuance in the bouse of affliction, had 
become no longer desirable — or on females 
whose delicacy of sex has been too often 
overlooked and outraged^ in its pretended 
beneficial uses. That this was the fact 
some years ago, I state from the declaration 
of one of those very pupils, to whom was 
consigned the application of this remedy ; 
bill I sliould hope no such abuses at pre- 
sent exist in any of our public institutions. 

The venai age in which we live, and the 
mercenary trading spirit which pervades 



the whole circle of society, and which ' 
but too glaringlif conapicuous eveu in th 
more eUvaled rank of professional pursui 
— have degraded the practice of inedicin 
into a ' Guinea Trade,' and rendered 
subservient !d the interests of a race 
petty venders of drugs And chymicals. 
is really lamentable, that medical m 
should be under the necessity ofobtainin 
remuneration for skill, attenlion, and an 
iely, from the mere sale of medicines. I) 
the Legislature interposed to wipe off tli 
rtproachivQm the practice of Surgeon-Ap 
Ihecaries, the advantages resulting to bo 
the practitioner and the atAicted, wou 
have been found to be great and importan 

Electricity being thus opposed, to tl 
interests of Apothecaries, cannot be expe 
ted to meet from ikem^ any thing like co 
dial encouragement. From ikis quarter 
therefore, and for this reason a writer o 
the last century, who was at once Historia 
Philosopher, and Divine, anticipated t" 
most formidable opposition to the progre 
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jf medical Electricity. A contemporary 
liad remarked — that the electrical method 
)f treating disorders, could not be expected 
[to arrive at any coasiderable degree of per- 
[fectioii, till administered and applied by 
the Gentlemen of the faculty, * Nay then/ 
laid he, 'all my hopes are at an end — for 
^hen will it be administered and applied 
'by them ? Not till the Gentlemen of the 
faculty have more regard lo the interests 
l^ibf their neighbours, than their omi. At 
least, not till there are no Apothecaries iu 

I the land, or till Physicians are independent 
of them !' 
V To this general censure, severe and 
just as it is in many respects, 1 am bound 
and pkased to observe, there are a number 
_ of exceptions. I know viany respectable 
HAputhecaries, who have exemplified in their 
Bdealings that noblt spirit, which has more 
Bvegard to the interests of their neighbours 
than their own. This exception too, ap- 
ilies with equal truth, to many trufjf 
tcierilijic and benevoient Physicians and 



Surgeons — but the censure, strong as 
is, must remain in full force against thos 
whose motives of action can only be know 
to omniscience and to themselves. 

Electricity is no less oppoaed to t 
interests of Surgeoaa and Physiciane. 
young practitioner, in prescribing this r 
medy» however applicable to the diaea- 
would not find himself by so doing exac 
in the high road to fame and fortune, H' 
prescription would neitlier reach the Ap 
thecaty, nor Cliy mist, and with the illiher 
part of hia brethren, he would be stigm 
tized as empirical. Thus in the very ou 
set of his professional career, bis na 
would he blighted by envy. As to 
established practitioner, it can scarcely 
expected that he should be called iii 
an Apothecary, if no medicines are pr 
acribed ; and even a Surgeon, cannot ha 
to add much^ either to his profits or rep 
tation^ by recommending electrical ope 
tions and transferriughis patient theca 
of another. The case has commonly 
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that ihose afRicted invalids who have re- 
sorted to Electricity, were themselves the 
first to propose to their medical attendants 
a trial of its powers. If the suggestion be 
not accompanied by a strong desire on the 
part of the patient, tt is seldom acceded to 
till the materia medica is exhausted. Thus 
the application of an efficient remedy may 
be sometimes delayed till disease becomes 
"ncurable. But when the suifering patient 
at last tired with the slow process of or- 
inary treatment—when all hopes of a cure 
re fled, he is then advised with becoming 
gravity, to try a few applications of Elec- 
tricity, and if no good should immediately 
ult, to desist, and go into the country, 
to some watering place, where his 
medical guide usually visits in his summer 
excursions. 
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There are others of the medical pro- 
fession, still lees covert in their opposition 
to Electricity — who assign no reason, em- 
ploy no argument in support of their opi- 
uious, but content themselves with a dig- 
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ni6ed shrug of disapprobation, or with 
Seoul -of contempt. That- mah 'knows no' 
thipg' of human nature; who- thinks tha' 
this kind of ridicuM, comisg from tioknotv 
ledged authorities, can do Uttle harm-^ii 
has such an influence iia- weak minds, 
no powers of reasooitig, no evidence 
facta, can ceunl<rt-a;et The poor patieu 
from the dupe/ becomes the viclitn, tit 
death loo often closing; the scene," dispe 
the deJusioR.. It cannot be supposed that- 
these remark* proceed from envy, ■ or-fi 
any mean or selfleh motive." Iflprefet: 
my own to the interests of man/cind 
should have' preserve tij/oliiical. taeitu 
nity, aiul not have rwrt the risk ofprti/e*- 
sionai ditpieasurle^ c ■ 



that' 



These observatious, however, have a 
reference lo opposition founded on honest 
doubts, or even to ignorant misconception. 
If, wherfif fiiilure in electrieat' applicati 
has disappointed the hopes of the patien 
it con i>e's[»w>n, thatit vvus wholly owi 
to the, inefiicacy of the remedy, Suchft 
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statement, right or wrongv is «Qtitled to 
respectful attention. It may happen in 
8uqh a c^se, as ia many others, .that while 
the premises are just, the conplusioa is er* 
roneous. T() ihe'ohjections-cf suoh-aip op- 
jionent, -however much mistakeur I fihould 
listen with alteation, and by calm reason- 
ing', endeavour to remove liis , doubts, and 
even his prejudices. 

There are .qnqpe8;ioiial))y;Soaie:.men5 
enthusiast^ in ;(n.^die}ne, aB.>f£ll.aa religion 
—men, who agaipst ^i^.pla^jn eyideupe of 
facts, continue to beheve iii the almost mi* 
raculous virtues of a particular remedy, 
Vhich though useful in some cases, yet 
■when taken, to. excess, is in pay case pre- 
ju^icialj anij .QftendangerogB. , It in this 
ppintof vie*Va I regard a late martyr to the 
Tise of tfa/oOT*/,, for which be entertained so 
strong a predil^Qtion* and took, in such 
quantities, that he laid, in his own case, the 
foundation of premature decay, and an ear- 
ly death. But the abuse of any thing, is no 
argument against its nse — it only proves, 



what indeed requires no proof at all, tiia 
excessive indulgence in that, which take 
moderately would Operate as a powerfi 
aniidute, may when used to excess becom 
our poison. Before n e can justly accoun 
for the failure of Electricity (or any oth 
remedy) there are ai variety of circumstan 
ces, which previousiy require to be care 
fully considered. 

Firsts the nature of the disorder* th 
state of the patient, the circumstances con 
nected with hiscooatitutional temperameD 
and the applicability of the remedy to h' 

Secojtdlif, Whether, if the remedy, h 
been applicable, dueperseverance has bee 
shown by the patient ? Whether other m 
tlicineshave been administered, which ma 
have defeated the beneficial effects of 
electrical excitement ? 

Thirdljf, Whether the Electrical App 
ratuB were of a kind to do juttice to 



operation, and the practitioner iuffidendy 
master of the modm operandi, to produce 
the desired effect ? 

When these circiimstsqiceS; coDnected 
with the patient, the practitioner, aod the 
apparatus, are duly atieuded to, the fail- 
ures of the electrical stimulus will be fully 
explained. 

Though 1 am convinced hy long ob- 
ervation, that medical men in general, 
from their education, habits, and deep re- 
sponsibility, possess aa great integr il^, prac- 
'4t€ai i}iriuet and genuine humanittf^ as any 
liody of men— yet it is no detraction from 
l^heir general merit to atisert, that there are 
some, who are strangers to the influence of 
these feelings, and rather devote them- 
selves to. the trade than to tbe science of 
physic. It is by this classof practitioners, 
and this ahney that impediments of every 
kind, have been thrown in the way of 
tnedical improvement ; and, wlio without 
nihility to appreciate the powers of £Iec- 



tricity, tiave been uniform and incessant i 
coDdemning^ its use. 

I could mention some curious ane 
dotee illustrative of these observations, h 
a sense of delicacy forbids the attempt, 
"ivould not intentionallif wound tbe feelin 
of any man — besides, it is only with I 
professional views and conduct of th 
Gentlemen I am concerned, and in wlii 
the publicy have a much greater interes 
than my&elf- 

Feeling the responsibility of that sacr 
trust of health, reposed in my bumb 
judgment, 1 am resolved never to place a 
patient under tbe operation of Electricit 
whoever may recommend him, unless I 
a rational convictioD, (hat my remedies ' 
adapted to his case^, and that a benefici 
result is at least probable. Though I m 
feel t!te highest respect and particular obi' 
gation, to those medical Gentlemen, 
may from time to time, send me patien 
for electric and galvanic operations, yet 



expect to be allowed to exercise my own 
piivate judgment, and if I find the cases 
not adapted to my means of cure, or that 
the diseases have past that stage, where re- 
covery might be anticipated, 1 shall feeljt 
my duty to decline any professionalintei'- 
ference. To the truth of this declaration, T 
could easily muster a host of credible wit- 
nesses, whom in their applications to me, 
have met with the same painful refusal to 
their solicitations. 

Before I conclude these remarks, I 
cannot sufficiently reprobate the use of 
those Electrical Machines, which are ma- 
nufactured solely for the purpose of g-ain^ 
under the pretence of supplying an effici- 
ent apparatus for medical purposes. This 
base mercenary spirU of trade, passes ofi' 
insigni^cant Elecir 'walBauhieSt as efficient 
machines, though they can administer no- 
thing but shocks. Thus, for the sake of 
eriraya^ajii and almost extortionate profits, 
are these medical playthings, Imposed upon 
the public. 



Sensible that even experience, com- 
bined with the ^eatest skill, can be o 
little avail without a perfect apparatus, I. 
employ a machine of the greatest magni- 
tude, the cylinder of which is the largest 
that was ever made in thismetropolisi aod. 
which on the whole, is in alt respects com- 
pletely adapted to the purposp. With this 
machine, so constructed, I can, by com- 
manding' the combined operations described 
in the preceding pages, produce such be- 
neficial results, as it would be absurd to 
expect from those in common use; and 
that too, without subjecting the patient to 
either pain or danger. 

In short, after all the objections tha 
ignorance or prejudice have, or can urge 
ag-ainst the efficacy of Electricity, I may 
honestly atlirui, that rio medical means 
havie yet been found so efficient, or so 
EXPEDITIOUS, io the cure of diseases to 
which! its powers are applicable. \^'ilh 
equal sincerity 1 can safely add, that few 
remedies are so agreeable when admini 



tered Willi judgment, and none attended 
with leas mischief, when ttta improperly 
applied. This is a consideration of no 
trivial import in favour of Electricity. 
Can 60 much be truly said of any other 
known means in medical practice ? What 
mi^Aif^ mischiefs have been produced by 
the lam^et, leeches, blisters^ and cupping f 
What direful eiFects have resulted from the 
use of that herculean remedy, mercury,! 
What fatal consequences have followed 
the administration of opium, by uns^kilful 
practitioners ! Let these circumstances be 
duly considered, and the only conctusioa 
which a candid and judicious mind can 
draw from the whole, will be— thai thia 
philosophical treatment, by electrical ageu- 
cy» ia one of 'heaven's best gifts to suf- 
fering humanity.' For the truth of these 
observations I need not trust wholly to my 
ftwn experience, though that has neither 
been short nor HmiUed — my opinion ia 
fully borne out by the decisive testimony 
of many eminent writers, whose names 
will be iuserted at the end of tbl$ book. 
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Should this humble Tolume, fall into 
the hands of lhose» who with a compe? 
tent portion of philosophical and medical 
knowledge, possess the nueans and the de 
sire to render it subservient to the interest 
of humanity, such persona Iwill Jiave m 
ttKi6K^A( assistance, to carry so bpneyole 
a desig^n into execution. If they shQuld u. 
disposed, to extend their humane, assistanc 
to the afflicted poor, either by introdflcin 
electrical practice into Dispensaries, or b 
forming- an institution for that purpose— m 
aid shall not be wanting. To auch an un 
dertaking, either in To^n or Country, 
shall most hearlUi/ ^fibrd my assistance, i 
gising- every necessaiy direction* for th 
proper administration of the electrical re 
medies. The various Institutions esta 
bliahcd in this Metropolis, for the relie 
of the poor and the cure of the diseased 
is consolatdTV proof, that the want of ch 
rilabie feilitt^, cannot be ranked ^mon 
the vices of the age, and surely nevpr ca 
that feeling.be enlisted in a better cause, 
than in carrying such a plan as ia here sug- 
gested into effect. 
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As Electricity and Galvanism are so 
closely connected with the animal func- 
'tioDS of healtli, and as they have so much 
influence in many diseases, it is highly 
probable that in the progress of knowledge, 
they will be found of still more importance, 
not only in Physiology, but also in the 

I treatment of disorders to which they have 
not been yet applied — and I cannot but 
flatter myself^ that some useful improve- 
ments will result to medical science, and 
benefits to Jmmanitjf from the diligent pro- 
secuiion of the subject which 1 have at- 
tempted to illustrate. I should hail with 
rapture the dawn of that happy day, beau- 
tifully described by a modern writer of 
[great talent and philanthrophy — * When 
[Learning shall be greatly increased and 
le useful Sciences be /«% understood— 
[■when Professions shall be pursued for the 
(ie«£^7 of mankind — and ELECTtticiTV ar- 
rive at that standard of perfection* ' When 
the tempest shall loose all its force, and 

[the LIGHTENING ALL ITS TERROHS,* 



OBSERVATIONS on GALVANISM, 



Prior to my commencing the writing- of 
this Volume, 1 had intended to give a l>rief 
elucidation of (ialvanism^ aa the most im- 
portant branch in the science of Electricity; 
but the present work having swelled to a 
size much hejond my original design, does 
not now allow me space, in what is thought 
to be a convenient form of puhlication, to 
do any thing- like justice, to so interesting a 
subject. 1 haTCj therefore, thought U bel- 
ter to reserve the medical powers of Gal- 
Tank agency, for a separate work, in which. 
1 shall endeavour to develope its character, 
and illustrate its efticacy, in a diversified 
class of the very worst of human maladies. 
When thisi task is accomplished, 1 shall 
have the satisfactiou to know, that I Iiave 
done my utmost to call the attention of 
the faculty to salutary and etlicieut reme- 
dies, at present but little understood, and 
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lest countenanced — and to have afforded 
to the afflicted fresh grounds of hope for 
recoreiy, from even many diseases^ now 
deemed hopeless. The writers on Galvan- 
ism, have been very far from successful, in 
displaying its extraordinary powers to .wdk 
vantage^and as- to those recent expeiif 
ments on dead bodies, , they hare ionly exbi? 
bited tbe folly of tbose who madelbiran, and 
have increased tbe prejudices of the weak 
and timid against a remedy, which wUen 
judiciously applied, would mere than aqy 
other, stay the ravages of disease^ 

The plan I mean to pursue in theicUSfi 
cussionof this subject, is to give a xionciae 
lusiLory of tbe discovery of Galyani, and 
its subsequent progress towands ita present 
dtate of improvement — to notice its philon 
sophical powers, as applied to various use- 
ful purposes — to point out its medical effi- 
cacy in those diseases to which it has not 
been heretofore applied ; and lastly, to state 
the uses I have made of its powers in disor- 
ders of the vital oi^ns, and to illustrate 
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tlie success atlendiug that practice, by nu- 
merous remarkable cases, the truth of which 
will be attealetl by the most unquestionable 
testimony. Many of the patients that will 
be referred to, reside in and near the Me- 
tropolis, and their cures are of so recent a 
date, that they have all occurred within the 
last three years. M hen I first discovered 
the power of Galvanism^ in iadigesdon, 
torpor of the liver, and conslipalion^ it ap- 
peared to me of io much importance, that 
it deserved to be marked as a new and 
happy ero, in medical history. 1 bailed 
with delight a discovery, which promised 
to supply an efficient substiiuie ior mercurift 
which I may safely venture to affirm, has 
done more mischief to mankind, than any 
other article io the materia medica. That 
Uercnlean remedy, the great stay and sup- 
fiort of ordinary practice, has been from its 
injudicious exhibition, productive of more 
cases of torpid liver, nervous dehility^ and 
^ayed teeth, than any other, or all other 
'ineral poisons, in proof of the truth of 
this remark, I need only advert to the 



amazing increase of Dentists, most of who 
are in fuH practice, and realizing lar 
fortunes. To he toothless, however, is bu 
a trijling misfortune when compared wit' 
mant/ oi/i^r aufferings, which calomel 
the blue pill have entailed on the hum 
race. 

* If other errors in medical practice ca 
be said to have ' slain their tbousat>ds, ml 
omel has slam its tens of thousands.* 
the pernicious and destructive use of mcr 
cmial preparations can be superseded b 
the genial influence of a natural excitan' 
■what devastation of constitutional vigou 
might not be prevented? This great desi 
dersitum, I feel confident in asserting-, h 
been obtained ; for I have had the since 
satisfaction to find by experience, that, i 
a variety of cases, in which mercury ha 



* The following Observntions are eKtratcted ffoio 1 
first Bdilion of my Hemarka an Galv<jn is in— Published 
June ISia — Subsequent Experience of the Efficacy of G 
vanism has fully coDfirmedtbeopinion 1 then advanced. 



been used in vain^ the Galvanic treatment 
has completely succeeded. 1 have tried its 
■effects not only in asthoia, but in Dyspep- 
sia^ Chronic Hepatitis., and Constipation 
■with complete success. Several patients who 
'had laboured under the former complaint 
finorc than twenty years, were relieved by 
the first operation, and cured icithin a few 
Vfeel-s. But in Dyspepsia the curative pow- 
■ers of Galvanism have been so astonishing^ 
aa even to surpass my own expectation. 
Numerous cases of Dyspepsia, combined 
hvitli the most distressing symptoms— it'iiA 
palsy, hypocondria^ vertigo, deafness, im- 
paired vision, and a train of other afflicting- 
'maladies, have been cured in a short time. 
I therefore feel justified in averting- that 
;the whole Materia Medica may be searched 
in vain to find such a Panacea as the Gat' 
vanic influence, in torpor of the stomach, 
liver, and bowels, 

I If so important a benefit can be oU- 
tained by so harmless a natural stimulus 
as Galvanism, ^vhich so far from exciting 
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toy pMnAil feeling, whenpropeily d^rectedi 
{ilrodacfes lonly a kindly geni^ glow in tht 
region of the fttomacfa, liver, and boviels-^ 
ho* pr^rable must soch a reme dy ^rore 
to ntnf mercurial pi-eparatioDb, which set 
ttdni fell to sap the foundation of the 
tvhtat constitution, to hairy on prematmt 
old age, and not unfrtquently produce nut 
den death. On this part of the subject 
Irt'iAe following opinicm of Dr. Trotte- 
be barefnily perused, whom for aamtiic 
views, for profound skill, and vast e:q»eri- 
ekice, is not excelled by any Physician of 
modem times. 

Dr. Trotter on tub nbrtous teh- 
PEUAMENT states it as his decided opinioa, 
that ' Mercury is the most dangerous of all 
frequent purges, it sooner exhausts the irri- 
tability and vital power of the intestines, 
than any other metallic oxide except Ar- 
senic — it never fails in Ihe end to add to 
the disease — volumes have been written on 
diseases supposed to have originated from 
the use of mercury in Lues Teherea-— yet 



stranjge.to relate, ito commiHi coiutqutmui 

Hfysptptie andnervoui affectiontf are scarce^ 
\y meationed. I firmly beliieve all the de- 
rangements which it occasions in the bodyi 
ane snuUl when compared with the it^'uiy 
done to the nervout mfttem aHd 'tligtstive 
potters — yet some Pbywcians and Surgeons 
fly, eyen in common cases to one of its 
Boost dangerous preparations hydrar. mur. 
and seem to overlook its ultimate tffeeth 
on the constitation. It has often been my 
lot to witness these effects in the practice 
of others, for .of Jifty thousand cases of 
Lues venerea which I have attended, I am 
ctrnvinced not one of the number required 
this acrid mercurial — HoemoptisiB ending 
in Phthisis was a frequent sequel to this 
treatment.-^He further observes — • that in 
what are termed bilious, liver, and stomw:h 
eoUiplaints — ^if much nervous predisposition 
exists, mercury must do a great deal of 
harm, and add to the mischief, fbr this mt" 
neral after long use, besides exhaitsting the 
niervott* energy, is known to afifect the bonet, 
andrender them friable. A powm s&iMbtile 
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tacy pUnflilfeeliifg, when-pn^toly diveetedi 
pirodaces btily a kindly genial g:1cnr in iki 
region of the Stomach, liver, and bowtelt-^ 
ho^ pi^eferAble must «ach a remed y ^rofe 
to ntty mercurial pk«piuationk, which set 
Sdni fiul to wap the foun^oHoa the ntwi 
tditat eonstitutiont to hurry on prematun 
old age^ and not unfrtquentty prodtiee mm^ 
^en deaih. On this part of the subject, 
lefUke foltowing opinion of Dr.- Trottw 
be darefiilly perused, wfaom for iioiaitifie 
views* for profound skill, and vastexperi< 
ehce, is not excelled by antf Phynciani^ 
modem times. 

Dr. Trotter os tub nbbtous teh- 
FEUAMENT states it as his decided opinion, 
that ' Mercury is the most dangerous of alt 
frequent purges, it sooner exhausts the tm> 
idbility and vital power of the intestines, 
than any other metallic oxide except An 
senic — it never fails in the end to add\o 
the disease — volumes have been written on 
diseases supposed to have oHginated from 
the use of mercury in Lues venerea— yet 



Btraiige.to relate^ itovnnnuw eokuqai^ve^i 
Dy»peptie andnervoui affectiotu, are ficarce* 
1; meatipoed. : I firmly believe fttl the de- 
rangemeata which it occasions in &e bocljfi 
«m tmall when oompared with the itijuyy 
done to the nervou$ qrtlem aHd digeativt 
powers — yet some Physicians and Surgeons 
fly, even in common cases to one of its 
most dangerous preparations kydmr, mur. 
aqd seem to overlook its ultimate tffieti 
on the constitation. It has often been my 
kit to witness these effects in the practice 
of others, for .of Jifty thousand cases of 
Lues venerea which 1 have attended, I am 
convinced not one of the number required 
this acrid mercurial — Hoemoptisis ending 
in Phthisis was a frequent sequel to thi^ 
Ireatment.-i-He further observes — * that in 
w4iat are termed bilious, liver, and stomach 
ebfliplainte — if much nervous predisposition 
exitts, mercury must do a great deal of 
Adtrtn, and add to the mischief, fot this int- 
neral after long use, besides exhaitsfing the 
nervous energy^ is known to affect the bonee, 
andrender them friable. ApoiBonflffrflUbtile 



tey phinfbl ftwling, wbenproperly Aiectedi 
|rt«diices only a kindly genial glow in tfat 
regiofi of the stomach, liver, and bovlelt-* 
ho^ pirieferftble must uach a remedy ^rove 
to afnf mercurial p)*eparaUonlK, which let 
dam foil 10 $ap tht foundiUion of the naat 
tdlimit constitution, to huiry on premature 
old age, and not unfrbquently produce auU 
riei^ fleath. On this part of the subject^ 
let'the folbwingr opinion of Dr. Trotter 
be bardully perused, whom for M»Hitific 
views, for profound skill, and vast ezperi- 
ehce, is not excelled by any Physician 
modem times. 

Dr. Trotter on tue nervous tem- 
perament states it as his decided opinion, 
that ' Mercury is the most dangerous of all 
frequent purges, it sooner exhausts the im- 
idbility and vital power of the intestinest 
than any other metallic oxide except Ar- 
senic — it never fails in the end to addio 
the disease — volumes have been written ou 
diseases supposed to have originated from 
the use of mercury in Lues venerea— yet 



stmiige.to relate, itiwommon aAse^utweni 
Xlffftpepiie and nervous affectiom, are scarce^ 
\y meDtipned. : I firmly beliisTe all the de- 
rangements which it occasions in tiie bodyi 
we small when compared with the injufy 
vhne to the nervous system ahd digestme 
powers — yet some Pby^icians and Surgeons 
fly, even in common cases to one of its 
most dangerous preparations hydrar, mur. 
aqd seem to overlook its ultimate effeeth 
on the coDstitDtion. It has often bieen my 
lot to witness these effects in the practice 
of others, for .of fifty thousand cases oi 
Lues veneriea which I have attended, I am 
c<mTinc^ not one of the number required 
this acrid mercurial — HcBmoptina ending 
in Phthisis was a frequent sequel to this 
treatment.-^He further observes — • that in 
w^t are termed bilious, liver, and stomach 
eioflnplunts — if much nervous predisposition 
eanists, mercury must do a great deal of 
harm, and add to the mischief, fot this mi- 
neral after long use, besides exhaUsting th^ 
nervous energy, is known to afifeCt the hones, 
andrenderihem friable, A poison s&itobtile 
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iny phlnflil feeling, wben-properiy dtreetedi 
pirodnces only a kindly geniid glow m ikk 
region of tbe stomach, liver, and bowlelt-^ 
hoW prieferftble must -such a remedy |trore 
to any nercarial pk^parationh, which set 
ttdni 0Eiil 1o Mp tht foundation of the moat 
tii^fiiMl consfttofion, to htfiry on premature 
old age\ and not unfrequently produce ntit 
den death. On this part of the subject, 
let'the foltowing opinion of Dr.: Trotter 
be barefiilly perused, whom for scmitifie 
Views, for profound skill, and vastexpai- 
ehce. is not excelled by any Physician of 
modem times. 

Dr. Trotter on the nertoits tbm- 
pEKA.MENTStates it as his decided opinion, 
that * Mercury is the most dangerous of all 
frequent purges, it sooner exhausts the irri- 
tability and vital power of the intestines, 
than any other metallic oxide except Ar- 
senic — it never fails in the end to add to 
the disease — volumes have been written on 
diseases supposed to have originated from 
the use of mercury in Lues reaerea— yet 
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strange to relate^ it» tommon cohtequimie^i 

ZJff^ptie andnervous afecttong, arescarcei- 
ly meatipned. : I firmly beliieve all the de* 
rangements which it occiEi8ion& in the bodyi 
«» small when oompared with the injufy 
dtme to the nervou* ^ttetn and digestive 
powers — yet some Pbytiicians and Sui^eonB 
fly) .even in common cases to one of its 
most dangerous preparations hydrar, mur; 
end Bieem to overlook its ultimate effietk 
on the constitution. It has often been my 
lot to witness these effects in the practice 
of others, for .of Jifty thousand cases oi 
Lues venerea which I have attended} 1 am 
convinced wtt one of the number required 
this aiDrid mercurial — Hoemoptisig ending 
in Phthisis was a frequent sequel to thi^ 
treatment.^He further observes—* that in 
w^at are termed bilious, liver, and stomach 
eiOAiplaints — it much nervous predisposition 
exists, mettiury must do a great deal of 
harrn^ and add to the mischief, fb^ this mt*- 
neral after long use, besides exha'usfing the 
nervous energy t is known to affect the bones, 
undrender them friable. A poison ti&aklbtlle 



any painiVl feeling-, when properly directed^ 
produces only a kindly genial ^low in thi 
region of the stomach, liver, and bowels—* 
how preferable must such a remedy prove 
to any mercurial preparations, which seU 
dom fail to sap the foundation of the mo~ 
robust constituiion, to hurry on prematur 
old og-f, and not unfrcquently produce sud' 
den death. On this part of the subjcc 
let the following opinion of Dr. Trott 
be carefully perused, whom for scientifie 
views, for profound skill, and vast experi 
ence, is not excelled by any Physician 
modem times. 

•*■ Dr. Trotter ON Tub nervous tem 
t»i:KAMENTstaleB it as his decided opinio 
that • Mercury is the most dangcrms of a 
frequent purg-es, it sooner exhausts the irri 
tabilHy and oi/o/ power of the intestine, 
than any other metallic oxide except Ar' 
senic — it never fails in ihe end to add t 
the disease — volumes have been written o 
diseases supposed to have originated fro 
the use of mercury in Lues venerea— y 



Btrange to relate, its common consequences^ 
Dyspeptic andnetvous affections, are scarce- 
ly mentioned. I firmly believe ali the de- 
rangements which it occasions in the body, 
are smfl^/ when compared with the injury 
done to the nervous system and digestive 
powers — yet some Physicians and Surgeons 
fly, even in common cases to one of its 
most dangerous preparations hydrar, mur. 
and seem to overlook its ultimate effects 
on the constitution. It has often been my 
lot to witness these effects in the practice 
of others, for of Jifltf thousand cases of 
Lues venerea which 1 have attended, I am 
convinced not one of the number required 
this acrid mercurial — Hcemoptisis ending; 
in Phthisis was a frequent sequel to this 
treatment.— He further observes—* that in 
what are termed bilious, liver, and stomach 
complaints — if jjimcA nervous predisposition 
exiits^ mercury must do a great deal of 
harm, and add to the mischief, for this mi- 
neral after long' use, besides exhausting the 
nervous energ/f, is known to affect the bones, 
and render them friable. A poison so subtile 



and active, thus consumes the vigour 
the body, and brings on premature senility. 
These hideous effects are most probably 
produced by the mercurial oxide first tte- 
praving the digestive poKert, preventing 
assimilation of the chyle and vitlating saQT' 
giiificalion.' — Such are the distressing and 
destructive efTects ascribed to mercury .by 
ii writeTi who had the best of all possible 
opportunitieft of forming a correct opi- 
nion on the subject, from the high official 
situation he lony; held of Phi/sician to the 
Fleet. This vie^v of a matter of such vi- 
tal importance to the heaUb» happiness and 
life of man is by no means soltltf snstained 
by the autliority of Dr. Trotter great as 
that authority unquestionably deserves to 
be held. It is also the opinion of the most 
eminent of the faculty, that many of the 
disorders incident to the human frame, ori- 
ginate in the deranged state of the sto- 
mach and boiDels. Hence their first pre- 
scriptions are generally designed to clear 
ihe prima via^ and excite their poivevs to 
healthful action. In this just view then 



of medical science, whal can be more safe 
and effectual than Uie employment of an 
agent which inslantli/ grapples with dis- 
ease at its source, and the operation of 
which is even agreeable to the feelings. 

The benefits which medical Electri- 
city and particularly Galvanism, are adap- 
ted to confer on the afflicted, cannot long 
remain a matter of doubt and scepticism 
with an^;- description of persona. They will 
by their power and efficacy, soon speat ia 
a language not to be misunderstood, and 
growing confidence ^rill banish stubborn 
'incrednlily. 

Much as I detest empirical and despe- 
rate remedies, I am scarcely less averse to 
those which are inefficient^ because their 
very neutrality gives a truce to the inroads 
||kof disease, before a harrier can be raised 
Bto oppose the ruin of the con&titution. 1 
Bam therefore in candour bound to state, 

* TliGse remarks arc cxtractetl froo) lay work on the 
yewer* and medical uia of the Aib-Pumf Vafodii-Bath, 
published September, Jftlgp, 



tfiat prior to the first edition of my ' Oh 
nervations on the Air-Pump Vapoiir-Batb 
Factitious Airs, Stc' ! met with some work 
on the utility of Oxygen apd other Gasses 
as efficient medical agents in the cure o 
Tarious diseases, and those too which cam 
more immediately within my line of prac- 
tice> These philosophical remedies bein " 
strongly recommended by big^h authorities} 
I determined to make a fair trial of their 
efificacy, and with that view provided my- 
self with every necessary apparatus for the 
purpose. I had, howeTer, very soon aflerj: 
the mortification to find from the state- 
ment of the patients^ who came to consul 
me, and who had for a considerable time 
inhaled the Oxyg;en Gass, under the direc- 
tion of those who were fully competent to 
judge of its applicability, that they had de- 
rived no benefit whatever from its use. On 
the whole, after repeated trials, of the Me- 
dicinal Airs, and in cases too in which they 
were most likely to prove efficacious, 1 la- 
ment to say that the experiments wholly 
(disappointed my expectation. 



Of the judgment of those philosophi* 
eal and philanthropic Physicians who first 
introduced the Medical Gasses, and still 
maintain their utility, I would in any doubt- 
ful matter speak with great deference ; but 
I regret to say that 1 have in fourteen 
iDonlhs past, seen oaly one single instance 
in which the vital air used alone has afforded 
relief, but in rione permacent benefit. I have 
indeed both heard and read of many cures 
which have been ascribed to the Medical 
Gassea, but on making* the ^ii icies^ enquiry, 
I am now warranted in asserting, that the 
moat extent medicines were adminislered 
to the patients in conjunction with the 
Vital Air — and thus, the merit of cures 
performed by the s/cill of the Physician 
ivith the aid of ordinary remedies, has 
een solelif atlributtd lo a mere doubtful 
auxiliary. 

Under these impressions, it is impos- 
sible, that / could honestly recommend the 
Factitious Airs as an efficient remedy. If, 
Uliowever, any of my patients have still a 
predilection iu their favour, 1 am willing to 



make further trials of them, as an auxiliary 
to aid the means I employ,— they may pro- 
cure these Gasses in their purest state at a 
reasonable price, from tiie Medical Hall, 
Piccadilly : — those who cannot afford to 
purchase them, may receive instructions 
from me for preparing^ them' by a simple 
process, with very little trouble, and at a 
trifling expense. 

I am well persuaded, that even in parti- 
cular cases, where vital air may have been 
in any measure useful, -the iavalids would 
have derived much greater benefit from 
breathing the country air, with the addi- 
tional advantages of change of place, of 
new scenes of amusement, and the fillip 
imparted to the spirits, by the exercise en- 
countered in the journey. 

M. LA BEAUME, 

31, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, 

RUSSELL SQUARE. 

At home dailt/ from Twelve to Four o' Clock, 
(Sundays excepted.) 



LIST 

of the Priwcipal Writers on 
PHILOSOPHICAL ELECTRICITY. 

Hr. fP'illiam Gilbert* 8 Treatise de Mag- 
nette, published 1600; Bobert Boijle*s 
Works Olto Guericke, on Natural Phi- 
losophy: Sir Isaac Mttdloit' s Works, 1784t 
JJawksbtf' s <\i\io, 1709; Marif. Dit Faye } 
Dr. Dtucguiier's Course of Experimental 
Philosophy ; Dr. H^atsou's M orks, (the 
late Bishop of Landaff); Benjamin fVil' 
s^h's, 178S ; Dr. Franklin's, well known; 
VAbbe JVo//e;'(f (French) ; Caiilon Di 
DutouTS Researches de la Matiere Elec- 
trique, Paris, 1740; Signr. Beccaria 
jEpinus's rentaineu Theorice Electricila- 
tis ; Sifmner, 1759; Ci^no, Turin; Priest- 
kifs, (well known); Van Marum's Trea* 
tise, Groniogen, 1776; Van Swindenj 
Ferguson i Cavailoj Lord MahoHf (late 
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Lord Stanhope) ; Wesley's Natural Philo- 
sophy ; Wilkinson ; I^airne ; Cavendish, 
Philo. Trans. Vol. 51. ; Singer Becket / 
Dr Noolk; ffenhy, Phi!. Trans, Vol. 64 j 
Professor Miissclienbrocke; Moiis. Manser 
Mans. Gralalh ; JRugier ; A. W. Vc 
Haucli J Lttwson ; Mons. Cvuiomb ; Cuth-\ 
bertson; Bennei ; Volia ; Metes ; Dr, 
Higgins i Professor Russel / De Luc ; 
Morgan; Dr. Hulton ; Kinnersley ; Roif* 
nane ; Orchard ; Nicholaan ; Walsh ; Bfy~\ 
done ; Jalaherl ; Saussure ; Jones's Edi" 
tion of Adams's Electricity ; Dr. Fnther- 
gill, Philo. rrans. Vol. 09; De Leanrl 
Mauditty; Hallabert ^ Read; Swift; &c, 

; I. Many of the above^ as well as the fol- 
lowing flamed Authors t have written oui 
MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. 



Dr. Knox's Medical Coninientaries;^ 
Savage's Testimonies ; Hunter's Observa- 
tions on Electri. ; Surgeon Freake's Essayi 
onElectri- ; Jacobus Hall, Dissertatio Phy-j 
sico Medica ia auguralis de ElectricitateJ 
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1771 » Robertson' s Dismrtatio Medica in 
auguralis de Electricitate, and Operatione 
ejus in Morbus curandis, 1778; Si/ms's 
Dissertalion on Fire, Philo. I rans. Vol.57; 
Dumbrackes Observal, Curat. 'Midc. ; 
Wardro/te's Disserlatio de Paral^ai i HaWs 
Disserl.de Electri. Phil Trans. Vol. I* Fart 
2; De Haen, Vol. I, Phil. I'rans \ Priest- 
ley's Keruil 8ur l.'Ectricte Medical; Dr. 
Duncan' n ' observations; hi:* Me<lical Casef/ 
his recitm me iidutivn o( Eleclririlji Maur 
dit's ;\leinoire de la differentes Vlaniere 
d'admitiislrer L'Ectrirte; Boftarf/cA's Trea- 
tise on Electricity ; De Haens liatio Me- 
dendt. Vol. I.; Deshaies' Iheses, 1749; 
Zetzel's Theees, I7&3 : London Medical 
Observ. Vol 4- ; Hone's Clinical Experi- 
meots; Dr. Pcrcerai's Medical Commen" 
taries. Vol, 7.; Lonet's Electricity made 
useftd ; Wcsletj s AWiQ ; Cavalh on Me- 
dical Electri.; Bccktt' s A\{tQ\ Carpue'sln- 
troduetioQ to Eleclritjty ; Btrch's Trea- 
tise ; Considerations on ditto ; his tetter to 
Adams on ditto; Lowndes's on ditto, 
but DOW out of print. 
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J*a(f 10. Utu St rtad vivid flames^ vivid of dames. 

51, — IS TWvlre/i^ VIM. 

•¥-— i M, — !«, rrad yHtytixAo^y fvr phiaiolagy. 
ISO, — A, remd diiMifide far diawade. 

194, — I ft, rnnf too Ar t«ro. 
IS7. — 14, mtrf pediluviumyvriiledihivian. 

189k ld> were; 
-^]6(V — 16, rMd iinTfbmilj'^ruiiifbnnitjr. 
' lB4i — 11. read were whi. 
»~-:t7,%— 6rMrf irrit»bflity/>rimtibiK^. 
404, — 12. read curvatures Ar Gurritara, 

4&g,— 7, deft the. 

• 4d9i — 10i read dvspeptk: /or djnpetic 

— *-^35l, — omrfwho/ffrAboni 
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